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HITS & MISSES

CSICOP CONFERENCES

CSICOP announced two conferences in its
latest edition of its in-house newsletter
Skeptical Briefs. The first will be held in
Chicago in November, 1988. Details will be
forthcoming in the Skeptical Inquirer. The
second will be the first-ever European
Conference, and wiil be held in West Germany
on May 5-6, 1989. GWUP, the West German
skeptics' group, will be hosting the European
Conference, and they have written to ask for
suggestions regarding topics, speakers, etc.
(See also European Report.)

PSYCHIC INVESTIGATION

Toby Howard writes from Manchester:

"The Metaphysical and Psychic Research
Group is seeking wouid-be psychic sleuths to
form a "Bureau of Psychic Investigation.” The
idea is to solve crimes using the psychic

senses. Would this include crimes committed
paranormally? Crooked psychics could use

teleportation to shopiift without even going
out!”

SHEFFIELD R.I.P.

Chris Wright writes from Sheffield that he
attended two meetings of the Sheffieid
Society for Research into the Paranormal:

"The meeting on December 2nd was going
to be a talk on UFOs; unfortunately the
speaker was unable to come that night. The
evening was therefore an informal one with
the main theme ESP. The members of the
society seem to have a range of points of
view about the paranormal from the mild
believer to the skeptic. I thought it would be
unfair to the members if [ tried to form an
opinion from this one meeting, so I went
along to the next one on January 6.

"This time it was the UFO talk. The
speaker was Mr Philip Mantle and he gave a
fairly general talk on what people mean by
UFOs. On speaking to him afterwards, I found
he was far more skeptical than his taik would
have suggested.

Chris Wright also sent a copy of UFO
Brigantia, which he got from Philip Mantle at
the meeting.

Philip Mantle, and Andy Roberts, editor of
UFO Brigantia, have set up a UFO hotline at
0924 444049, according to an article from
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Yorkshire Life, November 1987. The article

notes, "if you have any experiences or
sightings of the folilowing: ghostlights,
spooklights, UFOs, fairies, or poltergeist

phenomena, they want to hear from you."

MAGONIA CONFERENCE

The independent UFO journal Magonia has
announced their intention to hold a 20th
Anniversary Conference. Proposed dates are
either May or August Bank Holiday, 1988. A
letter was included with their latest issue
asking for comments and suggestions...

SPIRITS ON THE DOLE--UPDATE

Toby Howard writes: "Disembodied spirit
entities who are considering writing a novel
would do well to avoid using Bournemouth
"psychic” Peter Froude (Hits & Misses, B&IS
[.6) as their penman. Psychic News reports
that Mr Froude has had his weekly £40
Enterprise Allowance grant suspended for non-
compliance with with regulations. Will his
spirit novel The Demoniac ever materialise?”

GELLER'S EFFECT

It was reported in the September, 1987,
New Zealand Skeptic that the Geller Effect is
not working quite as well in New Zealand as
Geller's publishers would like: "The Auckland
agent for the publisher of Geller's
autobiography reports that only four copies of

the book have soid in New Zealand this year.”

ASSAP MEDIA SERVICE

The Association for the Scientific Study
of Anomalous Phenomena (ASSAP), whose
activities we wrote up in Hits & Misses in
our last issue (B&IS 1.6), have, according to
Psychic News, begun a media information
service. The article says, "Mediascene will
cover all aspects of the paranormal, including
UFOs and the mystery of stone circles. When
inquiries about Spiritualism are received,
Mediascene will refer the callers to [Psychic
News], the Spiritualists’ National Union,
Spiritualist Association of Great Britain or
other responsible bodies.”
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SPECIAL REPORT: Manchester Meeting

‘GHOSTBUSTERS MOVE IN

FLYING sawcers bewure! The
Skeptical Movemes! s comiag

The first skeptics' meeting ever to be
heid in  Manchester took place on
Wednesday, 9 December, 1987, at the
Friends' Meeting Hali. Organised by Toby
Howard and Martin Bridgstock, the meeting
attracted nearly eighty peopie, most of
them from the Manchester area. Out-of-town
visitors inciuded Redge Lewis from South
Devon, and Michael Hutchinson and Lewis
Jones from London.

Advance press coverage was excelient
(see Skeptics in the News, this issue, for
some of the press write-ups), and both BBC
Radio Manchester and one of the Iccal
stations ran interviews with Toby Howard in
the last coupie of days before the meeting.

Michae! Hutchinson had brought a tape
of an American TV special magician and
CSICOP Founding Feliow James Randi had
made, and this playea while peopie filtered
into the nali and founa seats.

The meeting proper began with a taik
by Martin Bridgstock, a lecturer in
socioiogy on loan to the UK from his home
in Australia, where he has been a prominent
anti- creationist campaigner. Bridgstock
stressed that being a skeptic is a
questioning rather than a negative position,
and talkec about the various sums of money
on offer around the world to those who can
prove they have paranormal powers. A
notepad was provided for those at the
meeting who wished to be tested.

Magician Frank Kovai then did a brief
demonstration of the ar: of misdirection,
and then showed a tape of Uri Geiler,
pointing out where Geller was distracting
attention from his activities.

Finaliy. a tape was snown of James
Randi's exposé of Peter Poooff on the
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“Crestiea science is very weak in
this country, but | am amazed at the'
samber of clalrveyants, peychics
sad sstrologers there are, ©  , - )

““At the very least there should be -
8 poup prepared to lest and
evaluate the clalms of these people,”
he sald.

A professional magician will be
present lo demoastrate how caslly
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Johnny Carson show in March, 1986. After
this, there was a tea break, and lively
discussions ensued.

[ myself was approached by a number of
people of various persuasions: a iocal UFO
group wanted to show me books of
top-secret documents which, they said,
rroved there was a government cover-up.
How couid I expiain it? I saia I was not an
expert on UFOs. A woman approached me
with the story of having seen Jesus Christ
in person over her back fence one night;
the apparition nhad made an instant convert
to Christianity of her neignbor. Anc a
paimist seized my hand and read my palm: I
was married, he said (was my husband
around anywhere?), I had had difficuity in
childbirth, I kept ciose ties with my famiiy.
that is, he hastened to add. my parents. He
seemed fascinated by the iength of one of
the lines on my paim, but unfortunately did
not explain what the extraordinary iength
meant. He said I wouid have a further
romance after my husbanc. [ am not
married, have never been pregnant, and
never see any of my reiatives. [ think this
was probably the least successful reading I
have ever had of any kind. On the other
hand, it was free, and I suppose in this, as
in other things, you get what you pay for.

" After the meeting was reconvened, there
was a short period for questions and
answers.

The meeting broke up earily to compily
with the Friends' regulations, but was
aubbed a great success by ail those who
attended. A further organizational meeting
is pianned for those who indicated interest
in forming a regional committee. We wisn
them the best of 'uck and ook forward to
receiving revorts of tneir future activities.




TAPE LIBRARY

Toby Howard reports from Manchester that
the tape collection is growing steadily. He
lists the following tapes available on loan to
paid subscribers to the B&IS:

Audio: Mark Plummer on the Gay Byrne
show; LBC Nightline: Brian Inglis on Dreams;
LBC Nightline: Christian Dion; LBC Nightline:
Timothy Good & Jenny Randles on UFO
cover-ups; Everyman: documentary on
astrology (BBC 1); Newsnight: spontaneous
human combustion (BBC 2); Jimmy Mack
programme on BBC Scotland: debate on
dowsing with Denys Parsons and others;
Manchester  Skeptics Meetings, inciuding
Martin Bridgstock on being a skeptic.

Video: Uri Geller on the Wogan show; Uri
Geller on the Late, Late Show; Viewpoint 87:
Thy Will be Done (documentary on US and UK
television Christian fundamentalism); Panorama
documentary on Scientology; "Is There
Anybody There?” Karl Sabbagh's documentary
on the paranormal (Channel 4, 31 October
1987), together with Karl Sabbagh answering
the critics on Right to Reply; BBC
documentary on the Spiritualist Association of
Great Britain.

To borrow any of these tapes or to
contribute tapes to the collection, please
contact Toby directly at 49, Whitegate Park,
Flixton, Manchester, M31 3LN.

PUBLICATIONS

Michaei Hutchinson and Janet Bord both
wrote in with copies of two advertisements
which have recently appeared in the
Bookseller magazine, among other places, both
from Lennard Publishing. The first is for a
book entitled Astrology--the Evidence of
Science. Written by Percy Seymour, this book
is claimed to demolish the case against
astrology. The advertisement reads in part,
"Taking up the challenge of such sceptics as
Patrick Moore and Heather Couper, Seymour
adds to his own testimony that of Eysenck,
Ptolemy, Lyall Watson, Copernicus, Chaucer,
Carl Sagan and Shakespeare to present the
most exciting and controversial scientific case
of recent years."

The second book is entitled Realize Your
Psychic Power. Its author, Abbe Gail, is
described as follows: "For 5 years she had a
top rated phone-in show in Hollywood--"My
Psychic Universe™--and worked with the Los
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Angeles Police Department, who relied on
her gifts to locate missing kidnap victims. In
1986 she returned to London to continue her
work with psychic energy in Britain.” The ad
concludes, "This is the essential handbook of
the resources of the mind.”

SCOTTISH GHOSTS

Steuart Campbell writes from Edinburgh
that the Scottish Tourist Board has published
an A4 booklet entitled "Scotland's Ghosts.”
According to Steuart, "It lists 67 allegedly
haunted places for tourists to visit (although
one of them, the County Hountel in Dumfries,
is actually closed). The introduction claims
that 'spirits’ are ‘tortured souls’ who return
to the ancient places! Although the list is
sometimes cautious enough to use phrases like
'reputed to be...' and 'it is said that...", at
other times it gullibly reports what is
believed as if it were true.”

Both Steuart and Stephen Moreton have
had letters published in the Scotsman
complaining about this form of exploitation of
'‘Scotland’s assets,” and pointing out that the
burden of proof is not on skeptics, but rather
on those who claim that ghosts exist.

ELECTION RETURNS

Last summer, Stephen Cox of Reading sent
a collection of predictions about the 1987
British general elections (see pp 20-1, this
issue). In a recent letter, he points out: "Re
specific predictions; Jonathon Carver (Today's
astrologer) predicted an Alliance win in the
Slough constituency for our General Election.
I said no chance. It was the only seat in
Berkshire where the Alliance came third,
arguably the worst result in the county. Given
that of the 650 constituencies he only made a
prediction in one, he really ought to have got
it right...”

Thanks to Stephen for a truly enormous
batch of clippings.

HUBBARD BIOGRAPHIES

Two biographies have been published, one
in the US, and one in the UK, both after
considerable, reported legal harassment by the
Church of Scientology. Bare-Faced Messiah,
by Russell Miller, is published by Michael
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Joseph, and concentrates mainly on Hubbard's
life story, with relatively few details of the
inner workings of the Church of Scientology.
Messiah or Madman, by Bent Corydon and L.
Ron Hubbard, Jr., concentrates primarily on
the reported inner workings of the Church.
The Sunday Times ran three extracts of
Miller's book, and a review; reviews of one
or both books have appeared in the New
Scientist (reviewer: Dick Kovan) and Nature
(reviewer: Martin Gardner).

GELLER STRIKES AGAIN

Toby .Howard writes: "Peripatetic skeptics
will be delighted to hear that jet lag may
soon be a thing of the past, thanks to the
tireless research efforts of Uri Geller.
Interviewed in Business Traveller magazine,
Uri says he hopes to have ready by 1990 a
wristwatch which will "stop the extra low
frequency waves from entering the body."”
This, he explains, will prevent jet lag. Uri's
passport lists his profession as "lecturer/
writer." Skeptics might possibly be able to
supply more apt descriptions.

DORIS COLLINS AND THE SUN

The Sun ran another one of its
extravaganzas on January 15. Readers were
instructed to "Dim the lights and sit on a
comfortable chair at a table. Open the Sun at
this page and lay it out in front of you. Then
ON THE DOT OF 8pm, look deeply into the
eyes of the picture on the left...” We will run
a more complete report in our next issue.
Thanks to J. Alan Remfry for sending in the
clippings.

ALLERGY HOAX

The Times and a few other papers
reported that writer Caroline Richmond had
written a spoof on the arguments against food
additives and sent it to an organisation called
"Action Against Allergy." The report,
purportedly issued by the Dye Related
Allergies Bureau (DRAB), said, among other
things, that: "Clothes are brighter than ever
before, which accounts for the epidemic of
obesity, malaise, flatulence, irritability,
lethargy, indigestion, headache, dyspepsia,
tiredness, and constipation.”

Writing in the British Medical Journal,
19-26 December 1987, Richmond notes: "I had
not expected DRAB to be taken seriously and
now have qualms about what I have done. I
have learnt--and I suspect most doctors know
this already--that there are quite a number of
people out there who want to hear bad news
and are vulnerable to every kind of charlatan.
Most of them are middle class women who
would be described as educated but have no
knowledge of human biology or other aspects
of everyday science.”

LIFE IN SURREY...

Reader Paul Quincey sent clippings from
the Richmond and Kingston local Guardian.
Self-styled "ghostbuster” Stephen Alexandre
investigated Richmond Theatre as the latest
in a series of haunted theatres. He receives
messages via automatic writing. The message
which appeared "scrawled” on his pad read,
"Before you leave this theatre you will be...”

Meanwhile there has been a psychic health
and fitness festival in Surbiton in December,
which was disrupted as "local Christians
formed a picket line outside.”

YETI

The Yeti has been in the news again, with
articles appearing in the New Scientist, the
Sunday Express and the International Herald
Tribune.

Frank Chambers, of Co. Mayo, sent in the
clipping from the International Herald Tribune
dated 11 November about a debate over some
photographs alleged to be of the Yeti.
According to the article, English physicist
Anthony B. Wooldridge claimed to have
encountered a Yeti in the Himalayas in 1986.

* Wooldridge's evidence "consists of two sets of

photographs taken on March 6, 1986...0ne
photo shows fresh tracks in snow made by
enormous feet with widely splayed big toes.
The other, taken from a distance of 450 feet
through a wide-angle lens, shows a silhouette

of a vaguely human figure...Although the
photograph is sharp and well exposed, the
figure in question is so distant that an

enlargement of the image reveals little
detail.” Frank Chambers comments: "Next time
use a telephoto lens!”
According to the
December 20, however,

Sunday Express on
the yeti has been



seen, filmed, and shown on Russian television
by "zoologist Mrs M. Bykova.”

The New Scientist article, on the other
hand, reviews a century of reported yeti
sightings and says, "There can be little
doubt...that the yeti 1is currently Nepal's
number one foreign currency earner.” The

article goes on to review the possible
candidates for "perpetrators of the yeti's
tracks.”

In a letter to the Scotsman, James

Pringle explained that in his visits to Tibet,
he found that local village people "utterly
dismissed contemporary stories of sightings as
the product of over-fertile imaginations [while]
Chinese Communist Party cadres interviewed
in the region almost to a man believed...in
the existence of the Yeti.”

TIME-LIFE

The Time-Life book series Mysteries of
the Unknown is now available in the UK.
According to their full-colour brochure, the
series "promises you an astonishing
exploration of a wide spectrum of unexplained
phenomena.” Among the phenomena: the
psychic arms race (Moscow is ahead!), Gerard
Croiset's  psychic powers, the "Bermuda
Triangle”, Stonehenge, Nostradamus, UFOs,
and so on and on. They don't say how many
volumes are in the series, but each costs
£12.95 plus £1.95 postage and packing until
June 30, 1988. And if you reply within seven
days (this brochure came in a copy of the
Listener), you can have a free gift! Yes, you
can own your very own set of ESP cards...

THE OPEN CENTRE

"What is the Open Centre?"” their brochure
asks. It then proceeds to answer: "We are a
well established Growth Centre providing a
variety of different therapies within the broad
spectrum of the Humanistic Psychology
Movement. We offer both groups and
individual sessions.

"We run as a collective...”

The therapies they offer are: Body-
oriented therapy; Primal Integration and
Bodywork; Transactional Analysis; Encounter
and Awareness; Bioenergetics and
Psychodrama; the Feldenkrais Method and
Gentle Dance; Gestalt and Intuitive Massage.
From the brochure, "Primal Integration is a
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process which helps to heal splits in one's
being and resolve blocks to one's doing...I
draw on...various forms of bodywork--'intuitive’
bodywork, massaage, Pulsing (a rhythmic form)
and Postural Integration (deep tissue work).”
On Bioenergetics and Psychodrama, "My basic
training in helping people through crisis was
nine years as an international household
removals contractor...”

EXORCISM AT SEA

Several newspapers carried the story of
the haunted Bridlington trawler. According to
the Daily Telegraph on December 15, "The
Rev Thomas Willis, Vicar of Holy Trinity,
Sowerby, and the exorcist of buildings to the
Diocese of York, was called in to perform the
ceremony by a Department of Employment
clerk who queried why the trawler's crew
were claiming benefit when they should have
been out fishing.”

Before the exorcism: "the 65ft Bridlington
trawler Pickering skippered by Mr Derek
Gates was haunted...the steering regularly
went haywire, sending them round in circles.
The radar system would go wrong, always at
1:30am and at sea.

"Lights would go on and off and the
cabins were freezing even when the heating
was on. A ghostly figure had also been seen
on deck.”

After: "Mr Gates...said "the atmosphere
had ‘changed overnight'...and that he and his
crew were now landing healthy catches.”

The Guardian report included the
additional information that "Mr Willis...was
appointed an official exorcist in 1972 by the
then Archbishop of York, Dr Donald Coggan...
The vicar researched the ship's history and
found that a human spirit, rather than the
ghost of a vengeful mackerel or cod, might
genuinely be responsible.”

According to the Guardian, "Mr Willis, who
said that he believed the spirit was now at
peace, has been thanked by the Pickering's
owners, the Bridlington Trawler Co., for being
'most helpful'.”

SAGAN

In an article, "Red star Gorbachev, who
wants to go to Mars, gets only Iowa,”
published on 11 December, Guardian reporter
Michael White described Carl Sagan as "the
American dissident and sage...the popular
astrologer.” Um...
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CSICOP EUROPEAN CONFERENCE

Amardeo Sarma writes from West Germany:

"...one of the 1989 CSICOP conferences is
to be held near Munich in Germany. The
German organisation GWUP (previously ASUPOQ)
will host the conference. We are very keen
to coordinate the topics and the conference
with the other European national groups. The
conference is planned for May 5th and 6th
1989 with some social programme offered on
the 4th and a meeting of the national (mainly
European) groups on Sunday, the 7th of May.
Please let me know if the date suits you and
whether you wish to contribute in any way.
The conference venue is Bad Tolz near
Munich. We are also open to suggestions
regarding topics and other items...”

We will be glad to pass along any of our
readers’ suggestions to Amardeo.

NETHERLANDS

Bert van Gelder, secretary to the new
Dutch group writes from Utrecht:

"We gave our committee the legal form of
a so-called 'Stichting’ (=Foundation) and called
it 'SKEPSIS'. Preofessor emeritus in the field
of Astronomy of Utrecht University, Cees de
Jager, is chairperson and I, a sociologist and
student-counsellor in the University of
Amsterdam, am secretary. The Board consists
of 15 men and only one woman.

"We called ourselves a foundation for the
scientific research of ‘'paranormal phenomena’
and not of ‘claims of the paranormal’ not to
alienate people beforehand and not to confirm
the connotation that the word 'SKEPSIS' has
already for true believers.

"We got much press coverage: from the
beginning of October on De Jager was
interviewed at least three times a week; he
was on radio (not yet on TV) and about 350
people wrote us about the foundation...

"Our primary aims are editing a quarterly

called 'SKEPTER' (chief-editor: Marcel
Hulspas) and granting to the Koninklijke

Bibliotheek (=Royal Library) the full set of
Skeptical Inquirers and a subscription to the
future volumes besides a selection of
important books in the field of our objectives.
This is because nowhere in Dutch libraries
{nor bookshops) you can find good scientific
books about paranormal research and
paranormal phenomena and only one library

EUROPEAN REPORT

(the Department of Psychology of the
University of Amsterdam) has a subscription
to the Skeptical Inquirer.”

J.W. Nienhuys has written from Waalre
enciosing translations of the press write-ups
of the foundation of SKEPSIS, and has very
kindly agreed to keep us informed of the
contents of Skepter, when publication begins.

Nienhuys translates an article published on
10 October and entitied "Dutch skeptics unite
in crusade against the paranormai.” Journalist
Felix Eigenraam says: "A few years ago, a
Dutch group was aimost established. Because
of the untimely death of the originator of
that plan, Telegraaf journalist and skeptic
Piet Hein Hoebens, this did not happen. But
now, thanks to the missionary activity of
[Paul] Kurtz and (Mark} Plummer, it is going
to happen. A quick poll among subscribers
present [at the meeting on October 8] showed
that there was enough interest to start a
committee.

"The Dutch committee wili closely monitor
paranormal claims in their country (like the
12 other committees in other countries),
examine them carefully, and wherever possible
refute them.”

SPAIN

Luis Alfonso Gamez Dominguez writes from
Bilbao: "Gelier was in Spain for a couple of
days, bending spoons, transmitting numbers
telepathically, etc. His visit did not raise the
excitement expected by those who brought
him; they did not aliow Felix [Ares de Blas]
and me to attend a television program when
Gelier was interviewed. The press clippings
which I enclose with this letter and the copy
of the press release which we prepared will
give you an idea of what happened.”

"...I agree compietely that we need to
ensure that all the European groups work
together. I think the biggest problem wili

_consist in convincing our colleagues in all

couniries that we must establish continentat
coordination and that this can work for
everyone..."”

Luis Alfonso adds that ARP, the Spanish
group, was legally constituted in March, and
that since October they have been getting
numerous enquiries apbout ARP and ‘the
skeptical movement in generai. A national
meeting is planned for 5 December in Madrid.



IN PROGRESS

PREDICTIONS 1988

B&IS 1.6, pp20-21 and this issue, pp20-21,
contain a wide selection of skeptic' and
psychics' predictions for 1988. We must now
wait until the end of the year to determine
the success rate. However...at least one of
the skeptics' predictions has already been
proved right! A Royal pregnancy has indeed
been announced, as predicted by none other
than B&IS Editor, Wendy M. Grossman.

ASTROLOGY SURVEY

We have a fair selection of horoscopes
from the beginning-of-the-year press, including
"Mystic  Meg," Russell Grant, "Circe,”
Jonathan Cainer, and a host of others.
Thanks in advance to Phil McKerracher, who

has promised to analyze them for us. In
addition, Edinburgh reader Stephen Moreton
has  volunteered to do a side-by-side

comparison of a couple of the more detailed
astrological predictions. We look forward to
publishing the results of both of these
projects, hopefully in the next issue.

EDINBURGH 1989

Only one reader expressed an interest in
setting up a stall at the projected Edinburgh
Science Festival in the spring of 1989, so
this seems unlikely to be a workable project,
unless we get some more volunteers.

CARTOONISTS...

We advertised for a cartoonist several
issues ago, and got no response. We would
still be delighted to hear from anyone who
can draw and has a screw loose.

CROCODILES
A while ago. reader Andrew Tomlinson
sent in a huge clipping from 1975 about
Nessie. The article theorized that Nessie,

"like
under water.
true of crocodiles.

crocodiles,” swallows stones to stay
Tomlinson asked is this in fact
Does anyone know?

%% b 2 b b 3 %k b b b b % b % b b % % b % X %
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KEEP THOSE CLIPPINGS COMING...

Most of the material for Hits & Misses
and The Press Gallery is culled from the
clippings sent in by our readers. Please,
please mark clippings with the name of the
publication and the date. Thanks!

IN FUTURE ISSUES

In hand are: a two-part interview with
Paul Kurtz; a piece on S.G. Soal (Christopher
Scott); a long article on the demarcation
between science and pseudoscience (Sven Ove
Hansson, the Swedish chairman); Steuart
Campbell on Findhorn; Anthony Garrett on
astrology; and we have a number of reviews,
etc., promised. 1988 should be a good year.
About two-thirds of our subscriptions expire
with this issue. Please don't forget to renew
if you haven't already; if you have, again.
thanks.

YOU, ME and
the STARS

- ...and the LINK between all THREE. ... YOU
wanting to know HOW to change what you
— do not want, WHEN to expect Luck to come

your way and WHERE to get the answers!
ME? | can be the LINK by my experience
and knowledge. and the STARS? ... waiting
to show you the way

After all this is what Astrology is all about: YOU.
your needs in all sections of your life and HOW to reveal to YOU the SUCCESS-
LUCK-HAPPINESS potential in your Chart and HOW to make them work...
you have a right to all THREE. Astrology marmies Science and Luck and needs
someone to unlock your Natal Chart and tell you HOW it can be done The
results can be sensatonal.

From my Post Bag. a few extracts:

Mrs. G. T. of Walsall: “I have gained a position that | have wanted for a
long time and now feel that | hold the Golden Key to my future in my
hands. Thank you so very much for evenything.”

From Mr. H. M. of Guemnsey: “I received from you my Horoscope and a
Luck Charm and it worked and I received a week later £110.000. s lot of
money.”

From Mrs. E. H. of Bristol: “/ would like to thank you for a very good s ear,
family. job. love-life. money. I just could not believe my luck and your
very true Predictions. Thank you aluays.”

From M.P.G. of Reading: “Well what can [ say! “Overwhelmed” and “Most
Impressed™. Other horoscopes are apologies compared with yours ...
compiled by a real thinker!”

ITIS SO EASY TO TRY ME!

If you are over 16 and want to know about the Triology of vour Destny ... your
VITAL RISING-SIGN. MID-HEAVEN. MOON-POSITION and your complete
Daily-Ruler-Aspected Predictions and Directions for a Year. plus your Lucky
Numbers. plus TALLI the amulet called the MONEY-MAGNET. just send me
your FULL NAMES and ADDRESS and FULL BIRTHDATE. | uill then send
you your OWN PLANET PARADE. the ston, of you as told by YOUR STARS
and some dated Predictons. YOU HAVE ABSOLUTELY NOTHING TO LOSE
and you may bless the day you DID urite. If you have some stamps handy I'd
be grateful, but stamps or not. unte NOW, TODAY!

MARIE-SIMONE

ASTRO DESK SD — PO BOX 57. 2 Lind Road. SUTTON. Surrey. SM1 4QY
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BALANCE SHEET

(All figures in Irish punts and rounded off
to the nearest whole punt.)

INCOME

Subscriptions IR£1113.00
Donations 42.00
Renewals for 1988 42.00
TOTAL 1197.00
EXPENSES

Paper & supplies 358.00
Postage 288.00
Printing 281.00
Bank charges 6.00
Irish public meeting 40.00
TOTAL 973.00
Current balance on 26/1/88 224.00

We are grateful to the British Committee
(the CSICP), who paid for printing and
posting the first issue, which went out to all
of the nearly 500 UK and Irish subscribers
and ex-subscribers to the Skeptical Inquirer.
A major expense in 1987 was sending CSICOP
40 copies of each issue to distribute to the
other national and regional skeptics' groups;
as of this issue (II.1), we are changing our
policy. From now on, we will be sending a
maximum of 8 pages per issue, consisting of a
selection of the most newsworthy and timely
items from our pages. This will reduce our
costs; however it should be noted that that
won't mean the B&IS will turn a profit. What
it will mean is that those working on it who
are out of pocket on postage, phone bills,
etc., may be reimbursed. It is for these
reasons that it was decided at the B&IS
Board meeting on November 7, 1987, that the
subscription rates for 1988 would remain the
same as they were for 1987.

A word about printing: we are keeping our
costs semi-reasonable by using one home-
owned photocopier to print the B&IS. With
every psychic force in the UK and Ireland
focused on this one copier, it is only natural
that it breaks down routinely during the
production of each issue, sometimes more than
once. It is for this reason, and time
pressures, that copies are not always perfect.

We would be grateful for alternative
suggestions, such as the names and addresses
of inexpensive but reliable commercial
printers.

Thanks to everyone who renewed early.

we trust you.
Keep the
Cructfix - ond
when you hit the
MONEY
JACKPOT

onC enjoy cost
golore ! we
hope you will
senc o "thank
vou" gitt of o few
pcunds or ony
smoll omount
you con oftoro

o

S e A= I fldvs AL SNENRN
WHAT IT COSTS:
THE HALLOWE’EN SPIRIT

® (500 buys you ycur own crystal ball.

Instucdons supplied but no eazhly grarantees. *
Muysieries, 9 Monmouth St, London WC2.

® [100 will bring pzimist Philena to your

Hallowe'’en party to rezd the fate and fortunes

of your friends (01-602 2724).

® /8 is the fee for finding out who and what

you were in your previous life on earth. Paul
Murray knows it all {03552-47213).

® [7.50 buys a hzalf-hcur’s worth of messages
from those in the World Beyornd. Spiritualist
Association of Great Brizain, 33 Belgrave Sq,
London SW {01-235 3351).

@® £2.95 buys vou a rea! four-leaf clover. Occult
Shop, 194 Lockhurst Lane, Coventry.

@ 45p buvs the loaf of bread African mysuc
Madam Buya needs 10 rid you of a curse. No
charge, but donztions welcome (01-231 7364).

A MIRACLE FOR YOU — RIGHT ON THIS PAGE!

This £100.00
Diamond & Ruby
Miracle Crucntm—

yours FREE!

(Me only osk for 0 token ot £17 1o cover costs O! flying ir the Crucitix
fro~ .ouroes ond moking contoc! with you trough this Sp<cioi Notice)

\&mhmﬁuby

W»wcww-uwummnj

piease meruon DESTINY when replying to any scvertisement DECEMBER 1987
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GELLER's BOAT

Uri Gelier was ai if again last summer.
The first I heara of it was in an ITV
commercial which was broadcast on Suncay,
August 23. The advertisement urged us to buy
the Sun news(?)paper for the following week.
The main bait used was that they would be
launching "the psychic sensation of the
century.” [See B&IS 1.6 for a review of the
Sun articles.]

The following day I broke the habit of a
lifetime and bought a copy of the tabloic. I
could not resist finding out what Uri was up
to tnis time.

I was quite disappointed to discover that
Geller wouid be simply re-running some of his
old routines:

"This week Uri Gelier wiil take to the
skies in a hot air balloon to raciate a beam
of concentreated psychic energy across the
land." (Even I could forecast a lot of not
air--but would there be any psychic energy?)

"Spoons and forks will bend, broken clocks
wiil tick again ana objects wiil leap off

shelves." (Quite likely, but the question is
who will do the bending, mending, and
throwing?)

"Geller wiil also try to will millions of
people to recreate a simpie sketch to prove
the power of his mina.”

Now, this last sentence triggerec me into
action. I decided to make my own preaiction
of what Geller would choose to draw. I made
five simpie sketches and pinned my faith on
Gelier's choosing one of these. [ t{hen sent
them to the Editor of the Daily Mail with a
covering letter saying what I was up to. As I
siid the enveiope into the postbox near my
house, I suddeniy reaiised that I hac put ali
my eggs into one basket. Stiil, it was dore.

The Briiisn & Irisn Skep:iic

Frank Koval

As the week went by, I kept wondering if
my sketches nad been enougr.. Should I have
submitted ten or ‘{wenty? Anyway, my
drawings were:

a fiower,

a sailpboet with sun,

a fish,

a house, and

a tree.

hen Tuesaay came, major
articie on Gelier toia how =ne hacd inviied
journalist Neil Wallis to draw a simpie sketch
and hide it from Gelier. Uri culy reprocucec
Waliis's drawing and it turnea out to be--wait
for it--a tree! This was my crawing number 5
ana so this subject was uniikelv to be chosen
for Uri's pen in the main experiment in the
hot air balloon iater that week. So., I now
had only one chance 1ir four of being
anywhere near right.

Wednesday's Sun (this research was
beginning to cost a fortune) toid me that the
experiment would begin at 3 pm the foliowing
aay. I decided that it wouia be unwise to
hold my breath while waiting.

Thursday morning's paper kindly provided
us with a blank box in which to draw the
picture that Uri would transmit to us. He was
going to busy that afternoon. Think of his
heavy scheduie. At 3 pm, and for five whoie
minutes, he would be using his psvchic powers
0 bend our keys or spoons.

Ther, vpromptly at 3.05 pm he wouid
suddenly switch his attention to transmitting
the drawing. This wouic end after five
minutes. At 3.10, with Uri stiil hoping to be
fres;, we had to put our “spoons, Kkeys,
broken radios, watches, clocks and shavers”
on a picture of Uri Gelier printed on page 17
of that day's Sun. At 3.15. Geller's ordeal
would be over.

< 01 WDk
= et sl
=55

the Sun’'s

Frank Koval! is a Senior Teacher, Lecturer, Author, and a member of the Magic Circle, London.

.
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Inc¢ian’s heaa, ana finaily that boat. So 1
arew tnc boait. J: was a&s ranacem as that.”

Note thai. in saying this, Geller haa
\ / covere¢ my drawing numbper 3--the fish! Anc
l) 2) = — ‘the saijboat that he finaily settled on was my

there wouid be attractea to this experiment,
and they were bounc¢ o draw their own
personal spirit guides!'

/ \ drawing nur{lber 2.‘ A.c'i'"ccpz rit! Jt wes ever
' complete with a drawing of the sun. In his
case, the sun was drawn onun the lefi--in mine,
it was on the right.
— How on earth dia trnat Red Incian get into
the picture as a possibie subject for his
Q drawing? Oh yes, al! those spiritualists out

3> TV investigator Roger Cook was entrusted
with opening Uri's drawing so that it coulid be
*\ ’ compared with the pictures sent in by

reaaers. Some 230 people sent in passabie
drawings of saiiboats. Mr Cook commernited: "I
met Uri Geller years ana years ago, but I
till find the whole thing baffiing. It certainiy
iakes an awful iot of expiaining.”

Not so, really. [ had simpiy arawr
stereotypes that most peopie resort to when
asked io do a drawing under these conditions.
Uri had just done the same.

The Daily Mail? They never repiied to any
of . my letters to them. So much for the
British press when it comes to tnis sori of
nccult twaddie! .

The worst part of the forinight (apart

from purchasing ali those Suns) was _the
(M) ribbing I received from friends expressing
surprise at my choice of newspaper. [ was
particularly castigated by one down-and-out in

a pub for rcadinng suchk a rag. He was
We were aiso invitec to cali the Sun <o prandishing a copy of the superior Daily
bena the ears about all the wonderful things Express in a particuiariv menacing manner.
that had happened. [ have no doubt tha:t ali Me? 1 really read the Daily Teiegraph.
their telepnone lines were ammed that N e
afternoon. As P.T. Barnum acutely observec: How. i i
"There's one born every minute.” ' Ny O’;,,{f*—.fgu -o o | A =
One thing that haa not bpeer prediciec by AN ‘ag” i @] /% G so ] M_é;__v'_
Geiller was thai the hot air balloon couid not — —

be used that day. As a matter of fact’ a JfﬂSI[R'Pltsmw S.BRUCE: Dorset ~ E.MUGHES: Liverpool  P.ROBB: Glasgow S
forecast of gale-force winds over Ilkiey -
Moor would be a cinck for a Northerner like
mvseif. So, a helicopter was used for the
"psychic sensation of the Century.”

I had to keep buying the Sun untii
Thursday. September 3. when they finaily nhad
finished sorting the drawings that had becen
sent in by more than 2,500 peopie.

Uri's doodle was revealed. Asked how he
came to do that particular drawing, he saic:
"During the experiment we flew over a lake
and [ saw boats and sailboats. Three things
filashed through my mind--a fish, a Red




MAGICIANS, MEDIUMS

& PSYCHICS

I have been reacing & new book from
Prometheus Press entitled A Skevtic's
Handbook of Parapsychoiogy, editea by Pau!l
Kurtz. It is an exceilent introduction io the
paranorma: scene. with articies pre anc cor.

One articie that desérves more than pass-
ing commen: is by Jonun Beloff, former presi-
dent of the Parapsychology Association. To
boister anc iliustrate his article, Beloff resur-
rects ihe hoary specter of Eusapia Pailadino,
the medium (1854-1918), ana uses her as an
exampie of a “real psychic” done wrong by
the scientific estabiisnment. This ariicie is an
excellent exampie of the parapsycholiogists’
inability fo aadress the historica: recorg,
iheir highly selecive reporiing of facts. and
¢ complete ignoring of events before and
after the exampie given.

Much of John Beloff's information about
Paliadino comes from Hereward Carrington.
Since he is pivota: in all of this. iet us exam-
ine both the mecium ana her messenger and
see what Beioff has left out that bears heav-
ily on our ability to analyse this case
objectively.

Eusapia Pailadino first came to the atten-
tion of the spiritualist community by a letter
10 the Spiritualist from a Signor Damiani. an
taiian then living in England. Eusapia, tnen
known as Sapia Padaiino, was a 16-year-oid
girl who could do the usuai run of mecium-
jstic stunts: raps. table levitations, etc. She
had come from a very poor family living on
the outskirts of Napies. Marriec very young
to a travelling magician. she was now living
on her own :n the city. She was describec as
eating with her fingers, not being clear in
her person or dress, and associating with
characters of 'low standards'. It was aiso
noted that objects aisappearea from the rooms
where she had sai. and did not reappear.

by David Alexander

Eusavria was, above ail. a lusty, aquick-
witte¢ peasani who Knew she was onto &
gooc thing. As J have indicatea in previous
writings. sex and the séance room are no
strangers to one another. It has been report-
ed scveral times thait FEusapia wouic go to
bea with sitters she happenecd to fancy. Since
this time perioc¢ is xnown for its puritanica:
attituce towards sex, you can imagine the
hcady atmospnere she must have crcatec in
and out of the séance room. 1t has aiso been
reported that Eusapiz aiways got along better
with men than with women. Smail wonder.

Adc to the higniy charged sexual atmos-
phiere prevalent in the séance room the fact
that, ilke so many o:nher mediums before and
since, Eusapia controlied the circumstances of
her séances: the lighting, placement of chairs.
etc. She became so restless before the pro-
duction of phenomena that it was generally
impossibie to know if her hands ana feet
were properly conirolled. That she was
exposed many times. thoroughly ana without
quesiion, is a matter of solid historical fact.

Hereward Carrington is another odd bird in
the history of parapsychology. Beioff uses
much of Carrington's material in coming to
his conciusions. It is imporiant to examine
Carrington's background before we are wiiling
to bclieve too much from him. He was once
described as an individuai who managed to
make his living by piaying both sides of the
street. Early on, his attitude was that while
there is a large percentage of fraud in the
psychic worid, there were some genuine para-
normal phenomena harpening. Carrington deve-
iopead a following that felt duty-bound to buy
nis books and attena his lectures.

Palladino had been thoroughiy exposed anad
discredited by the British master magician
J.N. Maskelyne, magician and psychic trickery

David Alexander has been a professional magician anc a privaie investigator.

Currently a

publisher ana editor, he recentiy edited James Randi's new book The Faith-Heaiers. He is a
Special Consultan: to the Committee for Scientific Examination of Religion (CSER), and has
participated in several major investigations of faith-healers.

.
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expert Joseph Rinn, and Dr. Richard Hocdgsor,
but was able to reestablish herself with the
British Society for Psychical Research by
pieading the necessity of cheating so as not
to disappoint expectant sitters.

The Fielding Report, which Mr Beloff sug-
gests as mandatory reading for any would-be
member of the Committee for Scientific Inves-
tigation of Claims of the Paranormal
(CSICOP), was written after a series of
séances with Palladino in Naples (1908), two
years before she went to America with
Carrington. It is important to note that
Carrington was one of the three peopie taking
part in this investigation. While Mr Beloff
notes in his article that the results were pub-
lished in the Proceedings of the Society for

Psychical Research, Carrington also sold an
article to McClure's magazine.

An ulterior motive for Carrington's praise
and suppori of Palladino was forthcoming in
1909, when it was learned that he had signed
a deal for her to tour the United States,
with him as her manager. There was also a
contract with McClure's magazine that meant
extra dollars for Carrington. We are taiking
substantial sums of money. Palladino was
being paid $80 a séance by Carrington, who
was in turn charging $50 per séance per
sitter with a supposed maximum of seven sit-
ters per séance. Remember, this was ali in
1910 dollars, when $25 a week would get you
a room and three meals a day in the best
kote!l. Carrington also admitted, in a letter to
J. Rinn, that members of the American
Society for Psychical Research contributed
excess sums to help defray the out-of-pocket
expenses he wouid incur when the séances
were held for scientific purposes.

The newspapers covered it all, and the
demand for Eusapia was very high. So great a
demand, that Carrington precluded any
thought of inviting scientific investigators to
attend her séances for quite some time.

Finally, Eusapia was exposed again.
Carrington's attitude is best summed up by a
small headline over his letter to the New
York Times, May 13, 1910:

HEREWARD CARRINGTON. THE
MEDIUM'S MANAGER, WOULD BOLSTER UP
PALLADINO'S CASE, ADMITS SHE CHEAT-
ED BUT CONTENDS THAT THE COMMITTEE
OF PROFESSORS OUGHT NOT TO HAVE
ALLOWED HER TO CHEAT.

Both Carrington and Beloff freely admit
that Palladino would cheat if she had the
opportunity. The logic here seemed to be: "If
she was caught, that is when she cheated. If

then
One of the things that
Beloff neglected to mention in his.article was
the opportunity Palladino had to prove herself
genuine and earn $2000 at the same time.
Joseph Rinn offered $1000 to see Palladino
produce psychic phenomena under test condi-

she wasn't caught cheating, the pheno-

mena were genuine."

tions that would preclude her cheating. She
refused his conditions, saying they had been
tried on her and she had nearly diec.

After some negotiations modifying the con-
ditions, Palladino agreed to be tied, but the
method and direction of the tying was of her
design and to be at her direction. She prom-
ised nothing under those circumstances, but
offered to try. The test was to take place in
the New York Times building on' May 22,
1910, but Palladino refused to perform under
the agreed-upon test conditions, and made
new demands. She refused to have Professor
Jastrow on the examining committee; deman-
ded that spirit raps count as phenomena
(these are unbelievably easy to create by
moving one's hands on a tabletop in a parti-
cular manner); and demanded that instead of
her feet and hands being securely tied, she
should have at least one foot of slack in the
binding cords. She also insisted that the
$1000 be forfeit if she produced even one of
the supposed psychic phenomena. She also
demanded that three strangers to the examimn-
ing committee be included at the tabie. =

It was obvious that Palladino did not want
a scientific examination of any sort. Rinn
then upped the reward to $2000 if she would
cause a small block of wood or a pencil to
levitate for a few moments. (Remember, she
was famous for "levitating” her sitting tabie
countless times.) Naturally, she refused. The
papers were full of this story, and even
though the publicity was negative, the demand
for her séances remained heavy. Until, that
is, Rinn publicized the method by which
people could effectively control her hands and
feet. The papers printed this information and
the phenomena dried up. Carrington and
Palladino had to fold their tent and close up
shop. That was the end of Palladino. She
returned to Italy and died in 1918.

In 1921 Harry Houdini obtained a signed
and witnessed statement regarding Hereward
Carrington from Francis Martinka, the famous
cdealer in magical apparatus. During the time
that Carrington was managing Paliadino and
nhaving his argument with Joe Rinn, he was
puying luminous paint from Martinka's magic
supply house. Rinn always wondered what sort
of explanation Carrington would give for such
a purchase, as luminous paint was only sold
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by Martinka to crookec mediums.

Much has been said by Beioff ana others
of various mediums’ ability o procuce pheno-
mena uncer what they consider test condi-
tions. I would refer the interestea reader to
the Tarbell Course in Magic, Voi 2, for "Dr.
Edward Saint's Spirit Séance.” Saint. who act-
ed as Mrs Houdini's manager, was quite a
character, sporting a monocie. waxec beard.
and cane. He devised a method that needed

no outside help and would allow a mecium-to”

produce psychic lights and spirit raps at var-
ious points in a room while the medium's
arms, hands, and legs were under compiete
control by four members of the audience. As
with most trickery of this type, the method is
extremely simple, and I estimate it would cos:
under five dollars to put together. As it is
arrt of a series of books that are near anc
dear to the heart of any worthwhile magician.

it would not serve well to expose it here.
Suffice it to say, it wiil work and is quite
effective.

In his articie, Beloff calis attention to
Palladino's ability to issue a cold breeze from
a scar on her forehead. While this stunt
fooied scientists for 25 years. Joe Rinn and
James Keilogg discovered that she produced it
by blowing upward and defiecting the air with

her fingers. heid over her face. A simple
trick, but obviously very effective.
Carrington was aware that Rinn, in 1903,

had publicized the fact that no medium could
defeat the condition of being bound with a
spool of tnread. The ability to siip out of
ropes and chains was well known to magicians
and mediums, but the same princiries used to
escape from those bonds couaid noi be used
with simpie thread. That Carrington knew this
is without question, as he cailled attention to
it in his book, The Physical Pnenomana of

- for Palladino,

Tne Britist. & Irish: Skeptic

In August of 1925,
at the Hotel AStor
he presenteda a num-

beilief in the paranormai.
ne sponsorec a conventior
in New York City, where
ber of known psychic fakes, including
Khaidah, anec Egyptian who had, in 1906,
freely admitted in print that he was a fake.

I think the case is quite clear that
Carrington cannot be taken seriously as an
objective observer of the paranormai. His
writing is self-serving and highly biased. As
the record clearly shows she
was a fraud and a fake. If she was genuine
on occasion, as some ciaim, she never permit-
ted herself to be tested under circumstances
that would preclude trickery and prove those
claims. Her entire life gives a lie to her
having any sort of gift or paranormai ability.

Beloff's conciusion states that we skeptics
can aiways rely on one supreme alily: the
poverty - of the human imagination. He is
wrong there, too. It is exactly that imagina-
tion, so malieabie in the conditions of the
séance room, that allows frauds like Palladino
to succeed with the simpiest of methods. The
sitters may have an experience, but not for
the reasons they are led to believe.

Further Reading
Coliier's Weekiy, May 4, 1910 and the
American Review of Reviews, July, 1910, for
articies by Professor Jastrow.
Sixty Years of Psychical
Joseph Rinn.
The Spiritualists, by Ruth Brandon.

Research by

This articie originally appeared in the LASER,

the newsietter of the Southern California
Skeptics, ané is copyrigh:t® 1986, 1987, by
David Alexander. All rights reserved. Used by
permissior.

Spiritualism. Carrington also stated in this
book. "We must assure ourseives that the con-
ditions of the experiment render fraud a phys-
ical impossibiiity. before we assume that the
phenomena observed are the resuit of super-
normai force.”

Obviousiv he did not foilow his own advice
with Eusapia Palladino. Indeec. as was report-
ed in the Brooklvn Stanadard Union of January
6. 1913. Cerrington admitted that nhe was sor-
ry he had used the breeze from the scar as
part of tne proof of the existence of paranor-
mai phenomena, confessead that she was a
fraud, and further admitted that 98% of so-
cailed mediumistic manifestations are
fraudulen:.

As the vears passed. Carrington coniinued
to make a living from the pubiic's ongoing

‘ -.wntn the power to bring much wealth to the one whose home .1

“Millionaires Sand”

“:GUARANTEED TO DO A SPECIAL FAVOR
FOR YOU TO BRING YOU MONEY

A LIFETIME OF MONEY

You wlll be so happy, screaming with pure Joy that we at ANN :
HOWARD KNOW YOU WILL WRITE AND TELL US WHEN YOUR ::
: MR UORARES SAND BLESSES YOU WITH AS MUCH MONEY AS YOU ::
= WANT. As soon as we hear from you we wilil Join your success :
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“ During one of my many travels, | met a most Holy Man who ::
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: this sand was In. They sald they felt It right away, thelr money =
blesslngs started Immediately. | went as fast as | could to th’s o
Dlace and brought some of this sand into my home. AND YES| -
Il FEBL ITS POWER, IT HAS BROUGHT ME MUCH WEALTH!
IRON CLAD GUARANTEE i Wiiting from Ann Howard -
The MILLIONAIRES SAND Is guaranteed to work for you...not just
for 2 short time BUT FOR LIFE! THAT'S RIGHT...FOR LIFE| if yOu are
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KNOCK: some new evidence

In an article published in The Freethinker
(October 1979, and the B&IS 1.1), I argued
that the 1879 apparition at Knock, Co. Mayo.
was most probably brought about by a magic
lantern. This conclusion was reached liargeiy
by an analysis of the depositions of the wit-
nesses, and particularly of the variants in the
two printed versions of these depositions in
the Weekly News of 21 and 28 February 1880
and The Apparition and Miracles at Knock by
John Macphilpin (Dublin, 1880). Since that art-
icie, new evidence has come from two sources
which corroborates the lantern hypothesis.
First. those familiar with optical equipment
nave tried to show that a magic lantern of
the time could, given the physical conditions,
have produced an effect similar to that des-
cribea by the witnesses (in particular, see the
television documentary on the paranormal. "Is
There Anybody There?,” Channel 4, 31
Octoper 1987).

But why, it has often been asked, wouid
someone have perpetratea such a bizarre
hoax? Where is the motive? Who is the cui-
prit? Cleariy, one needs to find someone who
would have 1) benefited from the hoax, 2} had
access to the church or schoolhouse, 3) had
an insider’'s intimacy with the village of

Knock. and 4) had the abiiity to have ac-
quired the magic lantern and engineer the
hoax.

The person who best meets conditions 2-4
was the parish priest of Knock., Archdeacon
Bartholomew Cavanagh. And it is clear from
the new evidence, which I shali be presenting
here, that he also meets condition 1. For he
needed Jjust such an event to boister his auth-
ority in the parish, authority which had been
dramatically undermined only two months be-
fore the apparition. This comes out in a con-
fidential intelligence report to the Irish Chief
Secretary of a meeting at Knock on 1 June
1879. The document is among the State
Papers in Dublin Castle; it is headed "confi-

David Berman

dential” and dated "3rd June 1879." As it has
never (as far as I am aware) been quoted or
even mentioned, I reproduce it here neariy in
fuli:

Al the men. ehout 300 who mearched = Knock. on thei cex
assembiec at @ place cailec Baring-Carro, and proceecec thence
in fours.

Tiey were profusely decoraiec with green szs-es. roseites.
ribbors anc laurel brancnes and leaves. They were commancec
by J.W. Nallv. suspect. Baiia, John O'Kzne. suspect. of this
towr.. and P.J. Gordor, Bootmexker, who lives here aiso. Aroiner
men who was introcuced as a W. Jones of Dubilin had a
command, bui he was actually 2 person ramec Sheridan, who is
a native of Bohold in this district. Ail these men addressed the
peopie assembled on the occasion who rumberec about 1500.
Sheridan was the first whc- deiivered a speech. He said: Father
Cavanagh (P.P.) had endeavoured to siamr them es blackguarcs,
he had done everything to brand them (cries down with him--cut
off his supplies). He shouid not trampie or the people who
hoped to benefit their Country. He had referred io one man by
nzme (Shame. and nine cheers for O'Kane) and seic that he was
actually drawing money and purchasing arms--The ozly motive is
the common benefit of our Country, that. by bancing themselves
together against the tyrant Landlords. There were police
present: let them hear a sample of their ideas. Le: them openiy
deciare their determination to stand and die together. T{Ley
were threatened with setters (the Constedulary. ir aliusion to
the formation of a barrack at Knock) bu: they should be no
longer lukewarm or cowardly. but prociaim in daylight what was
required.

0O'Kane next spoke: Father Cavanagh had made a weanton
attack upon him who wisted to see his Country free. J: was
said they were fenians--if that means heziers of British Rule
they were all fenians. Dic Fether Cevanzgh wish to be
reconciied to British Ruie? Who made the.r Couniry a desert?
Woulc thevy be reconciied? (three cheers ‘or the Zuius) They
should weait for their opporiunity. Engianc was as -ostiie as of
olc. the fair fieids of Irclané are co:veriec :into buliock
pasiures. He had promises from America--iy they work together

thev wouic work out the frcedom of =:reir Couriry. When
Engiund wouid be engagea by Russia it wouaic then be tihe
time. He did not want to conceal that whnen :he opporuunity
offered it would be embraced.

No police station was required at Knock; it would be ar
outrage to bring those ruffians--the poiice--amongst the peopie,
it would not deter them to do their dvty. They shoulé resist
the invaders and drive them into the Atlantic. His line was
chalked and he'd not depart from it. Gerdor. direciec the peopie
to pay no rent without getting an abatemer:.

If the landiords resistec they'd make the tenants not pay.

A Resoiution was then put forward by Sheridar in which it
wes proposed that Noian Farrelis Tenar:s (in this district)
shouid hoid out against their tyrant iandlorc. the scoundrel who
would crowd the workhouses of their saxc= enemies and their
Gaois--that they shouid sianao together.

Having had to wait to receive the =noies iaxen at the
meeting by the Kiltemagh Constabulary, I was unable to repor:
unti! today

iAD

J.C. Carter
{Dubiir. Castle. State Papers Office. C.S.C.R.P.--1879-9632.)

David Berman is a iecturer in philosophy at Trinity Coilege, Dubiin.
atheism in Britain is due to be publishec shortiy.

His forthcoming history of
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Plainly. Archceacon Cavanagh hac encan-
gered his prestige in the area by championing
the landlords and atiacking the iocal Fenian
or Land League ieaders. He would sureiy have
been alarmed by the “cries cown with him--cut
off his supplies.” And I should point out that
this report was taken very serious!y in Dubiin
Castle; for an officiai, probabiy the Attorney
General, has annotated it with words: "Very
bad, I assume the words can be proved.
20/6/79." Co. Mayo was, it wouid seem, in
the grips of a "conspiracy against all landed
property which widely “exists there.”" These
are the words of Lord Mayo, the Licutenant
for the County., in a letter (aiso unoticed) to

the Chief Secretary, datea 26 September
1879. Speaking of the "ziarming staie” of

Mayo, he continues:

=L RS SOOI &5 22enis ere
mplovers 10 insist upon the
1n Inc whole e i peri--many
cisturbeC. anc not oniy properiy, but

..]I neve no hes<tetion in sewin
jnstruciec or aliewec by
parment of rents.--whet
districts Wil D€ Vio.ent
life wiil be seriousiy ercangerec.

Threatening notices are posiec everywhere. ané on ail
estates however moderateiv renied enc whnere al!i righiws of
property are most leniently exercised, the tenantry are, through
fear of assassination, preventec paying their rents when ready
and willing to do so...

...it is to communism aione the present state of things in
that country is to be attributed, and this communism is the
consequence of the vioient agitation raised and maintained for
their own political purposes by a few demagogues.--of whom one
is a Justice of the Peace--who arc constantly inciting the
tenantry to resistance of all authority, and ali rights of
property...

I fing it impossibie to understand why there is such a total
absence of the military. not alone in Mayo but in the whoie of
the province of Connaught: sureiy there is no part of Ireland
where at this moment a military force is as necessary as it is

in Mavo...
(Dublin Castle, State Papers Office. C.S.0.R.P.--1880-580.)

Property and authority were under fire irn
Mayo in 1879. Hence it seems piausibie that
Archdeacon Cavanagh, whose owr authority
and livelihood were especiaily threatenea in
June of that year, shoui¢ look for a way to
reestablish his position which wouid also
strike a blow for the forces of law and pro-
periy and against the subversive Ferians ana
Land Leaguers. There is a long tradition, vos-
sibly going back to Plato, of deceiving the
vuigar in the interest of some (supposec) high-
er good. And I shouid point out that in the
1870's apparitions were featurcd in the Irisn
Catholic periodicais--for exampie, various num-
bers of the Illusirated Monitor, Dublin. for
the vear 1875. It is surely piausibie, then.
that the recentiy-denounced Arcnceacon
Cavanagh should consider engineering an appa-
rition by means of a magic lantern for certain
higher goods. But was it likeiy? That is, was
Archdeacon Cavanagh capable of subordinatin
truth to some other ideal?

Consider the foliowing account of Sister
M.F. Cusack. a nun who worked in Knock in

E.G.,
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ihe eariy 1880's. Initialiv. as she teils us in
The Story of my Life (Loncon. 1891). sne was

.

“fuil of enthusiasm™ for the apparition: but
she "soor found causc 1o cool down"
While I was in tnhe church one day | saw a bright iigh:

adove the altar, and ail the peopie were exciaiming, "There it
is! there it is! Now we nave seen it for ourselves.” I wes
somewhat impressed myself. and hoped that at iast I had seen a
supcrnatural sight. even if it was oniv a bright light. 1 weas
kneeiing when 1 first saw the light, but when I rose up from
my knees the light disappcared:.. 1 a: once knelt down agair.
anc io, the light shone once more as bright as ever. I tried this
experiment several times, and was then convincec that it was

H made up my minc to investigate

some reflection. 1 had
evervthing tnorougnly wher. I came to Knock. though my
I now went

prejucices were in favour of beiiecving everyihing.
near the aitar, ané a: once found out the cause of what
seemec supernatural. It was simply a very large giass stone.
-'which had caught the reflec:ion of the setting sun.

1 dared not touch anything abou! the shrine, so 1 went at
once to Father Cavanagh. whose house was quite near, anc
asked him to come and remove the “vision”, for I thought it
was dreadful to have tne people deceived. But to my
amazement--and | must admit aiso to my indignation--he wouid
not remove it. This made me very scepticai as far as ne was
wconcerned (pp268-9).

rom this circumstantial account I take it
that Archaeacon Cavaragh was capable of
aeceiving the peopie for what he probabiy
consicerecc some higher gooc--whether guarding
private property and pubiic order, or increas-
ing religious cevotion. [ should aiso mention
that the question of such ceception is stili a
matter of dcbate; for consider these who
sanction deceiving terminaliy iil patients about
their ilinesses, or governments' faisifying
information in the interests of national securi-
tv. or parents' telling white lies io childrern
about Santa Claus.

Although [ have claimedé that Cavanacsi:
engineered the apparition, I am not ciaiming
that he actually onerated the magic iantern. T
take it that he hired the ilantern, but it may
nave bpeen operated by someone else in
Knock, under Cavanagh's supervision. There is
a letter in the Tuam diocesan archive from a
Michaei McConnelil, from Belfast, who says
that a friend of his called Consiebic
McDermott, who had been stationea at Knock.
had told him that the apparition had beern
oroduced by a magic lantern operatec bv a
Protestant poiiceman stationec at Knock. (See
Catherine Rynne's Knocik: 1879-1979, Dublin,
1979, pp67-70.) This, of course. is hearsay. eas
s the statement I heara neariy eight vears
agzo from 2 senior member of the Irish Judicia-
to the effect that a solicitor of his ac-
queairtance ioi¢ him that his grandfather nirec

Ty,

a magic lantern to Archceacon Cavanagh
curing the week in questiorn.
Such orai information is uniikely to per-

suade bpeiievers., but it is worth preserving. if
only because it may lieaa to the discovery of
rara evidence in, for exampie, a letter or
diary.
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There is some hard evidence (iong Known)
that makes sense within the case ] am mak-
ing. namely, the striking fac:i that =aithougn
Cavanagh was within five minutes’ walking
distance of the apparition, he refusec to see
it when asked by his housekeeper, Mary
McLoughlin, the first to observe the appari-
tion. Later, Cavanagh is reported to have
consoled himself that: "If I had seen it...many
things would have been said that cannot now
be advanced with any fair show of reason or
probability on their side.” (Weekly News, 14
February 1880.) I take Cavanagh's absence
from the apparition to be neariy as striking
(and suspicious) as the disappearance of the
original manuscript depositions. My explana-
tion for his absence is that he was implica-
ted, and that his post factum staiement sug-
gests his implication. The pattern is not unfa-
miliar to psychologists: in short, the originai
cause 1is transformed into an excuse or
consolation.

A similar reversal of cause and effect is
also evident, I think, in "a vivid local memo-
ry, passed down in the family of [Patrick
Walsh] one of the...eyewitnesses to the appa-
rition,” according to which there was a meet-
ing of Whiteboys, to which young Walsh came:

1

.Letor, P=trick Walsh sapoiogised to Archdcaesn Czwoz
for nhearing him denounced at this meeting which he attended.
The peopie felt that the priest was so devoted to QOur Lady
that she protected him from the Whiteboys and those like them
(Knock: 1879-1979. p 83).

In William Coyne's Venerable Archdeacon
Cavanagh (Roscommon. 1953), there is an even
more dramatic story (again unsubstantiated)
about a secret society that had determined to
punish Cavanagh for "preaching caution and
restraint to his flock.”

At length it was resolved...to hzve his ears cut
off...However, before the date fixed for ihe sacreligious act the
extraordinary events of the 21 August 1879 (the apparition) nad
occurred at Knock. There was a compiete change..even -he
hardest of hearts..regarded it as a direc: sign through Our
Lady that a crime of the kind contemplated was a desecration...
(pp 82-4).

Here again we have, I think. a reversai of
cause and effect; that is, we are able to sce
what Archdeacon Cavanagh originaliy intendead
to achieve by his hoax. He wanted the
appearance of the Virgin Mary to “bring
about a complete change...even in the hardes:
of hearts;” just as he wished to make his
flock ashamed at naving heard and supported
his denunciation at the 1 June 1879 meeting.

I am grateful to Dr Wiiliam Vaughan for
drawing my attention to the June 1879 item
in the State Papers Office, Dubiin Castle, and
to Professor William Lyons for commenting on
an_eariier version of this paper.

THE APPARIT:ON AT
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Snake’s prank

A PYTHON snake, left unat-
tended in a Bremen flat while
its owner went away for the
weekend, turned on a bath tap
and flooded homes below,
police said yesterday. —Reuter.
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A CRACK terrorist group is plot-
ting to kidnap Princess Diana,
according to an American clair-
voyant with an uncanny track re-
cord of premonitions.

She says D will be drugged and bundled-
away to a secret location while demands are
made for her release.

\Miss Brenda Elliot, who forecat Homcme David
before it hit New York m 1979, had zrrangedto travel to

Londun durirg the week
to mform Yard
of bet fears.

But she injued ber
foot and had 0 cancd
her Loadoa hotel

But 2 Scodand Yard
spokesman sad “If this.
lady contacts us we
would be obliged to
pass oa her informatos
to our royalty and &
plomatic protection
uart.”

Miss Elliot, a 4-yeas-
old New Yorker, sad:
“It just suddenly came
1o me Oke 3 movie be-
fore my cyes.

=1 saw the pvincewm in

ANDY AND DI WILL ELOPE!

IF YOU think psychics are crackers,
you ain’'t seen nothing yet!

Here's what top American mediums
claim will happen before Christmas:
® Princess Diana and Prince Andrew
will jet off to the Caribbean together
for an lllicit, intimate holiday:
® White House aides will discover that
Russian spies have inserted radio trans-
mitters inside live rats to spy on
President Reagan.

Clairvoyant ‘sees’

SunNomy SPoRY 11/x[$F

princess in hands
of kidnap gang

o ople dressed
sax e [
cmxl uniforma. Oue
of the men had a black
patch over his eye.
*“The princess was
X 0 be
, and was
distressed. hats
“She waa wearing a
saarf on her bead, a red
ank top, jeans and loaf-
ers. She was tied up.”
Miss Elliot added:
“There s no indicanoce
of exactly whea this will
or how it will
end, but 1 have coro-
plete faith io my pre-

MONTANTS.

“Some o
0ot think geou‘:akd:zhﬁ
with a full deck, but
plenty of people will
testfy to my accuracy.”

® Former Marine Prince Edward will
courage by catching and
away a live grenade thrown at

prove his
tossin

The Queen.

@ Jane Fonda wiil become the world's
first female film star

@® A vicious terrorist

Miss Elliot had beea
booked iato the Keas-
ingtoa Palace Hotel and
her flight had becon

, all at her own
expeme.

She said: “l injured
vy foot and was u{vud
to ancel the trip. 1 will
be laid up for several
weeks, but [ will pass on
whatever | can to the
police in Londoa.

1 am a great admirer
of your royal family and
[ would hate anything to
happea to any of them.

“I suppose f m: -
dictioe comes mnyxp'h:n
{ can provide as full a
decripuon as possible
of the peopie involved
and where the prina=ss
is being held.”

in space.
ang will kidna

2

Princess Stephanie of Monaco. She wi l't

join the gang and get thrown

spectacular
police.
® A - nine-year-old Was‘-_
ington farm boy will be
discovered
an

after a

injured Yeti

father's barn.

® Actress
MacLaine will
that she has been in reg-

ular with

contact

alien.

shoot-out

looking

Shirley
announce
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Split
in U2
says
Zak

B\ RICHIE TAYLOR
“ARTISTiC  differences  ult
fead tc L2 losing one of ther
numter an the year ahead. a
member of the group will also
becorre involved in 2 public
contras ersy of a sexual
nature” These are just some
of Zakh Martin's predicuion: for
1985, *

. Une of the worlds foremost
psythics.  2ak  founded . the
Landor,  Poychie  Cemtre  in

J 1950 before coming hkome to
Dublin 1n 1986 to upen lus

XP!)'cluc & Hohstic Hed!th Cen-

\nlre in Ratrrunes. His predic-
tlone gnd o svchokinetc (mind
over  met=r)

desmonsirations
hzve been digested of length
by the British press and he
gn\ids that there us z hidden
power within us which can be

used fur  healing and  the
ke

X He has on occason. used
his  sp.eqe! povwers w0 asnst

police furces with missing per-
sons  end miurder cases  He
bas aocurately predicted world
events including the election
of Jimmy Carter 1n 1977 and
the winner of the (Grand
Natonai seven times in suc-
cession.

In 19%8. Zak forwes eco
rone reZovery an lreiund cul
JIminsung 1w o period of pros
Q-pemy on a par with the S

tte:  Also on his calendar are
a  telecommunications  <inhe
(mid e%) snG a wellurgantised

€sS (D

3cr|~un vutbresk that wi]l

Cause  seftvls embarrassment
to the ga nent

Poittica h= envinages Sinn

Fein. Ceapits current ad:erse
{-el:ng. beconung a4 imajer
force 10 Imap pohtics he sees
a detenroranion  of relations
beiaeen Ireland and the UK
— “ard there may b moes,
by the LUK goternment. 1o
reatrici the aciivities ur move
menis of Irish natiorals hivang
in o tratelhing 0 Briamy’
With Franne Fa! he tees o

5y FE
RINCE
Sir.atiC
dcvon
NEAR

i, whesc un

m the hunt

aberiive ans

o m
<he

Bul 4 Niaan, «y
I~

Loco M Coams
He a1 am e
™ “ e - 2
wrdre. am - U
— vn.mo s B oA en
“Th Aear v nare
the fan: ava == 1N

B ZAK MARTIN .
cil you want to know
for 1988

serous rift developing within
the party early in the New
Year. leading to the resigna-
tiori of a leading party -mem-
ber. ard ulumately o 3
more permanent dnision
within Fiarna Fal”

In Brnitain he foresees the
nft  between Charles and
Diana becoming more acute.
“with  the possible involve.
ment. by ane of the couple. of
a thwrd pany The health of
the Queen s @t present, and
will  increzsingly  become. a
cause for concermn’”

Britain  wll  also  make
move's towards the rewntroduc-
tion of capital punmishment;
Labour will regain much of its
lost support. a museum or ar,
galiery will be destroyed by
fire and a passenger planes”
wiil crash-lend off the Erglish
coast

On a .worldwide scale he
predicts  that  the new US
president wili be a “salesman
with  medical  connections™.
Michael Jackson will “form a
de=p relatonship and possibly
snnource his  inteation to
marry’

Z2akh  aly> foresees 8 huge
fire 1n Hong Ycong and several
irportant  breskthreughs  in
the battie agaiast Aids.

T date his precitions have
hed 3 high success rate and
in 1SR7 he predicied the dedth
¢f Rtz Havworth. the contro
sversy  surrounding presiderntial
candidaie Gany' Rart. a codcn
crash  near Leeds and the
prison unrest :n France. the
UK. ard Menice
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VRES EDITOR SUE BLACKHALL
1ARLES will be the target of an assas-
attempt — that's one terrifying pre-
»p psychic Jim Eflott has made for the

ture.

ari. puwen have been tahen senousiy by pohice
¢ Mouns murder victims, says the attempt will be
a2 will only be “shightly harmed™

1 0f (8¢ prediction s that the murder attemps sl be 1n
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‘to take off

: 3ispatec ieader of
ihe whole worlic :id
lake & gpant leap ‘z-ward
n 1988 wher she ad
thé arnogncemer: oi the
century

.A=~voraing to  ‘dose

Mghl. .rated {o-easiers
T o

! s — e ADer-
17an tabloid peyzusy —
it wll be the B-pDsh
4 e Mimitiers ¢yt to
reveal the incredidle
g=of that other cn.l:sa.
t00s ews: i1n space  and
iha: even she czuia face
oY  (USTUC  cpposiion.
Hcwever. ft is By no
meins  clear that even
s scientfe
will be enougn
1%e  popular
Feallires fro-

a7
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150%  sparking
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: goodtyc
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even more

preticlions

The Natonal Inguirer,
which soooped the world
n 1967 with iU paciures
of & amiling Donra Rice
perched or. Garv Hart's
knees, belleves that n
1968 no—hern Califormia
(and hopefully no: the
Prancess of Wales) wil)
be wiped out by a mas
sve arthqiake Bux
none of this will maiter
to Califcrmmars  much
since AiGs will have been
rezlaced by 8 new my3
ten) sain disesse wrich
will Bave almost every-
one here comung ou: ip
unsighy black blotches

If there 13 tme. how-
ever. to put these Qisas
ters  amde for a8 few
mao:sents aad concertrate
on poliucs! leadership in
the por Reagan ers °
the G Rart  affair
coud prove ‘ame swuff
At leas: one of the 19%
presideral hopefuls will
agparendy dmp out of

115
8 picture of hif
ed © 8 woran’
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“Mhcre really wil
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“But here are amwe acly 10 Be
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EFFREY ARCHER went jog-
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One man who's sure he is, though,
is clalrvoyant Stephen Alexander,
will be the next

who predicts he
Prime Minister.

“ Mr Alexander says he
forecast the libel case
;_\cmq of the former

m Ci
u?? millionalre author
last week
He also claims he pre-
dicted the record

£500,000 dmﬁ award
against the Star news
paper.

ked
him and believed in his
innocence.
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Alexander 2
My predtcuurtmgo;
Je is v s
xeﬂxﬂe a popular Prime
Minister in flve years,
and very much in Mrs
Thatcher's mould.’
He said Mr Archer
would be given a juniog
Cabinet post nhe‘ﬂ_
Spring, but would have
to win a by-election arst.
Mr Alexander says his
skills as a clairvoyant
have been called upon
by police in the York-
shire Ripper and Moors
murder inquiries.




STATE of the ART

IMPORTAN i NOTICE

That there be no misunderstancirs—Ra it dlshncfly understocd that ali
effects described in this catalogue are accomp:.o™7~ &1 ~ar=2l manns and
ore entirely divorced from any supernctural or supernormcl pewsrs; thet any
items liste¢ as:'lucky picces’ are soid rierely ©s curious withsut ary cloim
to mystericus or lucky powers’ ther all apparatus and effects are sold with
she distinet undersion?ing thot they will be used for magical crd entertain-

m2nt Sarpcies only.

Thus the catalogue of Nelson Enterprises,
"Largest Exclusive Manufacturer of Mental
Equirment in the World." Here was the place
to get your talismans, Iiodestones, Ouija
boards. ritual cricifix candles, seals from the
book of Moses. John the Congueror Root, and
even souvenir gazing crystals. All items were
priced by the dozen, some per hundred and

per thousand. Mr Nelson also offerea
horoscopes and zodiacal charts, assorted
readings ($5.50 per package of 1000),

grapnology charts, a diploma conferring the
Honorary Degree of Master Mentalist (no
yeariy dues), and "valuable books you should
own", again at quantity prices, and including
such gems as "Six Lessons in Crystal Gazing,”
"Key to Numerology,” "The Book of Forbidden
Knowledge,” and "Are you Mediumistic?” for
resale to the adoring public for whatever the
traffic would bear. For those who "desire to
make their own alieged Lucky Talismans,
seais, scrolls, and charms,” he had sheets of
Genuine Virgin Parchment Paper. 8 x 5 1/4
inches, three for a dollar. And he would even
help you get into the mail order business with
an eight-page catalogue of Occuit Books and
Psychic Aids, available at $22.50 per
thousand. All items couid be personaiized with
your imprint for a slight extra charge.

Nelson himself had much success with his
World Famous Enchanted Talking Teakettle,
which answered questions put to it by the
credulous who applied the spout to their ears.
He also conducted for seven years a radio
programme called "Voice of Destiny” on
which, as "Dr Korda RaMayne,” he did nothing
but answer listeners’ questions sent in by
mail. That was in Detroit: if you lived more
than a few hundred miles away, you could
buy his how-to book and try to seil yourself
with the same act to your local station.

The British & Irisr Skertic

Frank Chambers

"Personal instruction in ALL phases of
Mentalism” was "available on an houriy basis.
appointments made by mail.” Apparentiy he
didn't accept appoiniments made by telepathy.
He recognized that reporters are busy,
uverWorked peopie, and accordingly offered z

rand New Series of pubuclty storles anad
press notices for the mentalist.

“Getting down to professionai effects
avaiiable from his catalogue (but only after
you had sent in your card where you swore
not to divuige, etc.) there was "Do the Deac
Return?” described as a lecture-demonstration
of which "only a few wiil realize its true
possibilities and turn them into major profits,”
"How to Book Your Attraction (Live like a
millionaire aboard some of the world's most
luxurious cruise ships and get paid for it),”
and "Answers to Questions (The lack of
knowledge of how to answer questions has
proved the oniy stumbling biock to many
performers and now we offer to the
profession (only) the real secret of answering
questions of ANY and ALL TYPES that may
be submitted by the audience).” There was
the "New Secret Invention (just a fiick of the
magic switch and you have instant secret
communication between two persons: new
transistorized versier., price on request).”
There was "The Mystery of the Gyrating
Tables (Manuscript Tells All, No Stooge or
Confederates).” There was "Confessions of a
Medium, a Thoroughly Accurate Exposé of the
INNER working and LIFE-GUARDED secrets
of the medium. psychic and healer, inciuding
sample ads to run in the local paper, advice
on bleeding suckers for money, and an
explanation of how anyone <can get a
certificate which makes them immune from
Police Interference: limited edition. deiuxe
book oniy $5.00. Sold with the distinct
understanding that any information derived
from this exposé will be used for legitimate
purposes only, or for the reader's protection
from Grafting Mediums.” Even in 1959. $5.00
wasn't very much to pay for a hard-back
book, so if you had sent for a copy you
shouldn't have been too surprised to receive

(cont. on p 24)

Frank Chambers is a retired engineer, a magician, and a member of the Irish Committee.
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TELEPATHY: a mechanism?

An old claim about teiepathy is that it is
due to electromagnetic radiation (the old
"wireless" analogy). Nonetheless, one avenue
of approach to the question in this form has
not, to my knowledge, ever been followed: a
thorough examination of possible receivers
and/or transmitters in the living organism. If
such can be found, we must seek a reason
why it is such a rare phenomenon that its
very existence can be in dispute. The probiem
is comparable to one that has often occurrec
in particlie physics when a new particie has
been postulated to account for certain anoma-
lies, and later been proven to exist after the
most rigourously painstaking and costiy
research.

Such transmission from one brain to an-
other would, in telecommunication terminoiogy,
come under the headings of interference and
crosstalk, which are detrimental to communi-
cation. In this context, the brain is a compu-
ting system making swift decisions for survi-
val, so must be protected against such
effects. We already know that signals in the
brain are carried by chemical transmitter sub-
stances, very many of which are produced in
other paris of the body for quite different
functions. If, as can happen in certain dis-
eases, those produced in the Soma (the rest
of the body) become mixed with the same
substances from the brain, the results can be
disastrous, whether in the Soma or in the
brain. Hence there is a system which chemi-
cally isolates the two, known as the "Blood-
Brain Barrier,” which has been evolved by
natural selection to minimise such effects. As
we know from pathology it is not an absolute
guarantee against their occurrence, but it
usually works very well.

Telepathy, if it is physically real, must be
met by a corresponding defense, hence must
be exceptional and erratic like pathological
phenomena.

Gordon Gray

The question posed here is: is there a
structure in the living organism that could
receive/radiate electromagnetic energy, and
under certain exceptional conditions interfere
with the normal signalling processes of the
brain? A possible candidate for this is in the
membrane that surrounds every living cell and
through which it interfaces with the world
outside it. Briefly, this is a "forest” of sub-
microscopic "aerials,” lipid molecules, each
with a carboxyl charge-bearing structure fac-
ing inwards or outwards. The size of this
"aerial” is such that it would be tuned to
radiation, not in the radio frequencies, but in
the gamma radiation band, more penetrating
than X-rays.

So, we have a possible aerial, but we need
a "detector.” This is where the carboxyl ends
come into piay. For taken ail together in the
doubie membrane, they comprise the two eiec-
trodes of a capacitor, which is moreover an
electrolytic capacitor having another special
property: it is a rectifier of alternating vol-
tages, so, under the right circumstances it
could be a detector of gamma-ray patterns.

Under normal resting conditions, all living
ceils are held at a constant voltage across
the membrane by means of a chemical mecha-
nism known as an Jon-pump. The voliage may
vary from one cell type to another but nor-
mally remains constant. There is no way
radiant energy can affect this steady poten-
tial without destroying the cell. There are
two important exceptions to this behaviour in
nerve-ceils and muscie fibres. In the resting
state these are also constant, but when
actively pulsing, the membrane potential swift-
ly reverses and more slowly recovers. Imme-
diately after firing, the cell cannot be retrig-

gered, but as the "ion-pump" restores the
resting state, the old potential difference
builds up. At a certain point in this build-up,

the ability to accept a further trigger is

Gordon Gray is a retired computer engineer/technical writer, later a teacher of mathematics,

and a member of the Brain Research Association.
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(Chambers, cont.) ] ' ‘
a mimeographec, typec manuscripted of 350

pages. Yes, I am sorry to have to teil you
that Mr Neison has long since "passed over,”
as we in the trade say. Who took over his
lucrative business I have been unabie to
ascertain.

A large section of this remarkable omnium
gatherum was given over to what were
euphemistically described as "Spook Show
Supplies,” with the usual caveat that these
goodies were not intended for use to fool or
mislead. Here we find "Floating Spirit Faces,”
and "Instantaneous Ghost,” ectoplasm,
collapsible reaching rods, luminous hands,
luminous paints ("guaranteed non-injurious”),
and an "Astral Light,” a luminous circie which
seems to recede into the distance as it gets
smaller and smalier.

I can't leave the subject without
mentioning "The Art of Cold Reading” (you
need not be the seventh son of a seventh son
or be born with a 'veil over your cyes' to be
a successful so-called clairvoyant or private
reader! No sir--such ability is not inborn--it is
achieved!” This book is "not a rehash of the
other textbooks, but new and more
comprehensive enlightenment on the subject.”
'Cold reading' is the abiiity to teli an
individual things about himself which the
performer has no way of knowing beforehand.
It is accomplished partly by using what
psychologists call "the fallacy of personal
verification™ (that 1is, telling the sucker what
everyone likes to hear about himself) and
partly by adroit comments posed in a
questioning way, to which the innocent
responds with positive or negative grunts or
body language, thus giving the Swami more
material to test.

All this was on offer twenty-five years
ago, including the transistorised "New Secret
Invention." Who is purveyor to the trade
today? If no one else is serving the markei,
where are our faith healers getting their
radio gimmicks? Perhaps Mr Neison was able
to take it with him, and is in fact filling
orders from wherever he now resides.

NELSON ENTERPRISES,

coLuMBUS, OHIO

Genuine Gazing Crystals

Crechoslovakia and Japan, these crystals represent the
best quality currently available, and at these low prices.
No flat bascs.

Suitable for profcssional use, or re-szic, available in
the following sizes. The sizes indicate the diameter of the
crystals.
60MM or 234", each ...
65MM or 2%", each.
70MM or 23,7, each.....
BOMM or 3'4*, each...
115MM or 4%, cach.

All crystals F.O.B. Columbus, Ohio

Due to unsetiied worid cond:tions. changing tanffs. etc. these prices

c.biect 10 f{luctustions. and prices cannot be guaranieed 1! and

whe: ire markel permits lower frices. you will be given the benefit of

nange Our stocks are ampie. but do not permit large guantity
se is assured us

The British & Iris: Skeptic

(Gray, cont.)

restored, but in the nerve cell, or "neuron,”
the speed of transmission is at first slower if
for any reason a second trigger is accepted
during the recovery. As the build-up proceeds,
the transmission speed of an accepted signal
would rise towards the normal level. Hence,
any pattern imposed on gamma radiation inci-
dent on the neuron membrane could be recti-
fied during this period of reduced velocity
(relative refractory period), hence could alter
the times at which some elements of an
otherwise normal signal pattern arrived at the
next stage in the network. Any "telepathic”
pattern imposed on the firings of recovering
cells would appear as subtle super-impositions
on the normal patterns. As only a small frac-
tion of the total population of neurons are in
the r.r.p.'s at any moment and the earliest
pulses would be too weak to trigger following
neurons in the network, this effect of another
or even the same brain must be minimal but
real.

The "engineering” advantage of "All-or-
none" signals in the nervous system is to
minimise the very phenomenon of telepathy.

This argument is based on "classical”™ phys-
ical theory, still valid in most engineering
applications, which must be considered in phys-
iological problems. However, in the present
context, we are concerned with molecular, i.e.
sub-cellular, structures. At this level, quantum
effects loom largely, and these render tele-
pathy even more tenuous. Nevertheless, as
anyone having heard "ghostly” conversations
on the telephone knows, neither interference
nor "crosstalk” can be eliminated absolutely in
practice. Hence, as materialists we are bound
in the present state of knowledge to admit
the likelihood that, however tenuous, some
such effect may exist. But we must be just
as certain that it can only be an exceptional-
ly tenuous phenomenon.

This caution, however, leaves us open to
consideration of the consequences of such
communication, tenuous as it probably is. Only
living brains could communicate in this way,
usually with badly garbled messages, snatches
of longer, more comprehensible ones. Never-
theless, given its reality as a phenomenon, it
does directly imply the existence of what is
in effect a collective consciousness and a
collective, immortal memory. The postulate of
reincarnation, which is in any case a logical
absurdity, self-contradictory, is redundant in
the context of a collective memory, even a
very tenuous one.
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The Guarcdian seems to vary wiialy
between writing criticai articies about such
subjects as Esalen (18 November) or
superstition (30 December) and publiishing
articles, mostly by Jiliie Coliings, which seem
aimost to be glowing advertisements for
various alternative therapies. To hand are:
"Going crystal gazing in the body's inner
space,” (7 January), which is about “new
discoveries in Kirlian photography and crystai
energies;” "Pinning hopes on the needles” (by

Andrew Moncur), about the use of
acupuncture in treating animals, which
recounts the successes of Mrs Trixie

Williams; and "A sole purpose” (Jillie Collings.
5 November), about Metamorpaics

Metamorphics, Collings tells us. derives
from Reflexology. She writes of Reflexoiogy:
"Consistent therapy has been found to have
remarkabie effects on illnesses ranging from
arthritis, migraine, constipation, ulcers and
kidney infections to angina and bronchitis.”
She goes on: "Metamorphics goes much deeper
and poses the question: what happens if the
energy appears to have been biockec right
from the moment of birth or even before as
in the case of some physicai and mentai
handicaps, such as Down's Syndrome? This
seemingly preposterous concept does not seem
too far-fetched when it is viewed from the
vantage point of modern scientific thought,
which centends that where there is matter of
any kind there is eilementary consciousness
and as such it may be influenced.” She retaiis
Robert St John's research in the fieid and his
conciusions: "the practice was so simpie he
knew that it could be learned in half an hour,
and thereafter teaching families to massage
each other's feet became an integral part of
the Metamorphics doctrine.”

It seems a pity that the Guardian does
not apply the same critical skilis to reports
of success with alternative therapies which
they bring to their analyses of Margaret
Thatcher's policies.

The South Wales Echo seems t0 have been
fascinated by Operation Deepscan: of aii the
press reports, theirs seems to have been the
most comprehensive of anywhere outsice of
Scotiand. Since then, they have quoted
bookmakers’ odcs as 150-1 against Cnris
Bonington (who is wagering £10) finding the
yeti. And they, among other papers, toi¢ the
story (on 30 December) of the scientists
trying to trap spirits trapped in the walls of
pubs...

THE PRESS GALLERY

The (Scottish) Sunday Express has been
running & series of UFO stories. Published
under the byline of Ralph Barker, the articles
are introduced: "...UFOs have fascinated and
baffled for hundreds of years, with reported
sightings all over the worid. But are they
really fact or fantasy? The Sunday Express
has been talking to eyewitnesses whose
experiences are thrilling, compelling,
disturbing--and hard to refute.” Cases covered
so far include the Todmorden case (when
policeman Alan Godfrey reputedly saw a UFO
in Yorkshire) and the case of a UFO
reputediy seen by two teenage girls outside
of Leeds.

Further articles from the Sunday Express
include a report of an astrology conference
held at the end of November, an article
about the use of faith healers by local health
authorities in Brighton and North London, and

"Bio-Harmony” compound, which aliegedly
slows ageing.
The Independent reported another UFO

story on 1 January, when eight policemen are
supposed to have seen a UFO flying over

London. "News of the sighting put the
Aetherius Society on full alert at its
headquarters, a converted shop in Fuiham

Road..." Dr Richard Laurence, the society's
secretary is quoted: "'Patrick Moore says it's
just Jupiter...I've been on TV with him. As I
said to him then, I wouidn't talk about
astronomy because I don't know enough about
it ana he doesn't know anything about fiying
saucers and should keep quiet about them...
We don't think it's strange or eccentric to
believe in flying saucers. On the contrary, we
think it's eccentric to disbelieve.'"

The newspaper also reported: Kasparov has
lost the mind-reader who claims to be behind
his success, the effects ghost stories can
have on house saies; research into near-death
experiences. And in an article baiancing the
claims of materialism and religion, William
Rees-Mogg sums up: "Nature abhors a vacuum;
science abhors a miracle.”

The London Evening Standard aiso varies--
they rarn a small write-up about the formation
of the lIrish Skeptics (see B&IS 1.5). More
recently they've been reporting skeptically on
Conan Foods, a body-building diet which they
say, "is big business. It not only sells on the
basis of being abit to turn mice into men, it
also exploits the health craze by purporiing
to be totally naturai.” And on 18 December
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they reported that an unnamed "medium from
Tower Hamlets communicates with [Lord
Lucan) in the South of France where he's
apparently working in a vineyard.”

The Observer seems to have it in for
Shirley MacLaine, with a short, slightly
sarcastic piece about MacLaine's tours of
historic sites in between bouts of filming (6
December) followed by a longer
trance channeling (10 January).
"'Channellers,’” reports Michael Pye, "have
new consciousness and new Porches both;
they are upwardly mobile, with spirit guides
(enough for Doonesbury to mock poor Boopsie,
whose ancient Egyptian warlord helps her
fight for parking spaces at the mall). And
they are not sad- spiritualists, harrassing the
beloved dead in suburban front rooms; they
are execulive ..class, with bright Pentecostal
eyes."

Pye goes on to report on attending a
session with Serge Grandbois of Quebec. He
points out that "Sarah Grey Thomason, an
American lingnist, found the entranced always
use what +ihey already consciously know,
woihing  more." About Serge and  his
channeiling, Pye says, "this is ego as religion,
origins remade in line with aspirations, with
the added twist wrong, in channelers' terms,
to be sick or hurt. It is your fault.

"There are hundreds of thousands of these
people across America--Yuppie fundamentalists
with nobody to suggest they owe a duty of
compassion. Shirley MacLaine and her chums
may turn out to be the nice ones.”

Meanwhile, the Sunday Telegraph ran a
full-page piece "More things in heaven and
earth..." (27 December) in which Daniel Farson
recounts his experiences of ghosts. Farson
notes that "The most common apparitions are
monks...and ladies dressed in grey."” He
concludes there must be a physical
explanation for this--although he draws no
conclusions from his having seen his own
ghost--a monk--in the middle of the night when
he was in bed asleep. Farson tells of meeting
the Ghost Club, and quotes Nancy Astor: "The
trouble with ghosts is that their appearances
are against them.”

Celebrity magazine ran a two-part series
of which we have part two, "BUNKUM!" (3-9
December), a review of the Enfield poltergeist
case. SPR member Peter Hallsan is quoted as
disagreeing with Maurice Grosse's
interpretation of events. Hallsan is quoted
extensively. Some samples: "...in all the cases

piece on-
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I have investigated, there does tend to be a
logical explanation...I believe the girl was
playacting.” This skeptical article was coupled
with a short piece about a haunted bar in
Florida, and accompanied by a promise: "Next
week: Exorcist forced to retreat when
attacked by flying jar of coffee!”

The Sunday Times ran an interesting piece
(no date) "When to be naughty as well as
nice,” an analysis of what sells tabloid
newspapers. The article quotes a Mori poll
which showed that in "social classes Cl1 and
C2...one in three don't read any paper at all.
The rest read four papers; overwhelmingly
The Sun (20%) or the Mirror (18%), otherwise
the Mail and Express (each 11%). Reporter
Brian MacArthur's conclusion: "Successful
tabloids thrive on failures to live up tec the
Ten Commandments. That is why they are
read and bought in their millions."

On December 11, in "It's those Martians
again” Charles Brenner comments on American
tabloids, pointing out their fondness for UFOs
and aliens: "Among headlines of the past
three months: 'Aliens helped write the
constitution’, 'Airforce captures UFO', 'I was
pregnant with alien baby' and 'Space alien
bodies found on Mount Everest'. But nothing
could compete with the News's scoop on the
secret Soviet discovery of those long-
suspected links between UFOs, Atlantis, the
Abominable Snowman and the Bermuda
triangle.”

The Yorkshire Evening Post seems to be
full of small, odd items. In "It Happened To

Me,” a section which pays £1 for such
stories, we find that Russell Grant got it
right: "My YEP stars said yesterday I should
beware accidents with electrical applicances.
Last week I had two small shocks from my
electric typewriter and yesterday, when the
iron felt funny, I found loose wires inside it"
(20 October).

The Post also ran an article on an ex-
speedway rider who, as "The Man in the Iron
Mask,” rides his motorcycle blindfolded (iron
mask and black hood, inspected by the public)
and avoids people wandering at will in and
out of his path. On 18 November, the Post
tells of "unemployed warehouse manager David
Barclay [who] has used a series of disturbing
psychic experiences to launch himself on a
new career as an author.

"His first book about the supernatural goes
on sale tomorrow. Fatima--A Close Encounter
of the Worst Kind? looks at how the
paranormal might provide an explanation...
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Sceptic says it

SO-CALLED myth explod-
ers held their inaugural meet-
ing in Manchester recently. I

(@ refer 10 the Skeptical Society.

o whose missicn seems to be

* exposing  cleirvovants  and

Hpsychics. Thzt is along with

* stories  concerning  UFO

fsightings, heziers and metal
benders.

Appearently leading lights
of the Manchester branch are
lecturers and researchers at
the city’s university.

Toby Howzrd, a university

¢J computer researcher, told a

3 local paper he attended a
psychic fair in the city.

I~ “Neerly il the people
there seemed sincere,” he
commented. "But [ saw no-
thing to corvince me that
there were any people with
specizl powers.”

And he is quiteright . . .in
a sense. For there is nothing
specizizbout iz gifiz of clair-
voyance and healing, to name
but two.

Psychic faculties are quite
norrzl; there is nothing su-
pernztural at all about them.
They are of nzture, not above
nature.

Frznkly, I get increasingly
weary of Doubting Thomases
who take delight in pouring
scorn upon the paranormal.

A medium’s role is very
simple: 10 prove to the be-
reaved and lost that physical
death is nor the end.

Similarly a spirit healer’s
task 1s to try' and restore
harmony to the ill in mind and
bodv. be it twisted limbs or a
sorelyv troubled mind.

Let the Skeptics say what
they want, for we have more
imporiant work to do, name-
ly proving to a matenalistic
world that our time on earth
isbutnaught compared to the
infinity which awaits all —
both sceptic and believer.

SKEPTICS

all

3 :
JCALLING
poltergeists,
Jclairvoyants,

-telepathists, UFO
#J:otters and potential
ri Gellers!

The Manchester
Skeptics group is hol-
ding its inaugral mee-

gt'm.g at The Friends’
UMeeting House, Mount
:;‘Street, Manchester at
17.30pm on Wednesday.
§ The Skeptics want
clairvoyants, dowsers
.and the like, from
\y) Stockport and the rest
of Greater
~Manchester, to come
" forward for testing to
. see if their claims are
_true. Large rewards
thave been offer-d for
,arvor * abl» to
. d.mc st 1te paranor-
mal abilities in cont-
rolled settings.
- Thousands of
- pounds can be won,
ut so0 far nobody has
been able to demonst-
rate the validity of
their claim beyond
reasonable doubt.
The meeting w1ll be
introduced by Dr Mar-
. tin Bridgestock, a wisi-
| ting lecturer from
| Austrailia who has
been involved in the
paranormal and it's
claims for many years.
Also speaking will
be Toby Howard, a
computor researcher
at
University, who said of
a recent psychic fair
he attended: "I saw
nothing to convince me
that there were aay
- people with special
" powers.”
And a demonstra-
tion of how vunerable
people are to clever

misdirection will be-

undertaken by profes-
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In the middle "~

IT'S A SHAME, but I don’t get as much loony
mail as I used to.

Many a

dull mornirg has been brightened up by the
news that e world was going to end in a
_Ia,g".'e of bziis a week next Tuesday, or that
ittle green Ten were controling the climate
from 2 hole .= Mount Everest. Actually I made
these up, bu: you get the idea.

V-"hat's wirse, I'm now getting mail from
pecp.e who claim to be decidedly anti-loony.

The lates: :s from the Skeptical movement,
whose mem.Czrs might not be able to spell but
are nonethelsss determined to nour eold water
on the claurs of fiying-saucer bellevers, clair-
voyants, Christian fundamentalists, and so on.

The movement, already strong In America
(of course), Australia and, for some reason,
Sweden, is ccming to Britain and intends to
start a Marchester gToup with an inaugural
meeldng at 'he Friends’ Meeting House in
Mournt Stree:, Manchester, on December 9,
(thcugh there s no cornectlon with the
Society of Frz=nds).

The first session will hear from an Austra-
lian lecturer zeen to disprove the clalm of the
creaon science people — you know, the
risgeided tyoes who believe the Bible can be
t.aug;t as 8 sl.ence subject.

Also on t= bil]l are a ccrnputer researcher
from Manchesier worrled about the Increasing
ciaims of psychics end clziryoyants, and pro-
fessicnal meagzician Frank Koval, who ‘will
show just how far tricks can take ore down the

ne
<)

in the NEWS

Manchester.

ath of foolirg some of the people 2all of the

ime...

With the ‘zonies on cne side and the anti-

loories on tre other, it's a
in the micci: are reasona

%ood job most of us
ly sane and take

both sides w.% a pinch of sait ... or two.
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“Would you

A GROUP of local ‘dishelievers’
will bold a meeting at the
Friends’ Meeting House in the
city’s Mount Street nex: Wednes-
day - to form a socety.

The aim is to foun< a local
‘Skeptical Society”’ to i=vestigate

helieve it?

clai=s of the paranormal such as
UFO sightings, telepathy,
poltergeists, clairvoyance and
metalbending.””

Beginning at 7.30pr. the xee-
ting will be introduced by visidng
lecturer Dr Mardn Bridgstock

sional magician Frank -

" Koval




Manchester Metro News

e e e _a

TELEP-\THY poltergeists,
clairvoyance and UFO sight-
ings are just a few of the sub-
‘jects which will come under
the microscope in Manchester
next week. ' .

For the very first meeting of the
city's Skeptics group — a society
‘which will investigate claims of
the parznormal — is to be held
on Wednesday.

Toby Howard, a computer
researcher at lhe Um\ersxty of
Manchester, is the prime mover
behind the Manchester scoiety.

He tuid Metro News: “The Skep-
tics are a world wide movement
with strosg established groups in
the United States. .

“There has been’ some 1ntere=t
in the mocvement in Britain in the
last five to six years, but I believe
this is tke ﬁrct group in the Man-.
chester zrea.’

He claims that “hlle the Skep

Frid_ay,

By Chris Southern

tical movement is open minded
towgrds paranormzl phenomena,
they believe claims should be
carefully tested.

“I would be delighted to dis-
cover for instance that someone
could actually communicate with
the dead, but there is no
evidence that this can be done.”

Toby, who is hoping that
between 100 and 200 people will
attend the first meetmg at the
Friends’ Meeling Iisuge in Mount
Street on December 9, at
730 pm, says:

“I would like to pubhc1<e the

. fact that there are’people who

are looking at these things in a
rational way and if anyone is
interested "in investigzting the

parenomal or in meeting people ”

with similar interests they are
very welcome to come along.”

Manchester Evenmg News

o - ——

The Britisnh

He' is especially interested in
the claims of clairvoyants and
psychics to predict the future.

He recently attended a psychic
fair in Manchester. “Nearly all
the people seemed very sincere,
but I saw nothing to convince me
that there were any people with
special power. But since they
were charging about £6 for a 10-
minute consultation I'd like to
see a careful checking of their
abilities under controlled
conditions.”

The meeting will be attended
by guest speaker Dr dartin Bride-
stock, a visiting lecturer from
America, and by professional
magician Frank Koval who will

" demonstrate just how vulnerable

human beings are to clever
misdirection.

There will also be a video tape
of some sensational studies in the
US of faith-healing frauds.

Monday, December 7, 1987

Mlnd out, there’s
Skeptlc about!

& Irish Skeptic

e By Peter Sharples

THE . myth-exploders are commg to
Manchester
" Their mission. To boldly go to any
lengths to edpose ‘crackpot clairvoyants
and so-called psychics.

And to shoot down in flames any"
Thoary: old: stories of UFO sightings,

-“miracle” faxth healers ami metal- :

‘benders. “ -

The Skeptical Somety aim to expose
once and for all the charlatans who
. make money out of superstition.

Leading lights of the local Skeptical

,movement __ are, lecturers _and
researchers at Manchester University.~
They will hold an inaugural meeting at"-

< powers.- -

_.origins. in the. United Slates, _where
they spell differently. . . = ...~ i

the Fnends Meeting House, in Mount
Street, Manchester. on Wednesday.
Toby Howard, a university computer
researcher who recently attended a
psychic fair in the city said: “Nearly
all the people there seemed sincere, :
but I saw nothing to convince me that
there were any people with speclal
-~

- @ Sceptics, who maybe tempted not to
take the aims of the Skeptical Move-
ment seriously because of the strange
way they spell their name, should be ar
in mind that the. movement has its

5.
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In recent years, popular ideas about the
paranormal have undergone a subtle, but very
important transformation. The emergence of
the "New Age" has brought about a kind of
grand unification of many of the fringe and
paranormal interests traditionally labelied
"occult.” Along with this regrouping has come
an extraordinary growth in recognition and
respectability, and, more dangerously, a shift
in what is popularly regarded as scientific
fact. Certainly New Age thinking embodies
what many wouid consider iaudable ideals--
positive lifestyles, self-help and development,
environmental awareness--but on the other
hand it carries aiong with it many of the
irrational trappings of its predecessors. Think
of any occult/fringe subject, and the chances
are that it will slide smoothly into the New
Ager's worla-view and vocabulary. One of the
characteristics of the New Age 1is its
diversity, and many of the traditional follies
find themseives re-expressed in the new
system. Spiritualism casts off its dusty doily
image and becomes channeiling--Red Indian
spirit guides and ail; energies supposed to
radiate from the fingers of natural healers
now come from hi-tech pockei-sized electronic
devices. One of Britain's largest and most
well-organised sources of New Age
paraphernalia is Brighton's "Unicorn Place”
(39, Duke Street, Brighton, BN1 1AG). Within
the pages of its mail-order catalogue New
Agers can find Jjust about all the gadgetry
they need. Ail the more popuiar forms of
"New Age science” are coliected and
presented as a compiete package. For New
Agers there is an implicit continuity: once
they accept the truth of, say, pendulum
dowsing, the rest follows--palmistry,

phrenology, pyramid power, crystal power,
channeliing. All are wvalid, everything is
proven. So, after this onslaught of all things

fringey, it comes as something of a surprise
when the order form rather grudgingly
announces, "'The Unicorn Place' claims no
mystical, medical or esoteric powers with any
of our advertised products.” What a letdown!

The subject of "anomalous phenomena” is
one which stirs the passions in many free-
thinkers and skeptics. Two publications which
approach the subject in strikingly different
ways are Fortean Times and Science
Frontiers. Fortean Times (96, Mansfield Road,
London NW3 2HX) is a quarterly publication
edited by Bob Rickard, also responsibie for
the recent Brooke Bond 'Paranormal’ card

* John Lennon.

Toby Howard’s PSYCHIC DIARY

series (see B&IS 1.2). Each issue is crammed
with reports {often highly anecdotal) from
around the worid of unusual, bizarre, and
frequently hilarious happenings. Typical topics
include rains of fish, spiders, and winkles,
"faces” in the sky, humans with horns, feral
children, strange coincidences, expioding
chickens... The secret is not to take it al}
too seriously--FT is often infuriating, but
always entertaining. Along simiiar iines, but
much more restrained, is the work of Wiliiam
Corliss, whose bimonthly Science Frontiers
(Sourcebook Project, P.O. Box 107, Glen Arm,
MD 21057, USA) newsietter is full of strange
reports mostly cuiled from respectable
scientific journais such as Nature. Mr Coriiss
is an archetypal free-thinker; while he
sometimes Juxtaposes respeciable scientific
reports with wild speculations, he more often
presents his data without comment, leaving
the bail squarely in the reader's court. Can
explanations be found within established
scientific knowledge for strange occurrences
such as earth noises, flashes in the sky, rains
of objects, marine phosphorescence? Or must
we declare them "paranormai,” invoking alien
visitations, mystical powers, and the rest?
Whatever one's outlook, Science Frontiers is
a fascinating recora of reiiabiy reported
pnenomena, whose very strangeness shows just
how much there stiil is to understand and
discover.

Spirits whose taients lie on the musical
side shouid contact medium Rosemary Brown
(see B&IS 1.4, "Mark Plummer on Gay
Byrne”), who is recording a new LP. In the
past, Ms Brown has been the channei for
"new” works by decomposed composers such
as Chopin, Liszt, and Beethoven. Other
posthumous collaborators have included
Einstein, Shaw, Russeil, and Jung, and she
ciaims to have recently met Gershwin and
Extraorainary, but that is not
all; as Ms Brown says, "they have instruments
on the other side we have never seen.”

Have you ever been intrigued by
coincidences? Thanks to Prediction's "Occult
Question Time" page I can reveal their true
significance at last. They are, and I quote,
"psychic signposts aiong liife's highway. They
show the beholder that they are on the right
path towards evoiution and that they are in
harmony generally with the universe.” Not a
lot of people know that...
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THE "ALTERNATIVE’

The Britist: & Irisn Skerilic

IN ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE

I was interested to read that Toby
Howard attended this year's Alternative Medi-
cine Exhibition in London (B&IS 1.5). My wife
and I visited the 1985 event. I recall the
sunny July day in affluent Kensington. Actual:
ly, it was the same day as Bob Geldof's 'Live
Aid’ concert on behalf of Africa's starving
and famine-stricken millions. As we ap-
proached the opulent Exhibition Centre, a
young man thrust a leaflet into my hand. It
said. 'We are suffering a health crisis of
enormous and growing proportions.’ and attri-
buted this to our diet and farming methods.
Thus warned, we quickened our pace, and
soon found ourselves ascending the richly car-
peted stairway leading to the exhibition halls.

There were two exhibition areas, huge
rooms lined with stall upon stall--171 of them--
displaying every conceivable aid to good
health to go unreported in the most compre-
hensive medical textbook. There were phials
and boxes of potions and pills, elixirs and vit-
amins. exotic perfumes, mechanical contrap-
tions and electronic apparatus, precious
stones and crystals, all overseen by healthy,
smiling, confident Experts.

I was interested in hypnosis, for which
there were a number of Experts. The first
Expert I saw was Europe's Leading Hypnotist.
I have seen Europe's Leading Hypnotist a
number of times. On this occasion, he was a
man called David Canova. I must confess I
had never heard of him. He sold videotapes
to stop you from smoking and wetting your
bed, to improve your sports performance, pass
your exams, and so on. His leaflet said his
methods were used by the ancient Egyptians,
the Greeks, and the Romans, amongst others.
'It is as NATURAL as life itself." In fact,
nearly every stall I went to impressed on me
that the medicines or methods were NATU-
RAL. So here was my first clue about alter-
native therapies--they are all NATURAL. But I
was confused about what NATURAL meant.

Europe's Leading Hypnotist gave me a sec-
ond clue as to the nature of alternative ther-
apies: many of them are associated with, or
actually named after, some rare and extraor-
dinary person. So we have: the Feldenkrais

method, the Alexander technique, Rolfing,
Shirley Price aromatherapy, the Proudfoot
Hypnosis Centre, the Matthew Manning

MICHAEL HEAP

Centre. and the McTimoney Chiropractors.
Someties we were favoured by having the
person present in the flesh. Mr Proudfoot was
there. His credentials for this form of beatifi-
cation included his having been a Member of
Parliament--Conservative, of course. A lady
called Ursula Markham sat serenely, as befits
someone who is a 'clairvoyant and hypnothera-
pist.” Not only could you buy her book, but
you could have it autographed. Two ladies,
striking!y similar in appearance but unrelated,
offerec a combination of spiritual healing and
psychotherapy called 'soul directed therapy.’
In their information sheet they ask, 'But does
the peaiient become dependent on the two
therapists? At £90 a session it's essential
they lezrn to help themselves." I'm sure these
two lacies know all about helping themselves.
In the ieaflet on 'The Magic Story of Pelgar
Herbs' we read of how the herbs are grown
and gathered by the shores of the Mediterra-
nean ur.der the supervision of herbalist Franco
di Zanczriny. We are told that 'Franco. being
an artist, then retires from the world for a
few wez=ks while he is combining them toge-
ther. Sometimes he emerges with a white
beard.)” But the highest accolade must surely
go to Dr Edward Bach of Bach Flower Reme-
dies®. Dr Bach discovered his remedies by
working himself into a particular 'negative
state o7 mind' or physical complaint and then
wanderirg off down the fields and lanes until
he fourd a flower which immediately allevia-
ted his mental or physical suffering. Remedies
for 'all known negative states of mind from
which rankind can suffer' were thus discov-
ered. There are thirty-eight of these, and as
they ir:lude the tribulations of puberty and
the meropause, Dr Bach's achievement must
be cons:dered quite extraordinary.

And hsere we have another clue. All these
alternat:ve therapies promised you so much
more than conventional medicine. 'Open the
windows of vour mind.' 'Develop latent talents
and gif-s." 'Move through life with ease.’
'Look e-d feel younger and more attractive.’
‘Become a God incarnate within the physical
body." Our old family doctor wouldn't have
stood a chance here. Dear, kind, gentle Dr
Walker-- Try some of these pills, love, they
might m:=ke you feel a bit better." None of
that here'

Michael Heap is Principal Clinical Psychologist at Middlewood Hospital, Sheffield, a lecturer in
psychology at the University of Sheffield. and Honorary Secretary of the British Society for

Experimental and Clinical Hypnosis.
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You see, Dr Walter didn't treat THE
WHOLE PERSON. All the experts at the exhi-
bition said 'WE TREAT THE WHOLE PER-

SON." This declaration was usually made in
reverential tones with a solemn nod of the
head. 'WE TREAT THE WHOLE PERSON.

said the lady in charge of the Reflexology
stall, nodding beautifully. I asked her if there
was any evidence that all the organs of the
body are connected to the feet. She said
they aren't those sort of connections. I per-
severed. 'Are there any predictions your theo-
ry makes which can be replicated by others?’
She said 'I've told you, WE TREAT THE
WHOLE PERSON; you can't replicate A
WHOLE PERSON." Ah, the power of words!
'Food for thought,' she added, as I gave my
feet a puzzled stare.

'You can change your mind and improve
your life' with NATURAL subliminal percep-
tion." Not only that, but you can alleviate

your depression, increase your memory capa-
city, develop your psychic abilities and im-
prove your 10-pin bowling by listening to the
appropriate subliminal perception tape. The
messages are masked by the sound of waves.
Naively I asked the Expert, a young, fast-
talking Australian, if it would make more
sense to be able to hear what was being
said. He replied 'No, the messages go to your
subconscious mind. As you're talking to me.
all the noise around you is being registered in
your subconscious mind. If I were to deeply
hypnotise you, your subconscious mind would
recall everything you're not listening to." I
ventured to ask how the user can be sure the
message is really on the tape. 'If you put the
tape on an oscilloscope, you'll see the noise
up here and the message down there,' he
said, waggling his finger in the empty air
around him. I could have listened to this
young man for hours. His pamphlet contained
endorsements by two Experts. One. Professor
Philip A. Hansen, Ed.D. of California State
University., is quoted as saying that the sub-
liminal programmes 'are a very powerful tool
using high level research and State of the
Art technology.” There is a photograph of
Professor Hansen in front of a microphone,
presumably uttering these very words.

I remember as a student researching subli-
minal perception and having a hard time
attempting (and indeed failing) to detect its
microscopic effect (if. indeed, there is an
effect at all) on human experience and behav-
iour. And this was another thing that struck
me about alternative medicine. Either the
ideas are contrary to all the available scienti-

fic knowledge or when the wretched scientists
bother to investigate them the effects are
minimal or non-existent. Take biofeedback. for
example. on which there were several Experts
at the exhibition. Isn't it just like a scientist
to come up with the discovery that, more
often than not, false feedback is just as
effective as true feedback or no feedback at
all? In other words, people relax regardless
of whether the apparatus is working or not.
Are the practitioners at all influenced by the
objective evidence? Perhaps the comment of
the Kirlian photographer gives an indication.
To my enquiry, 'What kind of energy is it
that you photograph?' he replied, 'It's electro-
magnetic energy--but it's not recognised by
scientists." 'Not recognised by scientists': is
that, I wonder. a subtle selling point--like
‘It's not available on the National Health' or,
for that matter, 'It's a NATURAL remedy'?
And what exactly is the meaning of NATU-
RAL? Well, I picked up a pamphlet by the
Natural Medicine Society entitled 'The Threat
to Natural Medicines." The pamphlet voices
the Society's disapproval of Government inten-
tions to make NATURAL medicines subject to
the same scrutiny for safety and efficacy as--
I suppose you could say--UNNATURAL medi-
cines. Medicines which are NATURAL, it is
argued, have been proved to be harmless and
efficacious by their usage over the centures.
Is, therefore, the real meaning that a NATU-
RAL remedy is one that does not require any
confirmation of its safety or validity?

So, my search for the alternative IN alter-
native medicine ends with my wondering if
there is an alternative TO alternative medi-
cine. Perhaps it would have bneen useful to
have had a 172nd stall. One where. before
reaching for their wallets, cheque books, or
Access cards, people are asked to consider
whether they really need any of the pills,
potions. supplements, contraptions, and assor-
ted paraphernalia being peddled in the name
of good health. Instead, they might be encour-
aged to really take responsibility for their
health and well-being, rather than to believe
that these are things to be entrusted. for a
fee, to self-styled experts: to adhere to a
healthy diet, take simple. regular exercise,
avoid cigarettes and alcohol. put time aside
for relaxation, recreation. and socialising. and
so on. Perhaps also to recognise how fortun-
ate we in the West are to be able to even
contemplate such luxuries as the alternative
medicine industry offers us. and how in reali-
ty most of our ailments and complaints are as
nothing compared to the daily suffering and
misery of many of our fellow beings.
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WITCHCRAFT. THE BBC. AND
RESPONSIBILITY

e AR
uicninson

Michael

"Open t0 Quesiion". BBC
"Network”, BBC, November

. Oczaper. 1987
1987.

"\]m

Witnh such interviewees as Ar-thur Scarglll.
Peter Tatchell, and a ‘eading membder of the
Freemasons, BBC 2's Open to Ouestion--in
wnich a voung atdience asXs the Juestions--
tends to be coniroversial. roducer Stewart
Lamont aadmits that the programme s ‘a forum
for a:scussing...con:rover31a iaeas.’ s
having two witches nn the osrogramme :ed To
its being the mair sublect of another BBC
srogramme, Neiwork.

According to' Anna Foré, co-presenter of
Network. the accusation was made :that the
‘pewitcn tTheir young

witcnes managed to G

aucdience. guiiefuily deflecting tne guestions
and charming <their way  througn  the
confronration.’ Reverena Davia Maxzepeace
said that it was ’'cangerous to youngsiers
ana--whatever the Racio Times b>illinz may

nave saic¢ about Haliowe en being a harmiess
“estivai--irresponsipie of the BBC.

Unforzunezteiy. I only saw the iast five to
—en minutes of the origina: interview, which
was abpout thirty-five minutes iong. I was
especiaily interesied because 1 have met tne
witches. Janei andé Stewart Farrar. and have
~ead Stewart's pook What Witches Do.

Reverend Makepeace was allowec 10 ‘make
a fiim’ lasting three or four minutes In whiich
he made nis protesi. As may be expecied. nhis
7ilm took the Christian view =that anything
other than Christianity was wrong anc must
Se dabbdiing with the devil He inciuded
comments from a psychiatrist w':‘.o has cealt
with oatients supposecly aisturdea by
invoivement in the occuif. Aiso inierviewed
Wwas a woman WwWho nhad deen in a coven for
ten vears. She spoke of seeing a man drop
aeaa after Deing ursed ancd of Deing
frightenecd to leave the cover.

Network inciuces :he oarticivation of a
studio aucience. two membpers of which were
n n nriginai programme anc aszeada the
Farrars ques:iions. The firs: cuotea 2 pnassage

The British & Irish Skeptic

from Deuteronomy in which divination and
izchcraft were Stewart Farrar
eviied that he :Ihought :his was simpoiy he
oriests  of .’.'ne time not wanting eanv
competition. Mazeoeace accuseda the Farr
oI neatly sicde-stepping e quesiion anc
sudsequently falsely equating Ddibiicai proohecy
with occuit divination, asiing the viewer Do
vnou Xnow the aifference? No. Reverend. [
con't. Anc oy ¢iciionary was no heir either.

"o“b‘?ddem

Of ‘divination’ I sala: ‘nsight into or
c:scovery of UnXnowr or future o}
suvernatura. means; ski.fu. forecast: 3gooc
guess.” ([ especialiy like e last iwo') Of
‘srophecy’ ‘Facuity of a »orophet; prophetic
utterance; foreteiiing of future events.'

The second aguestioner asked the Farrars if
iney lidentify <their religion tocay wiin
Canaanite worshio of Baal! and Ashtaroth.
Tnat they cdicrn't upset bo:ih the gquestioner
and the Reverena Makepeace, who seem too
prejudiced 1o accept z:tnhat any for of
‘witcncraft can have gooa intentions.

Even Stewart Lamon: =2greec that tnes
Iwo auestions 2aa not deea answered. Bu
pernaps ne. t00. is prejuciced. as I Know ihat
he was once--and mayv stili Dde--a Dparti-time
oreacher. He workec for some time In the
Reiigious depariment of the BBC in Scotianc.

However, Lamon: cic deferd ine Farrars o

)

some extent, saving that he didn't Deiieve
they were Sartanists; that thev represen:

sometihing that wouia De Ddeitter cdescribed In
nis vocabulary as ‘Druicdic’ reiigion or o0c
oagan Ceitic rites, peopie who cast speiis anc
rea.lyv WOrKk nature .“af.ztc {ney reaiiv worshic
Mother Earth, and thai's the kind of reiigion
ey putl across, not inis saianic rite which
sudstitutes the devii for Goad and s an
upside-down version of orthocox reiigiorn.

The attacks on the Farrars were mace on
religious anc roi raiiona: grounas. There are
-wn types of witchcraft. cai.ea 'white' (or
‘'rigni-nanded’) andé ‘'biack’ (or 'left-nandec’).

White witcherafi for Wicca--the craft of
the wise) is gquite ra-mless., being practised by
sincere peopie with good intentions. It has
dore far less narm than vrobably any other
religion in the worid. That they believe ir
paranorma. phenomena such as tarot carcg
reaaing, astroiogy., fortune teiling, astrai
projection, etc.. is in my view Wicca's oniv
drawdack. My iknowiedge of white witchcraft
"ePds me to accept that its bpasic beiiefs in &
Righer dHeing are as iogicai as those of any
otner reiigion. Wnite witches do not worshirc
the devii, aithoug: ztheir 'god’ is a hornea
goc. Horns were oniy =2associeatec with :ne
cevi: dv the Christian church in the Midde
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Ages. so thet it couic then sey, 'Loox. those
heathens are worshipping a hornec goc, and
as the aevil has horns, they are worshipping

the devii.' A good reason to hang or burn
someone. no Aoubt.
hose who invoive themseives in black

witchcraft are dangerous, but not cue 10 any
supernaturai  'power . They are people
prepared to do anything evii in their belief
that the devil wiil give them power and
riches.

None of this was taken into consideration
in the criticism of the Farrars. It was not
maae clear whether the woman in
Makeveace's film was invoived in wkhite or
black witchcraft. If she had been in a black
coven, then she would have hac every reason
to have:been frightened of its members. I
doubt, though, that a white coven wouic have
been intimidating to any rationa! person. As
they also believe that an evil spell rebounds
on the speil-maker, it is silly to suggest that
it was a white coven which 'cursed’ someone.
(Of course, I am not accepting that this
happenea as reported. I want more proof than
someone's word.) It was somewnat amusing to
hear this woman admit to belief in Goad's iove
and, in the same breath, accuse the Farrars
of deceiving themselves in their beliefs. Her
reason? That there are oniy two powers, one
is God's anc¢ one is Satan's.

It is easy to see how accusea witches
were persecuted in the Middie Ages by the
attitude of one young member of Network's
studio audience who was convinced thai the
Farrar's 'weren't honest peopie, they weren't
true.’ How sne knows the Farrars were
dishonest, I aon't know. Could it again be
prejucice? Although a skeptic, I support the
appearance of white witches on Oven to
Question, especially the Farrars, whom [ like
and who I believe want only to help people
with their craft. A proper understancing of
witchcraft is to be encouraged, for sound
knowledge is not a dangerous thing. Witches'’
beliefs in paranormai phenomena shou:d be
dealt with scientificaliy in the same way as
claims by other so-cailed psychics, and not by
someone with a prejudiced, opposing religious
beiief.

Recommended reading

What Witches Do, Stewart Farrar, London.
1971. Gooc insight into the beliefs anc
ceremonies of a white witch. Farrar does
admit to making some mistakes in this book, e
commendable action.

The Encyclopedia of Witchcraft anc
Demonology, Rossell Hope Robbins, Newnes,
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1934. A non-sensationai, matter-of-fact history.
Eight Szbbais for Wiiches, Janet anc Stewart
Farrar, Robert Hale, 1981.
The Life and Times of e
Piatkus, 1987.

Moderr Wiickh,

Michae! Hutchinson is the UK distributor for
Prometheus Books.

KILROY ON UFO'S

Steuart Campbell

"Kilroy,” BBC 1, 9.20-10.0 am. 26 November,
1987.

On 26 November 1987 the BBC's 'Kiiroy'
programme dealt with the subiect of UFOs. It
was a ramblin, sometimes confused debate
invoiving peopie who had made UFO reports,
UFO investigators, authors of UFO books and
a few sceptics (although no ‘informed’
sceptics). The prime sceptic seemec to be
Adrian Berry, science correspondent of the
Daily  Telegraph, but he sufferec from
ignorance of the subject. At one point, he
attributec the object in the Day fiim (& 'glow’
moving slowly along above a iine of trees) to
a meteorite! This was rightly scornec by
others. aithough no one expiained that the
object hac been identified as the surplus fue!
being burned off by an F-111 fighter which
iater crashec. Presenier Robert Kiiroy-Silk
kept asking UFO-reporters whether they
believed they had seen a 'UFO' without once
airing the distinction between what a person
reports and the interpretations put uporn that
report by them and others. Jenny Randies of
BUFORA did¢ point out that reports could be
explained by all soris of phenomena but
alieged that about one in ten defeatec ali

attempts at explanation (of course she is
ignoring my explanations). There was ar
interesting comment from Ralph Noyes
(ex-MOD) wnto expressed the view that if

there was an official 'cover-up' it was to
conceal the fact that government agencies
cannot explain ail the reports. I have been
saying this for years.

teuart Campbell is a science writer living in
Edinburgh, and a former investigator for
BUFORA.
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RADIO SPIRITS
Andrew Tomlinson
"Souncings: The Medium and the Message,”
BBC Radio 4, Sunday 22 November, 1987.
Presenter, Trevor Barnes; Editor, David

Coombs; Researcher, Amanda Hancocks.

On Sunday 22nd November, BBC Radio 4'

broadcast a documentary which had as its
basis an anaiysis of a performance by one of
Britain's most popular clairvoyants, Doris
Collins. It was thus unfortunate that 'The
Medium and the Message,” part of the
'Soundings’ series, was flawed. Presented by
Trevor Barnes, it was a hotch-potch of ideas.

Its half hour contained far too many brief .

snippets from interviews with far too many
people to provide coherent anlysis.

Much of the programme was a merry-go-
round of claim and counterciaim concerning
the moral ethics of spiritualism from the
standpoint of the Christian religion. Their
view was provided by the Rev. Clive Calver,
General Secretary of the Spiritualist
Association of Great Britain. Added to this
were the arguments of Canon Michael Perry,
Archdeacon of Durham, who is both a member
of the council of the Society for Psychical
Research and chairman of the Churches
Fellowship for Psychical and Spiritual Studies.
he expiained that the psychic phenomenon
"certainly exists” but, beiieving no one was
100% successful, was "very cautious of publis
psychics.”

The ubiquitous Brian Inglis was also
involveé. Asked why psychic power hac not
been used to discover the remedy for all
known disease, he replied, "Partly because
we're not that good at it, and partly because
science has blocked it."

By far a more interesting and palpabie
feature was provided by the recordings of
Doris Collins on stage at Southend. These
were scrutinized by David Berglas.

The brief extracts presented left one in
no doubt of Ms Collins' ability to entertain.
With verve and enthusiasm, she exposed
dramatic tales from the lives of her audience.

What was also clear was her use of 'cold
reading.” Mr Berglas explained this entails
fishing for information, changing or improving
its presentation, then throwing it back.
Combined with an ability to make a few
inspired guesses. cold reading can, if timec
correctly, deceive an audience. Doris Collins'
timing was impeccable.

Tne British & Irish Skeptic

Her technicue was openly demonstiratea by
a conversaiion with one elderiy lagy:

D.C.: If have a gentieman here with you.
He sazic to me "I shered your life!”

Lady: Yes.

D.C.: "And I lovec you so much.”

Lady: Yes.

D.C.: He said to me "You know it was

better for me to go first.”
Lady: Yes.

D.C.: He said "Wil! you tell her I couldn't
have managed without her.”

Lady: No.

D.C.: He said "I wasn't the easiest you
know.

Lady: No.

D.C.: He said
difficult.”

"In fact I was very

Lady: Yes...that's true.

D.C.: Did you nearly leave him?

Lady: Yes...yes.

D.C.: I'm trying to be careful.

Lady: Yes.

D.C.: ’'Cos he said "She nearly ran away
twice."”

Lady: Yes...that's true...aithough I wouidn't
have done, not reaily.

D.C.: Well, you tried'

(Applause)

In a similar fashion. she steered a
conversation to seemingiy reveal a laédyv's

brother-in-law had been "mentaily disturbed.”
This was only after the lady had volunieered
that the brother-in-law had committed suicide,
having made previous attempts to take his
life.

Not ail Doris Collins' attempts at apparent
psychic contact were as impressive. She could
only muster a nonchaiant "No" from a
teenager every iime she asked if the phrase
"you are standing at the crossroads” meant
anything. This failure was unlucky, for as
David Berglas pointed out, "it's impossibie not
to be at the crossroadcs when you're a
teenager.”

Although it was not obvious from the few
Southend recorcings included, Doris Collins
had apparently been wrong a large percentage
of the time. This fact was put to her towards
the end of the programme by Mr Berglas. "I
woulédn't agree,” she defended herself, "what
a ot of rot you are talking...that's
journaiism!”
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Al in all, the book is entertaining, lively,

BOOKS anc informative...and unavailabie irn the UK.
However, do not despair! If readers indicate

ANSWERS WITHIN... interest, we are prepared to try importing a

few copies. It's worth it.
Wendy M. Grossmar

Wendy M. Grossman is a folksinger and
The  Straight Dope, by Cecil Adams, writer, and editor of the B&IS.

Ballantine, 1986. 416 pp. $3.95*. Th H A
According to the book review which origin- e uman ura

aily drew The Straight Dope to my attention, o
Cecil Adams is a man few have ever met with
a mind like the Encyclopedia Britannica. His
coiumn appears in a small host of "zlierna-

Develop Your
Psychic

tive" newspapers in a number of cities, most Power of
notably Chicago and Baltimore. Readers send Attraction

in questions, and Adams answers them.

Questions about anything: the best way to ge: )

rid of cockroaches (original question and four Whatstrange forces pull you toward another?Why do you

at times experience uneasiness in the presence of some

o " . e "
*u?ld reports fr.om T},’e Teeming M11110n§, as person...without any apparent cause? The human
Adams dubs his readers), why there is no organism radiates psychic energy. This is the aura—a
Channel One on American teievisions (standard fier? of supersensitivity surrounding your entire body.

Te e An e P powers of self which everyone has. but few understand.
SOOW, do Cats, 'have Bayic S RTONNSO the Siripes Learn to master this phenomenon. Write today for your
get into toothpaste, what wouid happen if free copy of the Mastery of Life. It tells how you may use
every person in China climbec up on a chair this and other workable knowledge. Write: Scribe CPA-21
ana ihen all jumped off at exactly the same
moment, carn man live by breaa aione and if The nos'cnuc'ANs [AMORC)

. s . ) . , Srumwast Gase. Bisck Wil Crowtmmgd

so for how long, why water doesn't remove £. Ssmss TRS IXE. Eagland

the fiery effect of hot spices... ok ke ke ke Kk k% sk ok ok ok ok ok ok f—
Adams answers ail these and more in a ASTROLOGIST PHRENOLOGIST

lively, aggressive styie. For exampie, 1in 5 } SPECIALIZING IN

answer to the iast guestion namea above: "If Y e \73‘;5 PALM PYRAMID

-

ehie
you hadé been paying attention in sixth-grade ' 'I:;\ROT o
scienf:e class like you should've, Bobo, you * CARDS CRYSTAL BALL X -
would aiready know the answer to this * *

. AT . T . * LIFE BUSINESS »*
question. which can be summea up thusiy: oil X LOVE .
and water don't mix."” T |

But the insults work, or at least they &
don't offend this reaader, the range of ques- \'\ 3 2
tions and answers is fascinating, and he & B
prints replies attacking his answers and *
rebuts them thoroughly. I AVAILABLE *

A few of his entries deal with the para- * FOR PARTIES :
normai: spontaneous human combustion, x MADAME V"_MA -
ICart::;s UgO,tvampires. do;vsing, a'no th; 1biKet- ~aua> | PALM, TAROT CARD, CRYSTAL BALL READER |V | v
n e arter case, e quoties ober - FAITH HEALER
Sheaffer, "independent researcher for the Do Jock sl suhtering Tooen et adr. For s e e Lo L ¥
Committee for Scientific Investigation of pimmieriio it s o 15 babs slna s s cud ey [#R
Ciaims of the Paranormal.” His answer on the : ga:ens:L:o:rhi:ncémdrhelameswmagain;tyod,lfyourloved *

n v u hav f mind, th 2 d
subject Of spontaneous human combustion iS a : :e;r‘.'g:ey;??rv:irl\ic:ivinz:ygz?;:tcfwior:w \.l’u.en::::nn::d "
little disappointing, but the harc-cover version . e R e ey cibwzs. Be daiing, amslaan *
of this book was pubiished in 1984, and the '};_ 3a Camden Town High Street o

o 0 0 - T Y *°,
sub{ec_t was only df:alt"wx‘th m.the Sl.lmme, i:;-:-! Camden Town Jl;u‘
1987 issue oi_r The‘Sxeptlcax Inguirer. H}s en- v I v | (opposite Mornington Crescent Tube Stn) |7
try on vampires lists the proper methods for e e ok o T e T e g T T e e e ke o

killing them in the various countries which

they inhabit. '
ey inhabit TEL: 380 0983  Open 10am-8pm

HANDBILL — TULY g3  CAMDER TOWN) Lomndod
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LETTERS

[We welcome letters from our readers.
publication unless specifically labelled private.

DOONESBURY...

I am enclosing a set of
Doonesbury cartoons from the
Guardian which were pub-
iished this past August...]
think they do belong in the
Skeptic's files, if they are
not there already.

The set of cartoons is not
actually compiete. [ couldn't
resist keeping the first of the
series where Lord Hunk-Ra is
introduced as “very good-
looking both on and off the
field of battle.” After he is
"siain, ignominiously by a
treacherous manservant,
21,000 years iater Hunk-Ra,
ilike so many of his peers
from ancient civilizations, sur-
faces in California.” Having
lived in California (Berkeley)
in the '60's, I can believe it.

I have also kept back the
strip in which Boopsie ex-
plains what will happen when
the harmonic convergence
comes. "There are,” she says,
"supposed to be two strong
possibilities. The first is a
new age of insight and under-
standing, of mass unification
of divine and earth-plane
selves. The other possibility
is nuclear annihiiation.” And
she adds, "Either way, there
will probably be a crafts
fair." I remember those from
California, too.

I am a great fan of Boop-
sie and her past lives. As a
specialist in ancient art, I am
particularly interested in what
she has to say about her ear-
ilest incarnations. In one
strip last March she informs
B.D., her boyfriend, that "a
few lives after my incarnation
as a Hittite concubine, [ be-
came a fresco painter at the
Minoan palace at Zakro."
Now, this is very interesting.

Since the context
suggests that Boopsie was
female in her Minoan life,

although she doesn't actually
say so, she provides us with
evidence for the employment
of women in major Minoan
crafts and this wouid gquite
nicely account for the
particularly large number of
women represented in Minoan
wall painting (as compared
with Egyptian, for instance)
and the pacific nature and
delicate handling of the
subject  matter. Boopsie's
evidence should lead to new
and important approaches to
the study of Minoan painting.
Perhaps more exciting is
Boopsie's revelations about
her life as a courtier to
Queen Nefertiti in the same
strip. This was, she tells
B.D.. the Ilirst time "I began
to see the importance of a
sense of self-esteem.” She il-
lustrates her new awareness
by saying to Nefertiti, "Pull
in that tush, Majesty. That's
it. Feel the burn.” This, as [
am sure you cannot fail to
see, is a statement which
may revoiutionize 0Old Testa-
ment studies. For Boopsie is
here giving us evidence that
the Hebrew captivity and
most likely the Exodus took
place in the 18th Dynasty
under Akhnaton rather than,
as many believe, in the 19th
under Merenptah, the 14th
son of Rameses the Great.
For there is clearly no way,
except through the influence
of Moses as an intimate of
the royal family that court-
iers like Boopsie's Egyptian
incarnation Boopshepsut could
have learned to use a Yiddish
expression (see L. Rosten,
The Joys of Yiddish, p 413).

The British & Irish Sxeptic

All letters received are fair game for quotation andsor
Letters may be edited for space and clarity.]

[ must admit I would not
mind having a chat with
Boopsie myself as I'm having
some problems understanding
the nature of the Celtic dei-
ties I am currently studying
and she might be able to give
me help.

Marjorie Mackintosh

KNOCK

In reply to Steuart Camp-
bells' further comments regar-
ding Knock, I plead that some
confusion is inevitable when
an honest inquirer faces wide-
ly divergent theories. Nicholas
Humphrey and his team seem
convinced that Archdeacon
Cavanagh was so worried a-
bout his political reputation
that he acquired a magic lan-
tern and worked out how to
use a shaving mirror or the
like to project lantern slides
on the church gable for a
couple of hours. Steuart
Campbell puts forward dazz-
ling arguments for an astrono-
mical mirage, followed by la-
ter reflections of the planet
Jupiter on the same church
gable. )

I doubted that a mirage
on a church gabie should be
a unique event in a single Ir-
ish village because I have not
found reports of any similar
‘'mirages’ on any of the hund-
reds of church or house gab-
les in Ireland, or even else-
where. Moreover the common
agreement of a number of
witnesses tha the apparitions
were of the Virgin Mary, Jo-
seph, and St. John, with an
altar and a lamb, argues
against a mirage and even a
theory of group hallucination
superimposed on a mirage
seems far-fetched. Again, the
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evidence that there were
halos and orbs of light on the
evening of 21 August 1879,
as well as on 6 January and
9 February 1880, suggests
that a combination of mirage
and reflections of the planet
Jupiter wouid indeed make
this church gabie unique.

Admittedly the static na-
ture of the images makes the
magic lantern theory more
attractive. Most reports of
visions of the Virgin Mary,
even into modern times (as at
Medjugorje) involve an appar-
ently living, moving figure.
The Knack tableau seems un-
ique, and the only comparable
static apparitions since 1879
wouid appear to be 1) the
vision of the Virgin hovering
over a Catholic church in
Belfast, seen by a British soi-
dier on a dark night in 1969,
and 2) the nightly appearan-
ces of an apparition of the
Virgin in Cairo between April
1968 and May 1971 in the
sky over the Coptic Orthodox
church of St. Mary. The lat-
ter church was said to be on
the route of the flight into
Egypt, and the apparition was
seen by large crowds of
Christians, Jews and Moslems,
estimated, at the peak, at
250,000 nightly.

However, there is not the
slightest evidence to suggest
that Archdeacon Cavanagh
was capable of a magic lan-
tern fraud, and it is improba-
ble that a travelling showman
could have perpetrated a mag-
ic lantern show in the church
without the knowledge of the
Archdeacon. Collusion with
the Archdeacon is also impro-
bable. Strangers are always
noticed in a small Irish vil-
lage, and the installation and
removal of such apparatus
would surely have been obser-
ved by a churchwarden, clean-
er, or daily worshippers. As
the church then lacked elec-
tricity, the only light source
for a magic lantern wouald be

kerosene or acetylene, and
even if these sustained a
bright picture for over two
hours, there would surely
have been some suspicious
smell or other evidence in the
church. In a previous commu-
nication (Reviews, B&IS 1.6) I

cited the difficulty of the
Archdeacon being able to
visit and leave the church

unobserved and be back at
home with an alibi (so to
speak) when his housekeeper
returned.

Validation of the magic
lantern theory would require
tracing actual magic lantern
slides of the period which
coincided with the reports of
the visionary tableau of 1879.
Even so, there is no appa-
rent motive connected with
the Archdeacon. His political
views did not incur enmity in
his parish, and while he did
not approve of the Fenians,
he treated them kindly when
they came to him for charity.
There is general -agreement
that Cavanagh was a saintly
man, loved to the end of his
life by his flock. Whatever
his politics, he had no need
to seek approval from the vil-
lages since he already had it.
Cavanagh himself was reputed
to have seen visions of the
Virgin Mary, and during his
last illness he was found to
be habitually wearing a hair
shirt. It would be wholly out
of character for such a man
to plan or execute a single
pious fraud of such magnitude
as the apparitions after
twelve years in the parish.

Under the circumstances,
both the astronomical mirage
and magic lantern theories
are at present interesting and
ingenious speculations only,
without a shred of supporting
evidence. And they cannot
both be right.

Leslie Shepard

(@)
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PREDICTIONS '88

...I have had a late pre-
diction flash--Prince Charles
will grow an extra toe, be
elected President of the
United States, and win three
Olympic gold medals.

Paul Quincey

...Delighted to see my pre-
dictions in the latest edition
of the magazine--I have in
preparation the aforemen-
tioned Geller magnetic tie but
I've yet to test its compass-
bending properties. Suffice it
to say that I'll send it to the
winner of the predictions.

J. Alan Remfry

RENDLESHAM

...I disagree with Leslie
Shepard about InCA's presen-
tation of the alleged UFO
incident at Rendlesham; it
was not 'brilliant.” According
to Nicholas Humphrey, the
object was a combination of
the light from Orford Ness
lighthouse and the various
lights of a police patrol car
(this ignores the fact that
there were two separate
sightings). My article 'Throw-
ing Light on Rendlesham,’
showing how the second light
could not have been that of
Orford Ness (and how it must
have been from a more dis-

tant light vessel), was publi-
shed in Magonia 21 (Dec,

1985). Ian Ridpath and I have
since discussed the case in
recent issues of the Skeptical
Inquirer. While the Orford
Ness hypothesis came via Rid-
path, the patrol car lights
hypothesis was entirely

Humphrey's own idea; Rid-
path's doubts about it were
ignored (as were my own

views). In fact the police
were not called to the forest
until the day after the first
report of an object with red
and blue lights. This is an



.5
(3

o

exampiec of debunking ar any
price, a tenaency aiso exiibi-
ted in Humphrey's treatment
of the Knock apparition
{rightly concemnea by
Shepard).

Frank Chambers has the
wrong distinction between the
sceptic and the debunker. A
sceptic questions the truth of
certain claims whiie a debunk-
er exposes false ciaims (COD).
Consequently, A Gebunker
must first be a sceptic. But
not all sceptics are debunk-
ers; it is clear that many
sceptics never come to any
conclusions and cannot decide
what is false. Others llike
Humphrey) come to the wrong
conclusions...

Steuart Campbdeli

DIVINE CREATIONISM

{Colin Wood resporncs w0 A.T.
Symon's review (B&IS 1.6).]
'Divine Creationism’ is
based upon research into the
origins and origina! meaning
of the early Genesis texts of
the Bible...particuiarly tne
'Adam and Eve' narrative.
This research cdemonstrates
that the 'Adam and Eve’
source material initaliy rela-
ted to human sexuality and
tne unique abiiity of our spe-
cies to be able to reject the

act of sexual intercourse
even when subjected to opti-
mum sexual stimuiation and
temptation in the most concu-
cive of environments. The
fact that this marteriai be-
came distorted into its Bibii-

cai form 1is interesting to
trace, but not my worry. It is
a matter for the 'Church’ o
concern itself witn.

The outcome of this re-
search is relevant wiin regard
to the fact that accorcing :o
Urited Nations' ©predictions
worid, human popuiation is
expected to doubie o i0 bii-
lion within 40 years...shouid
the AIDS virus aliow. Eitnher

to horrific
if aliowead

scenario wil. icac
social impilicatiens,
to develop.

...The evolutionary modeli
does not offer an explanation
of how and where this para-
psycnoiogicar quality to our
constitution occurs. Indeed as
reaaers of the B&IS are pro-
bably aware, the fossil record
is testament against evolution
as being the expianation of
our place on Earth. Life fol-
lows no-life abruptly. Verte-
brates follow invertebrates
suddenly. Species after spec-
ies is found in the fossil re-
cord, complete, intact and
true with  no transitional
stages being evident leading
to the eariiest exampic of
that species. The evolutionary
fraternity do NOT deny that
this, and only this, is what
the fossil record offers.

It is the same with 'mod-
ern man' who is suddenly (in
geological terms) fourd world-
wide with distinct physi-
ological and anatomical
features.

It is the same with Nean-
derthal Man. A.T. Symon is
mistaken when he states that
Neanderthal Man evolved. The
process is assumed. The evi-
dence is lacking. Neanderthal
Man was as Neanderthal in
features at the end of his
100,000 year reign as he was
when first apparent in the
fossil record.

This led me to seex a new
explanation of our place, pre-
sence and purpose orn Planet
Earth...which I offer with
'Divine Creationism'...though
the essence of the concept
seems lost with the review
offered by A.T. Symon.

Colin Wood

NONEIN BOARD

{More from Lake Okeechobee]

...For a fui. descripiion of
this incomparabie ana eauca-
tional device, 1iis powers,

Tne British & Irist: Skeptic

method of use ana test
port, see tne next B&IS.

0/S, Large, Meaivm &
Small moceis. Moaest prices.
Complete ana ready to Estab-
iish Contact. Attractive
appearance. Stimuiating
performance. Poltergeisis iove
it. (Full-colour  iilustrated
brochure in preparation.)

The principie of its opera-
tion is simplicity itself. It is
recommended and guaranteed
completely safe...for all who
desire to be Enlightened as
to the Facts of Life on High-
er Planes.

A Board is 2 Board is a
Board, but it is believed that
only ONE original NONEIN
Board is extant. Once word
of its Psychic Capability be-
comes widely kKnown, numerous
replicas in all sizes and col-
ours will be produced and
made availabie to all who
wish to participate in a
Unique Experience in  the
British Isles. The British--
and Irish of course--LEAD the
way again.

Resuits are guaranteec.
The ONLY guarantee in the
worid or the Next WITHOUT
small print. Do not be satis-
fied with Cheap Imitations...
The Sole Motive Power is
Gravitation as harnessed ana
directed by PSYCHIC Mind
Power. Fabricated from
Genuine Tree Wooa and
Guaranteec for the Lifetime
of the Originai Purchaser
against Rust. Unlike other
gevices which purport to be
guided by Psychic infiuences,
the Original NONEIN Board
has no moving giass parts and
is therefore entirely safe for
use by the Young, Eicerly, or
Incompetent.

Inquiries
Rights from

re-

for Franchise
Well Established
Capitalists (or incusiriaiistsi
weicomed. Anonymity respec-
ted. Patents appiied for for
swivelling device through 360°
Azimutn.
Reage Lewis



Redlize
your
Brsyieh1c- Powes

Abbe Gal

Ghost haunts kit

refuse to work near the pinaed
muchine

A spokesman for the bank ox-
plaincd that since no one will now
O ncar it “we have o oget it
exurcised or face o mult-nulhon
pound bill w replace the enuire
system.”

But the Weekly World New's can
stll not repeat its scoop of last
year when it revealed o Chinese
computer developer was killed by
a “jealous”™ machine.

The Al computer electrocuted
its builder afier “it discovered he
had made a mark-two version™ ol
its circuits and aimed 10 phase 1t
out.

%Lﬁ’r

An evil computer terminal w hich
has hilled three operators in Chile
18 10 be exurcised by a local priest
in Valpanso.

The voodoo terming! which was
part of a L4m nstallstion for a
cleanng bank even “made a
workman faint™ when he tned 1o
un-plug 1t.

One of the deaths was originally
auributed to a "massive strohe”
while another was recorded as
death by “unknown causes™ A
third operator is in a coma.

Reporting the first ever posses-
sed computer, Amernica’s natonal
wecekly tablod the Weekly World
News tells how bank staff now

Dakalink

I krow yOu have Psycrc powers anc 3~ going to help you fina

them” — Apbe Gail
With this Dook. you will De as e 2 "ealize your PSychic
Dower ;Lst as Abbe Ga “~as dore. Basec _.oon rer own
exDerie~ce as aleading Ssychic anc 2:a "g upon rer case
histcres. sne has evoivec a no-nonse-se series of quest.ors
exercises and examples 10 bring out tre =sychic potert ai of
everyo~e.
Wil psychic energy enricnmy ife?
Abbe Gail's answer s a~ unqualfied YES 2nd her DOOk wiil lead
YOu to find your own pe-sonal answers 1 —any otrer Juestions
includirg.
Whratcar idc with ™y csyshic power?>
Cantever kncw about ‘e afterdeatn?
Carosychicenergyaffectmysexife?
After wOrking in SNOw S.SNeSS 3s 3 wr e and as a performer
with, a~—orgst other peccie. Benny Hill. “ammy Cooper. Noel
Cowar3d Terry Thomas a~d Arthur As=2, Abbe Gail ‘el she
had to Sevote ail her tir~a 0 her gift.
For 5 years she ~ad a top ratec z~one-in Show N
Hollywood — My Psychic Universe — anc .«orkeC with tne
e Los ArgelesPclice Deca-iment, whore egonhergiftsiolocate
missing kidnap victims ~ 1986 she ret_--ed to Loncor to

cont'nue ner work with osychic energy - 3ritain
This s the essential nar 2S00k Of tre res:.rces of the Tind.

*Once we shot anybody we didn't
like — now we just put them in
front of a vdv’

Astrology
‘The Evidenc
of Science

Pleiric v Siewimioguls

Demolishes the case against astrology
Orirodox sz ence ras alway s he'd t=at astro/Cgy Cannst adrk.
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The Loch Eil
Nessie hunt

PENSIONER Stanley Ro-
binson, 73. of Sheflield
plans to look for the Loch
Ness mons:er next sum-
mer — in Loch Eil, near
Fort William.

He claims he first saw
“Nessie” in Loch Eil in
1955 and is convinced that
the creature uses rivers
and waterways to swim
from loch to loch.
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Mind games grip the West Coast

mused by this latest manifesta-
tion of the ‘‘New Age’
phenomenon

Throughout the Golden State,

beacn chatrs and a brain tune
up complete with padded ear-
phones and 3D-like goggles
With the help of a senes of
devices such as the Syncrho
Enerpser — which uses high
freguency lights and sounds to
bring clients into a meditaove

is trendy on the West Coast,
brain building has caught on
like wildfire.

The Institute of

MindGym at which adherents
can watch their brain patterns
or spin around on a Graham
Potentializer encompassed 1n a
two-voli electromagneunic field
“We've gone from drugs to
meditation devices in the pe
reanial Quest for increasing the

Carly Simon, the actress Ally
Sheedy, and rock star Tina
€er.

Mr Go innovations in

all those involved are dewper
relaxation, improved memory,
lesser drug use, increased intel-
lgence. and even expanaion of
brain cells and Gssues.

The Food and Drug Adminis-
wation in Washington, whose
job 1t 1 to monitor all equip-
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The FDA said that should the
devices cross the state line tn
California, by means of news-
paper advertisments broad-
casts or other means. or should

up with “brain butlding”, Calj-
formus 15 likely to be populated
with a new super-clever genera-
ton which wili not only have
the brainpower to outwit its
pursuers. but will alsc put an
end. ooce and for all to the

From Alex Brummer trance — clubs and clinics mind's capacities,' Mr Denis ment which purports to have a |
in Washington across the state have begun the Gorges, a self-styled bio-medical medical purpose, seems less im- ]

Califorruans’ Quest for beauti- awesome task of enhancing researcher, told the magazine. pressed. 1
ful brains 1o match their bodies  brainpower. ‘He says that he has sold some “We ‘have never approved ' |
is artracting the attention of According to a survey of the 6,000 of his devices at $6,500 one of these devices” a spokes- | ¢
federal health authorities, who this latest fad by California apiect since 1985, and includes man, Mr David Duarte, said
profess themselves frankly be- magazine, chronicler of all that among his (ans the singer yesterday

young Californians are taking DeHypnotheraphy in Northern the area of brainpower, includ-

to “brain bullding” with the Califfornian reports that some Ing devices such as the there be complaints, then it
same enthusiasm . that they 38,500 people have journeyed to Endomax, which claims to would be required tu launch an
toox 1o the aerobic studios and their centre for Syncro-Energiz-  “stimulate brain growth”, and investugation. and could ban !
Nautilas body-building ma- ing sessions the BioRest, which pumps low further distribution of the '
chines Iin the early 1880s At the Altered States Float voltage Into the brain, are said devices H
Peopie are abandoning their Centre in West Hollywood, the to be dot § roaring trade However, by the ume that
exertise banches for relaming owners have installed a Among the benefits claimed by the federal buresucracy catches
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PSYCHIC INVESTIGATION

Toby Howard writes from Manchester:

"The Metaphysical and Psychic Research
Group is seeking would-be psychic sleuths to
form a "Bureau of Psychic Investigation.”" The
idea is to soive crimes using the psychic
senses. Would this include crimes committed
paranormally? Crooked psychics coula use
teleportation to shoplift without even going
outi”

SHEFFIELD R.I.P.

Chris Wright writes from Sheffield that he
attended two meetings of the Sheffield
Society for Research into the Paranormal:

"The meeiing on December 2nd was going
to be a taik on UFOs; unfortunately the
speaker was unable to come that night. The
evening was therefore an informal one with
the main theme ESP. The members of the
society seem to have a range of points of
view about the paranormal from the mild
believer to the skeptic. I thought it would be
unfair to the members if I tried to form an
opinion from this one meeting, so I went
along to the next one on January 6.

"This time it was the UFO talk. The
speaker was Mr Philip Mantle and he gave a
fairly general talk on what people mean by
UFOs. On speaking to him afterwards, I found
he was far more skeptical than his talk would
have suggested.

Chris Wright also sent a copy of UFO
Brigantia, which he got from Philip Mantle at
the meeting.

Philip Mantle, and Andy Roberts, editor of
UFO Brigantia, have set up a UFO hotline at

0924 444049, according to an article from
Yorkshire Life, November 1987. The articie

notes, "if you have any experiences or
sightings of the foliowing: ghostiights,
spooklights, UFOs, fairies, or poitergeist

phenomena, they want to hear from you."

MAGONIA CONFERENCE

The independent UFO journai Magonia has
announced their intention to hold a 20th
Anniversary Conference. Proposed dates are
either May or August Bank Holiday, 1988. A
ietlter was inciuded with their latest issue
asking for comments and suggestions...

SPIRITS ON THE DOLE--UPDATE

Toby Howard writes: "Disembodied spirit
entities who are considering writing a novel
wouid do well to avoid using Bournemouth
"psychic” Peter Froude (Hits & Misses, B&IS
1.6) as their penman. Psychic News reports
that Mr Froude has had his weekiy £40
Enterprise Allowance grant suspended for non-
compliance with with regulations. Will his
spirit novel The Demoniac ever materialise?”

GELLER'S EFFECT

It was reported in the September, 1987,
New Zealand Skeptic that the Geller Effect is
not working quite as wel: in New Zealand as
Geller's publishers would iike: "The Auckland
agent for the publisher of Geller's
autobiography reports that only four copies of
the book have sold in New Zealand this year.”

‘Published bimonthly from P. O. Box 20 * Blackrock +Co. Dublin® Ireland



ASSAP MEDIA SERVICE

The Association for the Scientific Study
of Anomalous Phenomena (ASSAP), whose
activities we wrote up in Hits & Misses in
our last issue (B&IS 1.6), have, according to
Psychic News, begun a media information
service. The article says, "Mediascene will
cover all aspects of the paranormal, including
UFOs and the mystery of stone circles.
inquiries about Spirituaiism are received,
Mediascene will refer the callers to [Psychic

When-

Science. Written by Percy Seymour, this book
is claimed to demoiish the case against
astrology. The advertisement reads in part,
"Taking up the chalienge of such sceptics as
Patrick Moore and Heather Couper, Seymour
adds to his own testimony that of Eysenck,
Ptolemy, Lyail Watson, Copernicus, Chaucer,
Carl Sagan and Shakespeare to present the
most exciting and controversial scientific case
of recent years.”

The second book is entitled Realize Your
Psychic Power. Its author, Abbe Gail, is

News), the Spiritualists’ National Union,
Spiritualist Association of Great Britain or
other responsible bodies.”

TAPE LIBRARY

Toby Howard reports from Manchester that
the tape collection is growing steadily. He
lists the following tapes available on loan to
paid subscribers to the B&IS:

Audio: Mark Plummer on the Gay Byrne
show; LBC Nightline: Brian Inglis on Dreams;
LBC Nightline: Christian Dion; LBC Nightline:
Timothy Good & Jenny Randies on UFO
cover-ups; Everyman: documentary on
asirology (BBC 1); Newsnight: spontaneous
human combustion (BBC 2); Jimmy Mack
programme on BBC Scotiand: debate on
dowsing with Denys Parsons and others;
Manchester  Skeptics  Meetings, including
Martin Bridgstock on being a skeptic.

Video: Uri Geller on the Wogan show; Uri
Geller on the Late, Late Show; Viewpoint 87:
Thy Will be Done (documentary on US and UK
television Christian fundamentalism); Panorama
documentary on Scientoiogy; "Is  There
Anybody There?" Karl Sabbagh's documentary
on the paranormal (Channel 4, 31 October
1987), together with Kari Sabbagh answering
the critics on Right to Reply; BBC
documentary on the Spiritualist Association of
Great Britain.

To borrow any of these tapes or to
contribute tapes to the collection, please
contact Toby directly at 49, Whitegate Park,
Flixton, Manchester, M31 3LN.

PUBLICATIONS

Michael Hutchinson ana Janet Bord both
wrote in with copies of two advertisements
which have recently appeared in the
Bookseller magazine, among other places, both
from Lennard Publishing. The first is for a
book entitled Astrology--the Evidence of

described as follows: "For 5 years she had a
top rated phone-in show in Hollywood--"My
Psychic Universe"--and worked with the Los
Angeles Police Department, who relied on her
gifts to locate missing kidnap victims. In 1986
she returned to London to continue her work
with psychic energy in Britain."  The ad
conciudes, "This is the essential handbook of
the resources of the mind.”

SCOTTISH GHOSTS

Steuart Campbell writes from Edinburgh
that the Scottish Tourist Board has published
an A4 booklet entitled "Scotland's Ghosts."”
According to Steuart, "It lists 67 allegedly
haunted places for tourists to visit (although
one of them, the County Hountel in Dumfries,
is actually closed). The introduction ciaims
that 'spirits’ are 'tortured souls' who return
te the ancient places! Ailthough the lisi is
sometimes cautious enough to use phrases like
‘reputed to be..." and 'it is said that...’, at
other times it gullibly reports what is
believed as if it were true.”

Both Steuart and Stephen Moreton have
had letters published in the Scotsman
complaining about this form of exploitation of
'Scotland's assets,” and pointing out that the
burden of proof is not on skeptics, but rather
on those who claim that ghosts exist.

ELECTION RETURNS

Last summer, Stephen Cox of Reading sent
a collection of predictions about the 1987
British general elections (see pp 20-1, this
issue). In a recent letter, he points out: "Re
specific predictions; Jonathon Carver (Today's
astrologer) predicted an Alliance win in the
Slough constituency for our General Election.
I said no chance. It was the only seat in
Berkshire where the Alliance came third,
arguably the worst result in the county. Given
that of the 650 constituencies he only made a
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CSICOP EUROPEAN CONFERENCE

Amardeo Sarma writes from West Germany:

"...one of the 1989 CSICOP conferences is
to be held near Munich in Germany. The
German organisation GWUP (previously ASUPO)
will host the conference. We are very keen
to coordinate the topics and the conference
with the other European national groups. The
conference is planned for May 5th and 6th
1989 with some social programme offered on
the 4th and a meeting of the national (mainly
European) groups on Sunday, the 7th of May.
Please let me know if the date suits you and
whether .you wish to contribute in any way.
The conference venue is Bad Tolz near
Munich. We are also open to suggestions
regarding topics and other items..."”

We will be glad to pass along any of our
readers' suggestions to Amardeo.

NETHERLANDS

Bert van Gelder, secretary to the new
Dutch group writes from Utrecht:

"We gave our committee the legal form of
a so-called 'Stichting' (=Foundation) and called
it 'SKEPSIS'. Preofessor emeritus in the field
of Astronomy of Utrecht University, Cees de
Jager, is chairperson and I, a sociologist and
student-counsellor in the University of
Amsterdam, am secretary. The Board consists
of 15 men and only one woman.

"We called ourselves a foundation for the
scientific research of 'paranormal phenomena’
and not of ‘claims of the paranormal’ not to
alienate people beforehand and not to confirm
the connotation that the word 'SKEPSIS' has
already for true believers.

"We got much press coverage: from the
beginning of October on De Jager was
interviewed at least three times a week; he
was on radio (not yet on TV) and about 350
people wrote us about the foundation...

"Our primary aims are editing a quarterly
called 'SKEPTER' (chief-editor: Marcel
Hulspas) and granting to the Koninklijke
Bibliotheek (=Royal Library) the full set of
Skeptical Inquirers and a subscription to the
future volumes besides a selection of
important books in the field of our objectives.
This is because nowhere in Dutch libraries
(nor bookshops) you can find good scientific
books about paranormal research and
paranormal phenomena and only one library

EUROPEAN REPORT

(the Department of Psychology of the
University of Amsterdam) has a subscription
to the Skeptical Inquirer.”

J.W. Nienhuys has written from Waalre
enciosing translations of the press write-ups
of the foundation of SKEPSIS, and has very
kindly agreed to keep us informed of the
contents of Skepter, when publication begins.

Nienhuys translates an article published on
10 October and entitled "Dutch skeptics unite
in crusade against the paranormal.” Journalist
Felix Eigenraam says: "A few years ago, a
Dutch group was almost established. Because
of the untimely death of the originator of
that plan, Telegraaf journalist and skeptic
Piet Hein Hoebens, this did not happen. But
now, thanks to the missionary activity of
[Paul] Kurtz and [Mark]) Plummer, it is going
to happen. A quick poll among subscribers
present [at the meeting on October 8] showed
that there was enough interest to start a
committee.

"The Dutch committee will closely monitor
paranormal claims in their country (like the
12 other committees in other countries),
examine them carefully, and wherever possible
refute them.”

SPAIN

Luis Alfonso Gamez Dominguez writes from
Bilbao: "Gelier was in Spain for a couple of
days, bending spoons, transmitting numbers
telepathically, etc. His visit did not raise the
excitement expected by those who brought
him; they did not allow Felix [Ares de Blas]
and me to attend a television program when
Gelier was interviewed. The press clippings
which 1 enclose with this letter and the copy
of the press release which we prepared will
give yeu an idea of what happened.”

"...1 agree completely that we need to
ensure that all the European groups work
together. I think the biggest problem wili
consist in convincing our colleagues in all
couniries that we must establish continental
coordination and that this can work for
everyone...”

Luis Alfonso adds that ARP, the Spanish
group, was legally constituted in March, and
that since October they have been getting
numerous enquiries apbout ARP and the
skeptical movement in general. A national
meeting is planned for 5 December in Madrid.



Ghost haunts kit

An evil computer ternmunal which
has hilled three operators in Chile
15 10 be exorcised by o loval priest
i Valpanso

The voodou ternunal which was
part of & tdm astallstion for a
cleating bank cven “made a
workman faint”™ when he tned to
un-plug it

One of the deaths was ortginally
attibuted o0 @ “"massine strohe™
while another was recorded as
dcath by "unknown causes™. A
third operator s In @ coma.

Reporting the first ever posses-
scd computer. Amernica’s national
weekly tabloid the Weekly World
News tells how bank staff now

@quunl(

refuse 1o work near the pinaced
machine.

A spokesmian for the bank ca-
plaincd that since no one will now
O near it “we have 1o get nt

axarened or face o multi-oulhon
pound bilt 10 replace the enure
system ™

But the Weekly Warld New s can
still not repeat ats scoop of last
year when it revealed a Chinese
computer developer was hilled by
a “jealous™ machine.

The Al computer clectrocuted
its builder after “it discovered he
hud made o mark-two version™ of
s circuits and wimed 0 phase it
out.
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*Once we shot anybody we didn't
like — now we just put them in
front of a vdu’
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“Nessie”

The i;och Eii
Nessie hunt

PENSIONZR Stanley Ro-
3.
plans to look for the Loch
Ness monster next sum-
mer — in Loch Eil, near
Fort William.

He claims he first saw
in Loch Eil in
1955 and is convinced that
the creature uses rivers
and waterways to swim
from loch W loch.

of Shefileld

SpUTH VAES EcHo G x [ €3

From Alex Brummer
in Wachinglon

Calforruans’ quest for beauti-
ful brains to match their bodies
is artracting the attention of
federal health authorities, who
profess themselves frankly be-
mused by thus latest manifesta-
tion of the ‘‘New Age’
phenomenon.

Throughout the Golden State,
young Califormians are taking
to “brain building” with the
same enthusiasm . that they
took to the aerobic studios and
Nautilas body-building ma-
chines 1n the early 18808
People are abandoning their
exercise benches for relaxing
beach chairs and a brain tune
up camplete with padded ear-
phones and 3D-like goggles

Witk the help of a senes of
devices such as the Syncrho
Energiser — which uses high
frequen<y’ lights and sounds to

bring clients wnto a meditative

trance — clubs and clinics
across the state have begun the
awesome task of enhancing
brainpower.

According to a survey of the
this latest fad by California
magazine, chronicler of all that
is trendy or the West Coasl,
brain building has csught on
like wildfire

The Institute of
DeHypnotheraphy in Northern
Californian reports that some
8,500 people have journeyed to
their centre for Syncro-Energiz-
ing sessions

At the Altered States Float
Centre in West Hollywuod, the
owners have installed a
MindGym at which adherents
can watch their brain partterns
or spin around on a Graham
Potentializer ericompassed in a
two-volt electromagnetic fieid.

“We've gone from drugs to
meditation devices in the pe-
rennial quest for increasing the

mind's capacities,” Mr Denis
Gorges. a self-styled bio-medical
researcher, told the magazne.

‘He says that he has sold some

6,000 of his devices at $6,500
apiece since 1985, and includes
among his fans the singer
Carly Sumon, the actress Ally

Sheedy, and rock star Tins
Turner.
Mr Gorges' innovations in

the area of brainpower, includ-

Mind games grip the West Coast

ment which purports to have a

-y St e = =

medical purpose, seems less 1m-
pressed

“We ‘*have never approved
one of these devices,” a spoikes:
man, Mr David Duarte, sad
yesterday 13

The FDA said that should the
devices cross the state Liné tn
California, by means of news-
paper adverusments, bruad-
casts or other means, or shoald

ing devices such as the there be complaints, ther ft !
Endomax, which claims to would be required to launct an
“stimulate brain growth”, and Invesagation. and could ban
the BioRest, which pumps low further distribution of the

voltage {nto the bruin, are aad
to be do & roaring trade.
Among the benefits claimed by
all those involved are dewper
relaxstion, improved memory,
lesser drug use, increased intel-
ligence. and even expanaion of
brain cells and Gssues.

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration in Washington, whose
job it is to monitor all equip-

THE &umRDIARS 2?/12/84—

devices

However. by the time taat
the federal bureaucracy catches
up with “brain bullding”, Cali
fornia s Ukely to be populated
with a new super<lever gene."s
ton which will not only bave
the brainpower to outwit 1
pursuers, but will also put an
end, ance and for all, to the

{
J
I
'
i



Januarys Februery -988

SPECIAL REPORT: Manchester Meeting

Wendy M. Grossman

FLYING ssecers beware! The oad large rewmrds are offered o
Skeptial Movement Is coming esyome who can drummsiruie pars-

‘GHOSTBUSTERS MOVE IN °

- “Creation sclence is very weak in  people m'
this country, but | am amazed at the' ‘lNusien.”
ber of h © K vides

Xk

5
|

0 Maochewer comphie with Sormal
ghast-busting expertise.

The Maschester Skeptics g Sor
group is buldlag Ms lmmegral  gveromre the rigmum tats ot
@extlag e Wedoesday 9 De-  the Skeptin.

The first skeptics' meeting ever to bpe
heia in Manchester 100k place on
Wednesday, 9 December, 1987. ai the
Friends' Meeting Hail. Organiseda by Toby
Howard and Meartin Bridgstock, the meeting
attracted neariy eighty people. most of
them from the Manchester area. Qut-of-town
visitors inciudea Redge Lewis from South
Devon, ana Michac! Hutchinson and Lewis
Jones from Lonaon.

Acvance press coverage was excelient
(see Skeptics in the News, this issue, for
some of the press write-ups), and both BBC
Radio Manchester and one of the local
stations ran interviews with Toby Howara it
the last couple of days before the meeting.

Michae! Hutcninson had brought a tape
of an American TV speciai magician ana
CSICOP Founding Feliow James Randi had
maae, and this played while peopie filteread
into the hali and founa seats.

The meeting proper began with a talk
by Martin Bridgstock. a lecturer in
socioiogy on loan to the UK from his home
ir Australia, where he has been a prominent
anti- creationist campaigner. Bridgstock
stressed that being a skeptic is &
questioning rather than a negative position,
ana talkec abou: the various sums of money
on offer around the world to those who can
prove they have paranormal powers. A
notepad was provided for those at the
meezing who wished to be testea.

Magician Frank Koval then did a brief
demonstration of the art of misdirection,
and then showea a tape of Uri Geiler,
poiniing out where Geller was distracting
attention from his activities.

Finally, a tape was shown of James
Randi's exposé of Peter Popoff on the

-l-nd-w-lhr;m.' v . seme
“Mmmumﬁuu:"‘,':l ":Us‘"

a
s mm’"’"‘:‘ people,”  "movement who wat lo found a
be sald. - 1

professional magician
present to demonstrale how easily

h Py

YZUSTIHO(VHIY HLPOS .
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to test and

t
13
Py ¢

The at
will be  Friead's Meeting Homse, M.
Street, ot 7.30pm.

After
lively

Johnny Carson show in March, 1986.
this, there was a tea break, and
discussions ensued.

I myself was approached by a number of

people of various persuasions: a locai UFQO
group wante¢ to show me books of
top-secret documents which, they said,

proved there was &a governmenti cover-ur.
How couiad 1 expiain it? | said I was not an
expert on UFOs. A woman approacheé me
with the story of having seen Jesus Christ
in person over her pack fence one night:
the apparition had made an instant convert™
to Christianity of hner neighbor. And a
paimist seized my hand and read my palm: I:‘
was married, he said (was my husband”
round anywhere?), | had had difficuity in
childbirth, I kept ciose iles with my family.
that is, he hastened to add, my parents. He
seemecd fascinated¢ by the iength of one of
the lines on my paim. but unfortunately aid
not expiain what the extraordinary length
meant. He said I wouid have a further
romance after my husbhand. I am not
married, have never been pregnant, and
never sce any of my reiatives. I think this
was probably the least successfui reading I
have ever had of anv kind. On the other
hana, it was free, anc I suppose in this, as
il other tnings, you get what you pay for.

After the meeting was reconvened, there -
was a short perioc for questions anc
answers.

The meeting broke up eariy to compiy
with the Friends' reguiations. but was
dubbed a great success by all those who
attended. A further organizational meeting

~is pianned for those who indicated interest

in forming a regional committee. We wish
them the best of luck and look forward to
receiving reports of their future activities.



prediction in one, he really ought to have got
it right..."

Thanks to Stephen for a truly enormous
batch of clippings.

HUBBARD BIOGRAPHIES

Two biographies have been published, one

in the US, and one in the UK, both after.

considerable, reported legal harassment by the
Church of Scientology. Bare-Faced Messiah,
by Russell Miller, is published by Michael
Joseph, and concentrates mainly on Hubbard's
life story, with relatively few details of the
inner workings of the Church of Scientology.
Messiah or Madman, by Bent Corydon and L.
Ron Hubbard, Jr., concentrates primarily on
the reported inner workings of the Church.
The Sunday Times ran three extracts of
Miller's book, and a review; reviews of one
or both books have appeared in the New
Scientist (reviewer: Dick Kovan) and Nature
(reviewer: Martin Gardner).

GELLER STRIKES AGAIN

Toby Howard writes: "Peripatetic skeptics
will be delighted to hear that jet lag may
soon be a thing of the past, thanks to the

tireless research efforts of Uri Geller.
Interviewed in Business Traveller magazne,

Uri says he hcpes to have ready by 1990 a
wristwatch which will "stop the extra low

frequency waves from entering the body."”
This, he explains, will prevent jet lag. Uri's
passport lists his profession as "lecturer/

writer.” Skeptics might possibly be able to
supply more apt descriptions.

DORIS COLLINS AND THE SUN

The Sun ran another one of its
extravaganzas on January 15. Readers were
instructed to "Dim the lights and sit on a
comfortable chair at a table. Open the Sun at
this page and lay it out in front of you. Then
ON THE DOT OF 8pm, look deeply into the
eyes of the picture on the left..." We will run
a more complete report in our next issue.
Thanks to J. Alan Remfry for sending in the
clippings.

ALLERGY HOAX

The Times and a few other papers

reported that writer Caroline Richmond had
written a spoof on the arguments against food
additives and sent it to an organisation called
"Action Against Allergy."” The report,
purportedly issued by the Dye Related
Allergies Bureau (DRAB), said, among other
things, that: "Clothes are brighter than ever
before, which accounts for the epidemic of
obesity, malaise, flatulence, irritability,
lethargy, indigestion, headache, dyspepsia,
tiredness, and constipation.”

Writing in the British Medical Journal,
19-26 December 1987, Richmond notes: "I had
not expected DRAB to be taken seriously and
now have qualms about what I have done. 1
have learnt--and I suspect most doctors know
this already--that there are quite a number of
people out there who want to hear bad news
and are vulnerable to every kind of charlatan.
Most of them are middle class women who
would be described as educated but have no
knowledge of human biology or other aspects
of everyday science.”

LIFE IN SURREY...

Reader Paul Quincey sent clippings from
the Richmond and Kingston local Guardian.
Self-styled "ghostbuster” Stephen Alexandre
investigated Richmond Theatre as the latest
in a series of haunted theatres. He receives
messages via automatic writing. The message
which appeared "scrawled” on his pad read,
"Before you leave this theatre you wil! be...”

Meanwhile there has been a psychic health
and fitness festival in Surbiton in December,
which was disrupted as "local Christians
formed a picket line outside.”

YETI

The Yeti has been in the news again, with
articles appearing in the New Scientist, the
Sunday Express and the International Herald
Tribune.

Frank Chambers, of Co. Mayo, sent in the
clipping from the International Herald Tribune
dated 11 November about a debate over some
photographs alleged to be of the Yeti.
According to the article, English physicist
Anthony B. Wooldridge claimed to have
encountered a Yeti in the Himalayas in 1986.
Wooldridge's evidence "consists of two sets of
photographs taken on March 6, 1986...0ne
photo shows fresh tracks in snow made by
enormous feet with widely splayed big toes.
The other, taken from a distance of 450 feet




through a wide-angie lens, shows a silhouette
of a vaguely human figure...Although the
photograph is sharp and well exposed, the
figure in question 1is so distant that an
enlargement of the image reveals little
detail.” Frank Chambers comments: "Next time
use a telephoto lens!”

According to the Sunday Express on
December 20, however, the yeti has been
seen, filmed, and shown on Russian television
by "zoologist Mrs M. Bykova.”

The New Scientist article, on the other
hand, reviews a century of reported yeti
sightings and says, "There can be little
doubt...that the yeti is currently Nepal's
number one foreign currency earner.” The
article goes on to review the possible

candidates for “perpetrators of the yeti's
tracks.”
In a letter to the Scotsman, James

Pringle explained that in his visits to Tibet,
he found that local village people T"utterly
dismissed contemporary stories of sightings as
the product of over-fertile imaginations [while]
Chinese Communist Party cadres interviewed
in the region almost to a man believed...in
the existence of the Yeti.”

TIME-LIFE

The Time-Life book series Mysteries of
the Unknown is now available in the UK.
According to their full-colour brochure, the
series "promises you an astonishing
exploration of a wide spectrum of unexplained
phenomena.” Among the phenomena: the
psychic arms race (Moscow is ahead!), Gerard
Croiset's psychic powers, the "Bermuda
Triangle”, Stonehenge, Nostradamus, UFOs,
and so on and on. They don't say how many
volumes are in the series, but each costs
£12.95 plus £1.95 postage and packing until
June 30, 1988. And if you reply within seven
days (this brochure came in a copy of the
Listener), you can have a free gift! Yes, you
can own your very own set of ESP cards...

THE OPEN CENTRE

"What is the Open Centre?” their brochure
asks. It then proceeds to answer: "We are a
well established Growth Centre providing a
variety of different therapies within the broad
spectrum of the Humanistic Psychology
Movement. We offer both groups and
individual sessions.

"We run as a collective...”

The therapies they offer: Body-oriented
therapy; Primal Integration and Bodywork;
Transactional Analysis; Encounter and
Awareness; Bioenergetics and Psychodrama;
the Feldenkrais Method and Gentle Dance;
Gestalt and Intuitive Massage. From the
brochure, "Primal Integration is a process
which helps to heal splits in one's being and
resolve blocks to one's doing...I draw
on...various forms of bodywork--'intuitive'
bodywork, massaage, Pulsing (a rhythmic form)
and Postural Integration (deep tissue work)."”
On Bioenergetics and Psychodrama, "My basic
training in helping people through crisis was
nine years as an international household
removals contractor...”

EXORCISM AT SEA

Several papers carried the story of the
haunted Bridlington trawler. The Daily
Telegraph said, "The Rev Thomas Willis...the
exorcist of buildings to the Diocese of York,
was called in to perform the ceremony by a
Department of Employment clerk who queried
why the trawler's crew were claiming benefit
when they should have been out fishing.”

Before the exorcism: "the 65ft Bridiington
trawler Pickering ckippered by Mr Derek
Gates was haunted...the steering regularly
went haywire, sending them round in circles.
The radar system would go wrong, always at
1:30am and at sea.

"Lights would go on and off and the
cabins were freezing even when the heating

was on. A ghostly figure had also been seen
on deck.”
After: "Mr Gates...said "the atmosphere

had 'changed overnight'...and that he and his
crew were now landing healthy catches.”

The Guardian added that "Mr Willis...was
appointed an official exorcist in 1972 by the
then Archbishop of York, Dr Donald Coggan...
The vicar researched the ship's history and
found that a human spirit, rather than the
ghost of a vengeful mackerel or cod, might
genuinely be responsible.”

"...Mr Willis, who said that he believed the
spirit was now at peace, has been thanked by
the Pickering's owners, the Bridlington
Trawler Co., for being 'most helpful'.”

SAGAN

In "Red star Gorbachev, who wants to go
to Mars, gets only Iowa,” (11/XII), Guardian
reporter Michael White described Carl Sagan
as "the American dissident and sage...the
popular astrologer.” Um...
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In recent years, popular ideas about the
paranormal have undergone a subtle, but very
important transformation. The emergence of
the "New Age" has brought about a kind of
grand unification of many of the fringe andg
paranormal interests traditionally Iabelied
"occult.” Along with this regrouping has come
an extraordinary growth in recognition and

respectabiiity, ana, more dangerously, a shift

in what is popularly regarded as scientific
fact. Certainly New Age thinking embodies
what many wouid consider laudable ideals--
positive lifestyles, self-help and development,
environmental awareness--but on the other
hand it carries along with it many of the
irrational trappings of its preaecessors. Think
of any occult/fringe subject, and the chances
are that it will slide smoothly into the New
Ager's worla-view and vocabulary. One of the
characteristics of the New Age 1is its
diversity, and many of the traditional follies
find themselves re-expressed in the new
system. Spiritualism casts off its dusty doiiy
image and becomes channeiling--Red Indian
spirit guides and ail; energies supposed to
radiate from the fingers of natural healers
now come from hi-tech pocket-sized elecironic
devices. One of Britain's largest and most
well-organised sources of New Age
paraphernalia is Brighton's "Unicorn Place”
(39, Duke Street, Brighton, BNi 1AG). Within
the pages of its maii-order catalogue New
Agers can find just about all the gadgetry
they need. All the more popuiar forms of
"New Age science” are coliected and
presented as a compiete package. For New
Agers there 1s an implicit continuity: once
they accept the truth of, say, pendulum
dowsing, the rest follows--paimistry,
phrenology, pyramid power, crystal power,
channeliing. All are wvalid, everything is
proven. So, after this onslaught of all things
fringey, it comes as something of a surprise
when the order form rather grudgingly
announces, "'The Unicorn Place' claims no
mystical, medical or esoteric powers with any
of our advertised products." What a letdown!

The subject of "anomaious phenomena” is
one which stirs the passions in many frece-
thinkers and skeptics. Two publications which
approach the subject in strikingly different
ways are Fortean Times and Science
Frontiers. Fortean Times (96, Mansfield Road,
London NW3 2HX) is a quarterly publication
edited by Bob Rickard, aiso responsipie for
the recent Brooke Bond ‘'Paranormal’ card

Toby Howard's PSYCHIC DIARY

series (see B&IS 1.2). Each issue is crammed
with reports (often highiy anecdotal) from
around the worid of unusual, bizarre, and
frequentiy hilarious happenings. Typical topics
inciude rains of fish, spiders, and winkles,
"faces” in the sky, humans with horns, feral
children, strange coincidences, expioding
chickens... The secret is not to take it al!
too seriousiy--FT is often infuriating, but
always entertaining. Along similar iines, but
much more restrained, is the work of Wiliiam
Coriiss, wnose bimonthly Science Frontiers
(Sourcebook Project, P.O. Box 107, Glen Arm,
MD 21057, USA) newsietter is full of strange
reports mostly  cuilea from respectable
scientific journals such as Nature. Mr Coriiss
is an archetypal free-thinker; while he
sometimes Juxtaposes respeciabie scientific
reports with wild speculations, he more often
presents his data without comment, leaving
the ball squareiy in the reader's court. Can
explanations be found within established
scientific knowledge for strange occurrences
such as earth noises, flashes in the sky, rains
of objects, marine phospnorescence? Or must
we declare them "paranormal,” invoking alien
visitations, mysticai powers, and the rest?
Wnatever one's outiook, Science Frontiers is
a fascinating record of reliabiy reported
pnenomena, whose very strangeness shows Jjust
how much there stiil is to understand and
discover.

Spirits whose taients iie on the musical
side shouid contact medium Rosemary Brown
(see B&IS 1.4, "Mark Plummer on Gay
Byrne"), who is recording  new LP. In the
pasi, Ms Brown has been the channei for
"new” works by decomposed composers such
as Chopin, Liszt, and Beethoven. Other
postihumous collaborators have included
Einstein, Shaw, Russeil, ana Jung, and she
ciaims to have recently met Gershwin and
John Lennon. Extraordinary, but that is not
all; as Ms Brown says, "they have instruments
on the other side we have never seen.”’

Have you ever been intrigued by
coincidences? Thanks to Prediction's "Occult
Question Time" page I can reveal their true
significance at last. They are, and I quote,
"psychic signposts aiong life’'s highway. They
show the beholder that they are on the right
path towards evoiution and that they are in
harmony generally with the universe.” Not a
lot of peopie know that...
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