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HITS & MISSES 
CSICOP CONFERENCES 

CSICOP announced two conferences in its 
latest edition of its in-house newsletter 
Skeptical .Briefs . The first will be held in 
Chicago in November, 1988. Details will be 
forthcoming in the Skeptic ai Inguirer. The 
second . will be the first-ever Europeaq 
Conference, and will be held in .. West Ge.rmany 
on May 5-6, 1989. GWUP, the West German. 
skeptics' group, will  be hosting the European 
Conference, and they have written to ask for 
suggestions regarding topics, speakers , etc . 
(See also European Report.) 

PSYCHIC INVESTIGATION 

Toby Howard writes from Manchester: 
'' The Metaphysical and Psychic Research 

Group is seeking would-be psychic sleuths to 
form a "Bureau of Psychic Investigation." The 
idea is to solve crimes using the psychic 
senses. Would this include crimes committed 
paranormally? Crooked psychics could use 
teleportation to shoplift without even going 
out!" 

SHEFFIELD R.I.P. 

Chris Wright writes from Sheffield that he 
attended two meetings of the Sheffield 
Society for Research into the Paranormal: 

"The meeting on December 2nd was going 
to be a talk on UFOs; unfortunately the 
speaker was unable to come that night. The 
evening was therefore an informal one with 
the main theme ESP. The m em hers of the 
society seem to have a range of points of 
view about the paranormal from the mild 
believer to the skeptic. I thought it would be 
unfair to the members if I tried to form an 
opinion from this one meeting, so I went 
along to the next one on January 6. 

" This time it was the UFO talk. The 
speaker was Mr Philip Mantle and he gave a 
fairly general talk on what people mean by 
UFOs. On speaking to him afterwards , I found 
he was far more skeptical than his talk would 
have suggested. 

Chris Wright also sent a copy of UFO 
Brigantia, which  he got from Philip Mantle at 
the meeting. 

Philip Mantle ,  and Andy Roberts, editor of 
UFO Brigantia , have set up a UFO hotline at 
0924 444049, according to an article from 
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Yorkshire Life, November 1987. The article 
notes, "if . you have any experiences or 
sightings of the following: ghostlights, 
spooklights, UFOs , fairies, or poltergeist 
phenomena, they want to hear from you ." 

MAGONIA CONFERENCE 

The independent UFO journal Magonia has 
announced their intention to hold a 20th 
Anniversary Conference. Proposed dates are 
either May or August Bank Holiday, 1988. A 
letter was included with their latest issue 
asking for comments and suggestions ... 

SPIRITS ON THE DOLE--UPDATE 

Toby Howard writes : "Disembodied spirit 
entities who are considering writing a novel 
would do well to avoid using Bournemouth 
"psychic" Peter Froude (Hits & Misses, B&IS 
1.6) as their penman . Psychic News reports 
that Mr Froude has had his weekly £40 
Enterprise Allowanc e  grant suspended for non­
compliance with with regulations. Will his 
spirit novel The Demoniac ever materialise?" 

GELLER'S EFFECT 

It was reported in the September, 1987 , 
New Zealand Skeptic that the Geller Effect is 
not working quite as well in New Zealand as 
Geller's publishers would like: "The Auckland 
agent for the publisher of Geller's 
autobiography reports that only four copies of 
the book have sold in New Zealand this year."  

ASSAP MEDIA SERVICE 

The Association for the Scientific Study 
of Anomalous Phenomena (ASSAP), whose 
activities we wrote up in Hits & Misses in 
our last issue (B&IS 1.6), have, according to 
Psychic News, begun a media information 
servic e. The article says, "Mediascene will 
cover all aspects of the paranormal, including 
UFOs and the mystery of stone circles. When 
inqmr1es about Spiritualism are received, 
Mediascene will refer the callers to [Psychic 
News], the Spiritualists ' National Union, 
Spiritualist Association of Great Britain or 
other responsible bodies ." 
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SPECIAL REPORT: Manche ste r Meeting 
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The first skeptics' meeting ever to be 
held in Manchester took place on 

Wednesday, 9 December, 1987, at the 

Friends' Meeting Hall. Organised by Toby 
Howard and Martin Bridgstock, the meeting 
attracted nearly eighty people, most of 
them from the Manchester area. Out-of-town 
visitors included Redge Lewis from South 
Devon, and Michael Hutchinson and Lewis 
Jones from London . 

Advance press coverage was excellent 
(see Skeptics in the �ews, this issue, for 

some of the press write-ups), and both BBC 
Radio Manchester and one of the local 
stations ran interviews with Toby Howard in 

the last couple of days before the meeting. 

Michael Hutchinson had brought a tape 
of an American TV special magician and 

CSICOP Founding Feliow James Randi had 
made, and this played while people filtered 
into the hall and found seats. 

The meeting proper began with a talk 
by Martin Bridgstock, a lecturer in 
sociology on loan to the UK from his home 
in Australia, where he has been a prominent 

anti- creationist campaigner. Bridgstock 
stressed that being a skeptic is a 

questioning rather than a negative position, 
and talked about the various sums of money 
on off er around the world to those who can 
prove they have paranormal powers. A 
notepad was provided for those at the 
meeting who wished to be tested. 

Magician Frank Koval then did a brief 
demonstration of the art of misdirection, 

and then showed a tape of Uri Geiler. 
pointing out where Geller was distracting 
attention from his activities. 

Pinaliy. a tape was shown of James 

Randi" s expose of Peter Po?off on t�e 

Wendy M. Grossman 

Johnny Carson show in March, 1986. 
this, there was a tea oreak, and 
discussions ensued. 

After 
lively 

I myself was approached by a number of 

people of various persuasion.s: a local UFO 

group wanted to show me books of 

top-secret documents which, they said. 

proved there was a government cover-up. 

How could I explain it? I saici I was not an 

expert on UFOs. A woman app�oached me 

with the story of having seen Jesus Christ 

in person over her back fence one night; 
the apparition had made an instant convert 

to Christianity of her ne1gnoor. And a 
palmist seized my hand and read my p�lm: I 
was married, he said (was my husband 

around anywhere?), I had haci difficulty in 

childbirth, I kept close ties with my famiiy, 
that is, he hastened to acid. :ny parents. He 

seemed fascinated ·by the iength of one of 

the lines on my paim, but unf ort�nately did 
not explain what the extraorciinary length 

meant. He said I wouid have a further 

romance after my husband. I am not 

married, have never been pregnant, ana 
never see any of my relatives. I think tms 

was probably the least successful reading I 

have ever had of any kind. On the other 

hand, it was free, and I suppose in this. as 

in other things, you get what you pay for. 

After the meeting was reconvened, there 

was a short period for questions and 
answers. 

The meeting broke up eariy to comply 

with the Friends' regulations, but was 
ciubbed a great success by all those who 
attended. A further organizational meeting 

is pianr.ed for those who indicated interest 
in forming a regional committee. We wish 
them the best of �uck and look forward to 

receiving reports of thei� fu�u;-e activities. 
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TAPE LIBRARY 

Toby Howard reports from ·Manchester that 
the tape collection is growing steadily. He 
lists the following tapes available on loan to 
paid subscribers to the B&IS: 

Audio: Mark Plummer on the Gay Byrne 
show; LBC Nightline: Brian Inglis on Dreamsj 
LBC Nightline: Christian Dion; LBC Nightline: 
Timothy Good & Jenny Randles on UFO 
c o v e r-u ps; E v e r y m a n :  d o c u m e n t a r y  o n  
astrology (BBC 1 ); Newsnight: spontaneous 
human combustion (BBC 2); Jimmy Mack 
programme on BBC Scotland: debate on 
dowsing with Denys Parsons and others; 
Manchester Skeptics Meetings, including 
Martin Bridgstock on being a skeptic. 

Video: Uri Geller on the Wogan show; Uri 
Geller on the Late, Late Show; Viewpoint 87: 
Thy Will be Done (documentary on US and UK 
television Christian fundamentalism); Panorama 
documentary on Scientology; "Is There 
Anybody There?" Karl Sabbagh's documentary 
on the paranormal (Channel 4, 31 October 
1987), together with Karl Sabbagh answering 
the critics on Right to Reply; BBC 
documentary on the Spiritualist Association of 
Great Britain. 

To borrow any of these tapes or to 
contribute tapes to the collection, please 
contact Toby directly at 49, Whitegate Park, 
Flixton, Manchester, M31 3LN. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Michael Hutchinson and Janet Bord both 
wrote in with copies of two advertisements 
which have recently appeared in the 
Bookseller magazine, among other places, both 
from Lennard Publishing. The first is for a 
book entitled Astrology--the Evidence of 
Science. Written by Percy Seymour, this book 
is claimed to demolish the case against 
astrology. The advertisement reads in part, 
"Taking up the challenge of such sceptics as 
Patrick Moore and Heather Couper, Seymour 
adds to his own testimony that of Eysenck, 
Ptolemy, Lyall Watson, Copernicus, Chaucer, 
Carl Sagan and Shakespeare to present the 
most exciting and controversial scientific case 
of recent years." 

The second book is entitled Realize Your 
Psychic Power. Its author, Abbe Gail, is 
described as follows: "For 5 years she had a 
top rated phone-in show in Hollywood--"My 
Psychic Universe"--and worked with the Los 
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Angeles Police Department, who relied on 
her gifts to locate missing kidnap victims. In 
1986 she returned to London to continue her 
work with psychic energy in Britain." The ad 
concludes, "This is the essential handbook of 
the resources of the mind." 

SCOTTISH GHOSTS 

Steuart Campbell writes from Edinburgh 
that the Scottish Tourist Board has published 
an A4 booklet entitled "Scotland's Ghosts." 
According to Steuart, "It lists 67 allegedly 
haunted places for tourists to visit (although 
one of them, the County Hountel in Dumfries, 
is actually closed). The introduction claims 
that 'spirits' are 'tortured souls' who return 
to the ancient places! Although the list is 
sometimes cautious enough to use phrases like 
'reputed to be .. .' and 'it is said that .. .', at 
other times it gullibly reports what is 
believed as if it were true." 

Both Steuart and Stephen Moreton have 
had letters published in the Scotsman 
complaining about this form of exploitation of 
'Scotland's assets,' and pointing out that the 
burden of proof is not on skeptics, but rather 
on those who claim that ghosts exist. 

ELECTION RETUR1�S 

Last summer, Stephen Cox of Reading sent 
a collection of predictions about the 1987 
British general elections (see pp 20-1, this 
issue). In a recent letter, he points out: "Re 
specific predictions; Jonathon Carver (Today's 
astrologer) predicted an Alliance win in the 
Slough constituency for our General Election. 
I said no chance. It was the only seat in 
Berkshire where the Alliance came third, 
arguably the worst result in the county. Given 
that of the 650 constituencies he only made a 
prediction in one, he really ought to have got 
it right. .. " 

Thanks to Stephen for a truly enormous 
batch of clippings. 

HUBBARD BIOGRAPHIES 

Two biographies have been published, one 
in the US, and one in the UK, both after 
considerable, reported legal harassment by the 
Church of Scientology. Bare-Faced Messiah, 
by Russell Miller, is published by Michael 
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Joseph, and concentrates mainly on Hubbard's 
life story, with relatively few details of the 
inner workings of the Church of Scientology. 
Messiah or Madman, by Bent Corydon and L. 
Ron Hubbard, Jr., concentrates primarily on 
the reported inner workings of the Church. 
The Sunday Times ran three extracts of 
Miller's book, and a review; reviews of one 
or both books have appeared in the New 
Scientist (reviewer: Dick Kovan) and Nature 
(reviewer: Martin Gardner) . 

GBLLBR STRIKES AGAIN 

Toby .Howard writes: "Peripatetic skeptics 
will be delighted to hear that jet lag may 
soon be a thing of the past, thanks to the 
tireless research efforts of Uri Geller. 
Interviewed in Business Traveller magazine, 
Uri says he hopes to have ready by 1990 a 
wristwatch which will "stop the extra low 
frequency waves from entering the body." 
This, he explains, will prevent jet lag. Uri's 
passport lists his profession as "lecturer I 
writer." Skeptics might possibly be able to 
supply more apt descriptions. 

DORIS COLLINS AND THE SUN 

The Sun ran another one of its 
extravaganzas on January 15. Readers were 
instructed to "Dim the lights and sit on a 
comfortable chair at a table. Open the Sun at 
this page and lay it out in front of you. Then 
ON THE DOT OF 8pm, look deeply into the 
eyes of the picture on the left. . .  " We will run 
a more complete report in our next issue. 
Thanks to J. Alan Remfry for sending in the 
clippings. 

ALLERGY HOAX 

The Times and a few other papers 
reported that writer Caroline Richmond had 
written a spoof on the arguments against food 
additives and sent it to an organisation called 
"Action Against Allergy."  The report, 
purportedly issued by the Dye Related 
Allergies Bureau (DRAB), said, among other 
things, that: "Clothes are brighter than ever 
before, which accounts for the epidemic of 
obesity, malaise, flatulence, irritability, 
lethargy, indigestion, headache, dyspepsia, 
tiredness, and constipation." 
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Writing in the British Medical Journal, 
19-26 December 1987, Richmond notes: "I had 
not expected DRAB to be taken seriously and 
now have qualms about what I have done. I 
have learnt--and I suspect most doctors know 
this already--that there are quite a number of 
people out there who want to hear bad news 
and are vulnerable to every kind of charlatan. 
Most of them are middle class women who 
would be described as educated but have no 
knowledge of human biology or other aspects 
of everyday science." 

LIFE IN SURREY ... 

Reader Paul Quincey sent clippings from 
the Richmond and Kingston local Guardian. 
Self-styled "ghostbuster" Stephen Alexandre 
investigated Richmond Theatre as the latest 
in a series of haunted theatres. He receives 
messages via automatic writing. The message 
which appeared "scrawled" on his pad read, 
"Before you leave this theatre you will be . .. " 

Meanwhile there has been a psychic health 
and fitness festival in Surbiton in December, 
which was disrupted as "local Christians 
formed a picket line outside." 

YBTI 

The Yeti has been in the news again, with 
articles appearing in the New Scientist, the 
Sunday Express an� the International Herald 
Tribune. 

Frank Chambers, of Co. Mayo, sent in the 
clipping from the International Herald Tribune 
dated 11 November about a debate over some 
photographs alleged to be of the Yeti. 
According to the article, English physicist 
Anthony B. Wooldridge claimed to have 
encountered a Yeti in the Himalayas in 1986. 

· Wooldridge 's evidence "consists of two sets of 
photographs taken on March 6, 1986 . . .  0ne 
photo shows fresh tracks in snow made by 
enormous feet with widely splayed big toes. 
The other, taken from a distance of 450 feet 
through a wide-angle lens, shows a silhouette 
of a vaguely human figure . . .  Although the 
photograph is sharp and well exposed, the 
figure in question is so distant that an 
enlargement of the image reveals little 
detail." Frank Chambers comments: "Next time 
use a telephoto lens!" 

According to the Sundav Express on 
December 20, however, the yeti has been 
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seen, filmed, and shown on Russian television 
by "zoologist Mrs M. Bykova." 

The New Scientist article, on the other 
hand, reviews a century of reported yeti 
sightings and says, "There can be little 
doubt ... that the yeti is currently Nepal's 
number one foreign currency earner." The 
article goes on to review the possible 
candidates for "perpetrators of the yeti's 
tracks." 

In a letter to the Scotsman, James 
Pringle explained that in his visits to Tibet, 
he found that local village people "utterly 
dismissed contemporary stories of sightings as 
the product of over-fertile imaginations [while] 
Chinese Communist Party cadres interviewed 
in the region almost to a man believed .. .in 
the existence of the Yeti." 

TIME-LIFE 

The Time-Life book series Mysteries of 
the Unknown is now available in the UK. 
According to their full-colour brochure, the 
s e r i e s  "p r omi s e s  y o u  a n  a s t o n i s hin g 
exploration of a wide spectrum of unexplained 
phenomena." Among the phenomena: the 
psychic arms race (Moscow is ahead!), Gerard 
Croiset' s psychic powers, the "Bermuda 
Triangle", Stonehenge, Nostradamus, UFOs, 
and so on and on. They don't say how many 
volumes are in the series, but each costs 
£12.95 plus £1.95 postage and packing until 
June 30, 1988. And if you reply within seven 
days (this brochure came in a copy of the 
Listener), you can have a free gift! Yes, you 
can own your very own set of ESP cards ... 

THE OPEN CENTRE 

"What is the Open Centre?" their brochure 
asks. It then proceeds to answer: "We are a 
well established Growth Centre providing a 
variety of different therapies within the broad 
spectrum of the Humanistic Psychology 
Movement. We offer both groups and 
individual sessions. 

"We run as a collective ... " 

The therapies they offer are: Body-
oriented therapy; Primal Integration and 
Bodywork; Transactional Analysis; Encounter 
an d A w a r e n e s s; B i o e n e r g e t i c s  a n d  
Psychodrama; the Feldenkrais Method and 
Gentle Dance; Gestalt and Intuitive Massage. 
From the brochure, i>rimal Integration is a 
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process which helps to heal splits in one's 
being and i resolve blocks to one's doing . . .I 

draw on ... various forms of bodywork--'intuitive' 
bodywork, massaage, Pulsing (a rhythmic form) 
and Postural Integration (deep tissue work)." 
On Bioenergetics and Psychodrama, "My basic 
training in helping people through crisis was 
nine years as an international household 
removals contractor ... " 

EXORCISM AT SEA 

Several newspapers carried the story of 
the haunted Bridlington trawler. According to 
the Daily Telegraph on December 15, "The 
Rev Thomas Willis, Vicar of Holy Trinity, 
Sower by, and the exorcist of buildings to the 
Diocese of York, was called in to perform the 
ceremony by a Department of Employment 
clerk who queried why the trawler's crew 
were claiming benefit when they should have 
been out fishing." 

Before the exorcism: "the 65ft Bridlington 
trawler Pickering skippered by Mr Derek 
Gates was haunted ... the steering regularly 
went haywire, sending them round in circles. 
The radar system would go wrong, always at 
1:30am and at sea. 

"Lights would go on and off and the 
cabins were freezing even when the heating 
was on. A ghostly figure had also been seen 
on deck." 

Mter: "Mr Gates ... said "the atmosphere 
had 'changed overnight' ... and that he and his 
crew were now landing healthy catches.'' 

The Guardian report included the 
additional information that "Mr Willis ... was 
appointed an official exorcist in 1972 by the 
then Archbishop of York, Dr Donald Coggan ... 
The vicar researched the ship's history and 
found that a human spirit, rather than the 
ghost of a vengeful mackerel or cod, might 
genuinely be responsible." 

According to the Guardian, "Mr Willis, who 
said that he believed the spirit was now at 
peace, has been thanked by the Pickering's 
owners, the Bridlington Trawler Co., for being 
'most helpful'." 

SAG AN 

In an article, "Red star Gorbachev, who 
wants to go to Mars, gets only Iowa," 
published on 11 December, Guardian reporter 
Michael White described Carl Sagan as "the 
American dissident and sage ... the popular 
astrologer." Um ... 
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CSICOP EUROPEAN CONFERENCE 

Amardeo Sarma writes from West Germany: 

" ... one of the 1989 CSICOP conferences is 
to be held near Munich in Germany. The 

German organisation GWUP (previously A SUPO) 
will host the conference. We are very keen 

to coordinate the topi c s  and the conference 
with the other European national groups. The 
conference is planned for May 5th and 6th 
1989 with some social programme offered on 

the 4th and a meeting of the national (mainly 

European) groups on Sunday, the 7th of May. 

Please let me know if the date suits you and 
whether you wish to contribute in any way. 
The conference venue is Bad Tolz near 

Munich. We are also open to suggestions 
regarding topic s  and other items ... " 

We will be glad to pass along any of our 

readers' suggestions to Amardeo. 

NETHERLANDS 

Bert van Ge lder, secretary to the new 
Dutch group writes from Utrecht: 

"We gave our committee the legal form of 
a so-called 'Stichting' (=Foundation) and called 
it 'SK EPS IS'. Preofessor emeritus in the field 
of Astronomy of Utrecht University, Cees de 
Jager, is chairperson and I, a sociologist and 
student-counsellor in the University of 
Amsterdam, am secretary. The Board consists 

of 15 men and only one woman. 
"We called ourselves a foundation for the 

scientific research of ' paranormal phenomena' 
and not of 'claims of the paranormal' not to 

alienate people beforehand and not to confirm 
the connotation that the word 'SK EPS I S' has 
already for true believers. 

"We got much press coverage: from the 

beginning of October on De Jager was 
interviewed at least three times a week ; he 
was on radio (not yet on TV) and about 350 

people wrote us about the foundation .. . 

"Our primary aims are editing a quarterly 
called 'SKEPTER' (chief-editor: Marcel 
Hulspas) and granting to the KoninkliJ'ke 
Bibliotheek (=Royal Library) the full set of 
Skeptical Inquirers and a subsc ription to the 
future volumes besides a selection of 

important books in the field of our objectives. 
This is because nowhere in Dutch libraries 
(nor bookshops) you can find good scientific 

books about paranormal research and 
paranormal phenomena and only one library 
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EUROPEAN REPORT 
(the Department of Psychology of the 

University of Amsterdam) has a subs cription 

to the Skeptical lnq:Jirer." 
J.W. Nienhuys has wr itten from Waalre 

enclosing translations of the press write-ups 
of the foundation of SKEPSIS, and has very 

kindly agreed to keep us informed of the 
contents of Skepter , when publication begins. 

Nienhuys translates an article published on 

10 October and entitled "Dutch skeptics unite 
in crusade against the paranormal. " Journalist 

Felix Eigenraam says: "A few years ago, a 
Dutch group was almost established. Because 

of the untimely death of the originator of 
that plan, Telegraaf journalist and skeptic 

Piet Hein Hoebens, this did not happen. But 
now, thanks to the missionary activity of 
[Paul] Kurtz and [Mark] Plummer, it is going 
to happen . A quick poll among subscribers 
present [at the meeting on October 8] showed 
that there was enough interest to start a 
committee. 

"The Dutch committee will closely monitor 

paranormal claims in their country (like the 
12 other committees in other countries), 
examine them carefully, and wherever possible 
refute them." 

SPAIN 

Luis Alfonso Gamez Dominguez writes from 

Bilbao: "Geller was in S pain for a couple of 
days , bending spoons, transmitting numbers 
telepathically, etc. His visit did not raise the 
excitement expected by those who brought 

h im ; they did not allow Felix [Ares de Blasj 

and me to attend a television program when 
Geller was interviewed. The press clippings 

which I enc lose with this letter and the copy 

of the press release which we prepared will 
give you an idea of what happened. " 

" ... I agree completely that we need to 
ensure that all the European groups work 
together. I think the biggest problem will 
consist in convincing our colleagues in all 

. 
countries that we must establish continental 
c oordination and that this can work for 
everyone ... " 

Luis Alfonso adds that ARP, the Spanish 

group, was legally constituted in March, and 

that since October they have been getting 
numerous enquiries about ARP and the 

skeptical movement in general. A national 

meeting is planned for 5 December in Madrid. 
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IN PROGRESS 
PREDICTIONS 1988 

B&IS I . 6 ,  pp20 -2 1 and this issu e ,  pp20 -2 1. 
c ontain a wide s election of sk epti c '  and 
psychi cs' predictions for 1988. W e  must now 
wait until the end of th e year to d etermine 
the su c c ess rate.  However . . .  at least one of 
the sk eptics' predictions has already been 
proved right! A Royal pregnancy h as inde ed 
been announ c ed,  as predict ed by n on e  other 
than B&I S  Editor, W endy M. Grossman . 

ASTROLOGY SURVEY 

We h av e  a f air selection of horos copes 
from the beginning-of-the-year press, including 
"Mysti c  M eg," Russ ell· Grant, "Circ e , "  
Jonat h an Cainer. and a host o f  others . 
Thanks in advan c e  to Phil McKerra cher, who 
has promis ed to analyze them for us . In 
addition, Edinburgh r eader Stephen Moreton 
has volunteered to do a side-by-sid e  
comparison o f  a c ou p l e  of the m o r e  d etailed 
astrological predictions . We look forward to 
publishing the results of both of thes e  
projects , hopefully in the next issu e .  

EDINBURGH 1989 

Only one reader expressed an interest in 
setting up a stall  at the proj e cted Edinburgh 
Scien c e  Festival in the spring of 1989, so 
this s e ems unlik ely to be a workable project ,  
unless we g e t  some more volunteers. 

CARTOONISTS ... 

W e  advertised for a cartoonist s everal 
issues ago, and got no response. We would 
still be d elighted to hear from anyone who 
can draw and has a s cr ew loose .  

CROCODIL ES 

A while ago. read er Andrew Tomlinson 
s ent in a hug e  cl ipping from 1975 about 
N ess ie. The article theoriz ed that N essie. 
"like croc odiles.·· swallows ston es to stay 
under wat er . Tomlinson asked is this in fa ct 
tru e of crocodi les. D o es anyone know ? 

T!i€ British & Irish Skeptic 

KEEP THOSE CLIPPINGS COMING . . .  

Most of the mat erial f or Hits & Misses 
and The Press Gall ery is culled from the 
clippings sent in by our readers . Please, 
pl eas e  mark c lippings with t h e  name o f  the 
pu blication and the date. Thanks! 

IN FUTURE ISSUES 

In hand are: a two-part int erview with 
Pau l  Kurtz; a pi e c e  on S . G .  Soal (Christoph er 
Scott ) ;  a long artic l e  on the d emarcation 
between scien ce and pseudoscience (Sven Ove 
Hansson. the Swedish chairman): Steuart 
Campbell on Findhorn; Anthony Garrett on 
astrology ;  and we have a num ber of reviews .  
etc . .  promised . 1988 should b e  a good year. 
About two -thirds of our subscriptions ex pire 
with this issu e .  Pleas e  don't forget to r enew 
if you haven't already;  if you have, again. 
thanks . 

*************************** 
* n YOU, ME and * 

! .. the STARS ! 
* ttr .. . and the liNK bem·een all THREE .... YOU * 

wanting to know HOW to change �·hat �·ou 
* -�"' do not want. WHEN to expect luck to come * 

your way and WHERE to get the answers! * � ME? I can be the UNK by my experience * 

� and knowledge. and the STARS? .. . �·airing * 
to show f.OU the way 

* 
* After aJI this is 14•hatAmolog�· is all about: YOU. * 
* your needs in all sections of your life and HOW to re\·eal to YOU the SUCCESS- * lUCK·HAPPIN£SS potn�tial in \.'OUr Chart and HOW ro m<Hte them -�---* you have a right to aU THREE. Astrology marries Sdence and luck and needs * 

someone to unlock \.·our Natal Chart and tell vou HO'.U it can be done The 

* results can be sen�tional. * 
* From my Post Bag. a few extracts: * 
* Mrs. G. T. of Walsall: �I have gained a position that I have wanted for a * 

long time and now feel that I hold the Golden Key to fflJ.' future in m}; * hands. Thank JIOU so vel}f much for every-thing.� * 
From )tl:fr. H. M. of Guernsey: �I received from }'OU my Horoscope and a * Luck Chann and it �·orked and I received a week later £110.000. tJ lot of 

* 
* money.H * 
* From Mrs. E. H. of Bristol: �, �·ould like to thank you for a �'ell' good �ear. * 

family. job, love-life. money. I just could not believe my luck and vour * vel}f true Predictions. Thank you always.� * 
* From M.P.G. of Re� i ng : "Well what can I SaJ.·! -o..·erwhelmed" and -.r.rost * 

lmpressedH. Other horoscopes are apolo!!ies compared ,.,;th yours ... * compiled by a real thinkerr * 
* IT IS SO EASY TO TRY ME! * 
* If �·ou are over 16 and u.ant to know about !he Triolog�· of �our Dt>stiny .. . �our * 

VITAL RISING.SIGN. MID-HEAVEN. MOON-POSITION and \.our complete * Dail�·-Ruler·Aspected Predictions and Directions for a Year. plus �·our Luck�· * 
Numbers. plus TAlll the amulet called the MONEY-�AGNET. just send me * 
your FUll NAMES and ADDRESS and FUll BIRTHDATE. I 14ill then S<?nd * 

* you �·our OWN PLA1'1JET PARADE. tht> stor). of you as told bo,· YOUR ST.-\RS * 
and some dated Predictions. YOU HAVE ABSOLUTELY NOTHING TO LOSE * and �·ou may bless the day �·ou DID u.Tite. If �·ou ha\'e some stamps hand) l"d * 

* be grateful. but stamps or not. 14Tite NOW. TODAY! * MARIE-SIMONE * ASTRO DESK SD - P.O. BOX 57. 2 Lu·l<l Road. SUTIO!II. Surr�·- SMI 4QY * 
*************************** 
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BALANCE SHEET 

(All figures in Irish punts and rounded off 

to the nearest whole punt.) 

INCOME 
Subscriptions 
Donations 
Renewals for 1988 
TOTAL 

EXPENSE S  
Paper & supplies 
Postage 
Printing 
Bank charges 
Irish public meeting 
TOTAL 

Current balance on 26/I/88 

IR£1113.00 
42.00 
42.00 

1197.00 

358.00 
288.00 
281.00 

6.00 
40.00 

973.00 

224.00 

We are grateful to the British Committee 

(the CSICP), who paid for printing and 
posting the first issue, which went out to all 
of the nearly 500 UK and Irish subscribers 
and ex-subscribers to the Skeptical Inquirer. 
A major expense in 1987 was sending CSICOP 
40 copies of each issue to distribute to the 
other national and regional skeptic s' groups; 
as of this issue (11.1), we are changing our 
policy. From now on, we will be sending a 
maximum of 8 pages per issue, consisting of a 
selection of the most newsworthy and timely 
items from our pages. This will reduce our 
costs; however it should be noted that that 
won't mean the B&IS will turn a profit. What 
it will mean is that those working on it who 
are out of pocket on postage, phone bills. 
etc., may be reimbursed. It is for these 
reasons that it. was decided at the B&IS 
Board meeting on November 7, 1987, that the 
subscription rates for 1988 would remain the 
same as they were for 1987. 

A word about printing: we are keeping our 
costs semi-reasonable by using one home­

owned photocopier to print the B&IS. With 
every psychic force in the UK and Ireland 
focused on this one copier, it is only natural 
that it breaks down routinely during the 
production of each issue, sometimes more than 
once. It is for this reason. and time 
pressures, that copies are not always perfect. 
We would be grateful for alternative 
suggestions. such as the names and addresses 
of inexpensive but reliable commercial 
printers. 

Thanks to everyone who renewed early. 

) �· j ,A·-: ::.� fr... l \ s ·- :.. (• :_ .,; I c { i 
WHAT IT COSTS: 
THE HAU.OWE'EN SPIRIT 
e £500 buys you yo'.lr own crys�al ball. 
lmt.-·uctions supplied bt:t no ea�._�!y g\!aramees. · 

.Myst�rics, 9 /vionmouL� St, London \Xt'C2. 

• £100 will bring p�lrr.ist Philcna to your 

Hallowe'en party to ree-d the fate and forrunes 

of yot.:.r friends (01-602 4724). 

e £8 is the fee for fmC.:..'1g out who and what 

you were in your previous life on earth. Paul 

M:.Jrray knows it all (03552-4i213). 

e £7.50 buys a h2lf-ho'.!r's worth of messages 

fror.1 those in the World Beyond. Spiritualist 

Association of Great Bri�L'l, 33 Belgrave Sq, 
London SW1 (01-235 3351). 

• £2.95 buys you a rea! :'"eocr-leaf clov�. Occult 
Shop, 194 Lockhurst Lane, Coventry. 

• �5p bu ys the loaf of bread African mystic 

.�1adam Buya needs to �d you of a curse. No 
charge, but donations wc!come (01-231 7364). 

ll 

A MIRACLE FOR 'IOU- RIGHT ON THIS PAGE! 

This £100.00 
Diamond & Ruby. 
�liracle Crucit1x­

yours FREE! 
(\\'E on!�· osk tor o token ol £. 1 7 to cove: costs or tlyir.Q ir. the Crucifix 

tror .ouroe� ond mokinQ contoct wrt�'> vou f!"lrouQh thrs S�c·o• Nol•ce)" 

'We trust you. 
Keep the 
Crucrfix - and 
wnen you hit the 
MONEY 
JACKPOT 
O:'ld enJOY cosr. 
galore .. ' we 
hope you will 
seno a '"thank 
vou·· giN of o te .. 
pcunds or any 
smoll amount 
you con offoro. 

pleue ,.,.,.,.,tJon DESTINY wtlen ,..pty;ng to •nr �Hment DECEMBER 11187 



1 2  

GELLER's BOAT 

Uri Geller was at it a gain last summ er . 

Th e first I h eard of it was in an ITV 

c ommercial which was bro�dcast on Sunday , 

August 2 3 .  Th e  advertisem ent urged us to buy 

th e Sun news( ?)paper for t h e  following week . 

T h e  main bait u s ed was that th ey would be 

launching "the psyc mc s ensat ion of the 

c entury . "  [See B& I S  ! . 6  for a revi ew of the 

Sun articles . ] 
--

The fol lowin g day I brok e  th e habit of a 
lifetim e and bought a copy of the tabloid .  I 
c ou ld not resist finding out what Uri was u p  

to this time . 
I was quite di sa ppointed to d i s c over that 

Geller would be simply re-running some of his 

old routines : 
"This w eek Uri G ell er will tak e to the 

s k i es in a hot air ba:ioon to raciate a beam 
of c on c entreated psychk energy a cross the 

lan d . '' ( Even I c ould forec ast a lot of hot 

air--but would th ere be any psychic  energy ? )  

" S poons a n d  forks will bend, broken c locks 

wiH ti ck again ana o bjects will  leap off 

s he lves . " (Quite likely, but the question is 

who will  do th e bending,  mending,  and 

throwing?) 
"Gel l er will a lso try to will millions of 

people to recreate a simple sketch to prove 

the power of his mina . "  

Now, this last sentence triggered m e  into 

a ctio n .  I d e c i d ed to ;nake my own predi ction 

of what Geller would choose to draw. I made 

five simpl e sketches and pinn ed my faith on 

G eller 's  choosing one of thes e .  I then s ent 

th em to th e Editor of th e Daily Mail with a 

c overing letter s aying what I was up t o .  As I 

sHd th e envel ope int o the postbox near my 

hous e ,  I suddenly reaiised that I had put all 

my eggs into on e ba sk et . Still , it was don e .  

T h e  B:i � is�  & I risn S � e p �i c  

Frank Koval 

As the w e ek went by , I k ept wondering if 
my sketches had been eno� g� . Should I have 
submitted t en or :.wenty? An·yway , my 

drawin gs were : 

1 .  a flow er. 

2 .  a s ailboe t  with sun , 

3 .  a fish , 

4 .  a house ,  and 

5 .  a tre e .  

W:'1en T'J esday cam e ,  �� e �un ' s  ma jor 
articie  on G eli er toi.ci how h e  had inviteci 
journali st Neil Wallis to cirnw a simpl e sket ch 

and h id e it from Ge�1 e :- .  U:-: OU!Y rcprociucec 

Wallis ' s  drawing and it turneci out to be--wait 

for it--a tree !  This was my crawing number 5 

and s o  this su bje ct was unl i k ely to be chosen 

for uri ' s  pen in the main experiment in the 

h ot a ir ba lloon later that we ek . So, I n ow 
had only one chance ir. four of being 

a n ywh ere n ea r right . 
Wednesday ' s  Sun (this research was 

beginning to cost a fortun e ) told me that the 

experiment would begin at 3 pm th e following 

a ay. I decid ed that it woulci be unwise to 
hold my breath whil e wa iting . 

T�ursday morning 's  paper kindly provid ed 
us with a blank box in whi c h  to draw the 
pi cture that Uri wou l d  transmit to us. He was 

going to busy that afternoo n .  Think of his 
heavy s c hedui e . At 3 pm , and for five whole 
minutes , he would be using his psych ic powers 
:o bend our k eys or s poon s .  

T h e r. ,  p:-omptly a t  3.05 pm he wouw 

su ddenly switch his  a tt ention to transm itting 

the drawing . This woulc  end after five 

minutes . At 3 . 1 0 .  with Uri sti l l  hopin g to be 

fresh , we had to put ou; spoons,  k eys,  

brok en radios . watches .  d o c k s  and shavers " 

on a picture of Uri G eller prin t ed on page 17 
of th at day ' s  Sun . At 3. 1 5 . G eller 's  ordeal 

would be over. 

Frank Koval i s  a S enior Teac h er .  Lecturer, Author, and a m ember of th e Magic Circ l e , London . 
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We were also invitee to ca� l  the  Sun �o 
�ena the ears about ai l  th e won a erf�1 l things 
that had happened .  I have no doubt that all 
� :l eJ r  tel ephone lin es were jam m ed th a t  
afternoon . As P . T .  Ba:-num acutely observec : 
-Th ere·  s on e born every :ninut e . " 

One thing that naa not been predicted by 

G eiler was that  t he h ot air �al l oon c ould  :1ot 

be used t hat day. As a matter of fa ct ,  a 
forec ast of ga l e-forc e winds over Ilk1ey 
Moor would be a cincb  :or a Northerner l ike 
myself. So,  a hel ic opter was u s ed for t h e  
... psychic sensation o f  the Century . •· 

I had to keep buying th e Sun until 
Thursday. September 3. when they finally h a d  
finished sorting th e drawi ngs that  had been 
sent in by more than 2 , 500 peopl e .  

Uri ' s  doodle  was revealed .  Ask e d  how h e  
c ame t o  d o  that part icular drawing,  h e  s ai ci :  
" During the experim ent w e  flew over a lake 
and I saw boats and sailboats . Three things 
flashed through my mind--a fish , a Red 

l n d ia:1 ' s  hea d .  ana fi;;a i �y th at  boat.  So I 

drew tne boat .  I t  was e:: s :-ar.ciom as : �;at . ·· 
�ote t!J.at.  in saying : ::J } S ,  G eller haci  

covered my drawing n�moe:-- 3 - -the fis h �  Anc 
the  sai1 boat t!J.at h e  fina�1y settl ed on was my 
drawing number 2 .  A C. �rec:  r:it l I t  was ever: 
complete with a drawing of th e sun . In h i s  

c a s e ,  t h e  s un w a s  drawn on t h e  l eft- - in  mine . 
it wa s on th e right. 

How on earth did that Red InC.ian get into 
the pi cture as a possible subject for his  
drawing? Oh yes ,  all those s piritualists out  
t h e r e  wouid be attra ctea to this experim ent,  
and they were bound to draw their  own 
personal spirit. guid es !  

TV investigator Roger Cook was  entrusted 
with opening Uri ' s drawing so that  it c ould be 
c ompared with the pictures s ent in by 
readers.  S ome 230 peopl e sent in passabl e 
drawings of s ailboats . Mr Cook commer..Ied :  " I  
m et Uri Geli er y ears and years a g o ,  but I 
still fin d  the whoie thing baffling .  It c e rtainly 
tak es  an awfu l lot of exp1aining . "  

Not s o ,  really . I h a d  simply arawr: 
stereotypes that most pe opl e r esort to when 
asked to do a drawin g  under these c ondition s .  
Vri ha d just don e  th e sam e .  

The Daily Mail? They n ever repli ed to any 
of ·. my l etters to them.  So m u ch for th e 
British press when ii comes :o this sort o� 
o c cult twa d d l e !  

-The  worst part o f  the  · foriflj ght (apn:-t. 
from purchasing all tnose Sllns) was ·:·the 
ribbing I received from f:--i e:�.cis ex pres sing 
surprise at m y  choi c e  of newspaper .  I �was 
particula rly c a stigated by one d own -ana -out in  
a pub for  rcaciir�g such a rag .  He was 
brandishin g a c opy of :.:-1e su p erior DailY 
Express in a particularly menacing mann er . 
M e ?  I realiy r ea ci t� e paily Telegra?h . 



MAGICIANS, MEDIUMS 
& PSYCHICS 

I have been rea ding a n ew b o ok from 

Prom eth eu s Press entitl ed A Ske;J7 i c  ' s  

Hand book o f  Pa ra osycho J._g_gy , editeci by Pau� 

Kurtz.  It i s  an ex c e l l ent introdu cti on to t�e 

pa ranormal s c e n e .  with arti c i es pro a n ci cor ..  

One art i c l e  that deserves more t � a n  pass­

ing commen7. is by J ohn Beloff , form er presi ­

d ent of th e Para psych o iogy Associ a t i on . To 
bo is ter anc illustrate his art i c l e ,  Beloff resur ­

re cts t h e  h oary sp ecter of Eu sapi a Pai l a dino,  

the medi urr. ( 1 854- 1 9 1 8) ,  anci uses h e r  as an 

exa m p i e  of a "real psych i c "  don e wrong by 

th e s c i enti: i c est a b�ishment . This  a rti c le is ar: 

exc eilent exampl e of t h e  parapsy c h ologi sts ' 

ina bil i ty t o  ad dress the h istoric a : recorc , 

i . h eir h i ghly sel e c 'l i v e  report ing of fa cts . a n d 

e compl e t e  ignoring of events before anc 

after t h e  exampie given . 

Mu c.h of John Be loff ' s inform a t i o n  a bout 

Pal1adino c om es from H er eward C a rri ngt.on . 

S in c e  h e  is pivot a l in all  of th is . l et us exam­

i n e  bot h th e m e ci i llm an d h er m e s s e n ger and 
s e e  wha t B e loff has l eft out that be ars h eav­

ily on our abi i i ty to an a 1ys e  this case 

objec tively .  
Eusapia PaHadbo first c am e to the atten­

tion of the spiritualist community by a l etter 

to th e Spi ri t ualist  from a S i gn or Damianj , an 
I talian then living in  Englan d .  Eusa pia ,  tnen 
known a s  S a pia Padalin o ,  was a 1 6 -year - old 
girl who could do the usual run of m edi um­

i sti c stu n t s :  ra ps . table levit at ion s ,  etc .  S h e  

h a d  come f r o m  a very poor family l iving o n  

th e outskirts o f  �apl es . M arri ed v ery young 
to a t rave l l in g m a g i c i a n .  s h e  was now living 
on h er own in th e city . S h e  was d es c ribeci as 

eating with her fingers , no t being ciean in 
her person or dres s .  an d associ ating with 

c h ara ct ers o f  ' low s ta nda rds ' . It was a �so 

:-� oted that o bjects d isa ppeared from th e roorr. s 

wh ere s h e  h a d  sat . and did no t r e a p p e a r .  

by David Alexander 
Eusapia wa s ,  a bove a 1 1 .  a lusty, qui c k ­

wit teci p e a s a n t  w h o  k n e w  sr1 e  w a s  o n t o  e. 

good thbg.  As J h ave indj c ated in previ o� s 

wri tin g s ,  s ex and t h e  s ea n c e room are no 

stra n gers to on e anot h e r .  I t  �as been rep ort­

ed several times tf1 a t  · Eusepia would go to 
bed with sit ters sh e happ en ed to fan cy . S i n c e  

this tim e perioc i s  Known for i t s  puritani ce:  

attH.u a e  tow ards s e x . yo'J c a n  ima gi n e  the 

h eady atmos phere s�; e must have created in 
and out of th e s e an c e  room . It h a s  also been 

report ed that E'Jsapi r... ajways got along better  

w i th m en t h a n  with w om en . S m a l l  won d er .  

i\ d c  to t h e  h igniy charged sexual atmos­

ph ere prev a i e :-: t  in the s ean c e room the fa ct 
tha t ,  lik e s o  m any ot her m ediums before anci 

sin c e .  Eusapia c ontroll ed the c ircumstan c es of 

her seanc e s :  t h e  l ight ing ,  p la c ement of chairs . 

etc .  Sh e b e c a m e  so restless before th e pro­

duc tion of ph en om en a that i t  was g e n e ra l iy 

impos si ble to know if h er h a n d s  and feet 

were properly con� rolled . That s h e  was 

exposed many times.  th oroughly a n d  with o�t 
q ue s tion , is a matter of solid h istori c a l  fac t .  

Hereward Carringt on i s  anoth er odd bird i n  

t h e  h istory of parapsychology. Be loff uses 

mu ch of Carrbgton · s m ateri a l  in coming to 

his c on c ius ion s .  I t  is im portant to exam i n e  

C arrington ' s  b a c k grou nd b efore we a r e  wil l in g 

to believe too mu ch :rom h im .  H e  was o n c e  

d es c ri bed a s  an indivi d u a l  who m a n a g e d  t o  
m a k e  h : s  living b y  p i aying both s i d e s  of the 
stre et . E a r l y  on , his  attit u d e  was t h a t  whi l e  
t h e r e  is a large perc enta ge o f  fraud in  t h e  

psychic  world . t h ere were som e g enu i n e  para­
normal phenomena hap pening . Carrington d eve-

1 ope ci a followin g that felt d u ty- bound to buy 

his books a n d  a ttend h is l ect�res . 

Pal ladino h a d  been thorou g h ly exposed a n d  

discredited b y  t he British master mag1 c 1an 

J.N .  M a skelyn e ,  m a gi ci a :-1  a n d  psy c h i c  trick ery 

David Alexand er has been a profes s i o n al magician and a private in Y esti ga to:- . Currently a 
pu bl i sh er a n d  editor,  h e  r e c en tly e d i t e d  J a rn es R a nd i ' s  n ew book Th e Faith - H ea l ers . H e  is a 

S pecial  Consd tant to t h e  Committee for S c i entific Examination of R e l igion (CS E R ) ,  and has 

participated in several m a.jor inv est i g a t i o n s  of faith-heal ers.  
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expert Joseph Rinn , and Dr. Richard Hoagsor.. ,  
but was able to reestablish h erself with th e 
British Society for Psychical Research by 
pleading the necessity of c heating so as not 
to disappoint expectant sitters . 

The Fielding Report, whi c h  Mr Beloff sug­
gests as m andatory reading for any would-be 
member of the Committee for Scientific I nves­
tigation of Claims of the Paranormal 
(CSICOP), was written after a s eries of 
seances with Palladino in Naples ( 1 908) ,  two 
y ears before she w ent to America with 
C arrington. It is important to note that 
Carrington was one of th e three p eopl e taking 
part in this investigation. While Mr Beloff 
n otes in his arti cle  that the r esults were pub­
lished in the Proceedings of th e Society for 
Psychical  Research , Carrington also sold an 
article to McClure ' s  magazi n e .  

A n  ulterior m otive for C arrington ' s  praise 
and supporl:. of Palladino was forthcoming in 
1 909, when it was l earn ed that he had signed 
a deal for her to tour the United States , 
with him as her manager. There was also a 
c ontract with McClure 's  magazine that meant 
extra dollars for Carrington. We are talking 
substantial sums of money . Palladino was 
being paid $80 a seance by Carrington , who 
was in turn charging $50 per seance per 
sitter with a supposed maximum of s even sit­
ters per seance .  Remember ,  this was all in 
1 9 1 0  dollars , when $ 2 5  a week would get you 
a room and three m eals a d ay in the best 
hotel . Carrington also admitted , in a letter to 
J.  Rinn, that m embers of the American 
Society for Psychi c al Research c ontributed 
exc ess sums to help d efray the out-of-pocket 
expenses he would incur w h en the seances 
were held for scientific purposes . 

The newspapers c overed it all , and the 
d emand for Eusapia was very high . S o  great a 
d emand, that Carrington precluded any 
thought of inviting s cientific investigators to 
attend her seanc es for quite some tim e .  

Finally,  Eusapia w a s  e xposed again . 
Carrington 's  attitude is best summed up by a 
small headline over his l etter to the New 
York Tim es, May 13, 1 9 1 0 :  

H E R E W A R D  C A R R I N G T O N ,  T H E  
M E DIUM ' S  MANAG ER,  WOULD BOLST ER UP 
PALLADINO ' S  CAS E ,  ADMITS SHE CHEAT­
E D  BUT CONTENDS THAT T H E  COMMI TTEE 
O F  PROFESSORS OUGHT NOT TO HAVE 
ALLOWED H ER TO CHEAT. 

Both Carrington and Beloff freely admit 
that Palladino would cheat if she had the 
o p portunity. The logic here s e emed to be:  "If 
she was caught, that is wh en she cheated . If 
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she wasn 't  caught cheating,  then the pheno­
mena were genuin e . "  One of the things that 
Beloff n eglected to m ention in his . arti c le  was 
the opportunity Palladino had to prove herself 
genuine and earn $2000 at the same tim e .  
Jo�eph Rinn offered $ 1000 t o  see Palladino 
prod u c e  psychic phenomena under test condi­
tions that would preclude her c heating . S h e  
refu s e d  h i s  c onditions ,  saying they h a d  been 
tried o n  her and she had nearly died.  

After some negotiations modifyin g  the c on­
ditions , Palladino a greed to be tied,  but the 
m ethod and direction of the tying was of her 
design and to be at her direction.  She prom­
ised nothing under those circumstances,  but 
offered to try. The test was to take place in 
the New York Times building on · May 2 2 ,  

1 9 1 0 ,  but Palladino refused t o  perform under 
the a greed-upon test conditions , and made 
new demands . She refus ed to have Professor 
Jastrow on the examining committee;  d em an­
ded that spirit raps count as phenomena 
(these are unbelievably easy to c reate by 
moving one's hands on a tabletop in a p arti­
cular mann er) ;  and d emanded that instead of 
her feet and hands being securely tied, she 
should  have at l e ast one foot of slack in the 
binding c ords . S he also insisted that the 
$ 1 000 be forfeit if she produced even one of 
the supposed psychic phenomena .  She also 
d emanded that three strangers to the exami-n-
ing c ommittee be included at the tabl e .  . 

I t  was o bvious that Palladino did not want 
a scientific examination of any sort . Rinn 
then upped th e reward to $2000 if she would 
cause a small block of wood or a pencil to 
l evitate for a few m oments . (Remember, she 
was famous for  "levitating" her  sitting table 
countl ess times . )  Naturally, sh e refused . The 
papers were full of this story , and even 
though the publicity was n egative,  the demand 
for h er seances remained heavY.  Until ,  that 
is , Rinn pu blicized the method by whi ch 
people could effectively control her hands and 
feet.  The pap ers printed this information and 
the phenomena dried up .  Carrington a n d  
Palla dino h a d  to fold their tent a n d  close u p  
shop .  That was the end o f  Palladino. S h e  
:eturned t o  Italy and died i n  1 9 1 8 .  

I n  1 9 2 1  Harry Houdini obtained a signe d  
and witnessed statement regarding H erewa»rd 
Carrington from Francis Martinka, the famous 
rieal er in  m a gical apparatus.  During the tim e 
that Carrington was managing Palladino and 
�aving his argument. with Joe Rin n ,  he was 
buying luminous p aint from Martinka 's magi c 
supply h ouse .  Rinn always wondered what sort 
of explanation C arrington would give for such 
a purchase,  as  lumin ous paint was only sold 
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by ?\1artinka t o  crookec m edium s .  
Much has been said by Be} o:ff a :� a  oth ers 

of various mediums · ability to produce pheno­
mena un ci er what th ey consider test condi­
tions . I would refer the i nteresteci reader to 
the Tarbell  Course in Magi c ,  Vol 2 .  for "Dr. 
Edward Saint 's  S p irit Seanc e . "  S aint,  who act ­
ed as Mrs Hou dini ' s  manager,  was  quite a 
c haracter, sporting a monocle ,  wc.xeci beard . 
and can e .  He d evised a m ethod that needed 
no outside help and would allow a m edium · · to � 
p roduce psychi c lights and s pirit raps at var­
ious points in a room while the m edium 's 
a rm s ,  hancis ,  and legs were under complete 
control 

-
by four members of the audien c e .  As 

with most trick ery of this type ,  the method is· 
extremely simpl e ,  and I estimate it would ·  c os� 
under five dollars to put togeth er.  As it is  
aprt of a seri es of books that are near anc 
d ear to th e h eart of any worthwhile magician . 
i t  would not serve well to expose it here . 
Suffice it to say, it will work and is quite 
effec tive . 

I n  his articl e ,  Beloff calls attention to 
Palladino 's  ability to issue a cold breeze from 
a s car on her foreh ead . While this stunt 
fooled sc ientists for 25 years . Joe Rinn and 
Jam es K ellogg discovered that she produ c ed it 
by blowing upward and deflec ting the air with 
h er fingers , held over her fa ce .  A simple 
tri c k ,  but obviously very effective . 

Carringt on was aware that Rinn , in 1 903, 
had publicized the fact that no medium could 
d efeat the condition of being bound wit h  a 
spool of thread. The ability to slip out of 
ropes and chains was well kn own to magicians 
and mediums, but the same principl es used to 
escape from thos e  bonds couald not be used 
with simple thread .  That Carrington knew this 
is  withou t question , as he  cal led attention to 
it  in his book , The Physical Pnenomana of 
Spi ritualism . · Carrington also stated in this  
boo k ,  "We must assure ourselves that the con­
ditions of the  experim ent r en d er fraud a phys­
ical impossibility ,  before we assume that the 
phenom ena obs erved are th e result  of super­
normal fore e . " 

Obvi ously he did not follow his own aav1 c e  
with Eusapia Palladino .  Indeec . a s  was report­
ed in th e Brooklvn Stan dard Union of ,January 
6, 1 9 1 3 .  C a rrington admitted that  ne was sor­
ry he had used th e bre eze from the scar a s  
p a r t  o f  t h e  proof of the existence o f  paranor­
mal  phenom ena .  confessed that  sh e was a 
fraud .  and further  admit t ed t ha t 98 % of so­
c a l l e d m e d i u m i s t i c  m a n i :f e s t a t i o :J s  a r e 
fraudulent .  

As the years pa ssed .  Carringt on contin ued 
to make a l iving from the pubii c ' s  ongoing 
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beiief in th e paranormaL In August of 1 92 5 ,  
he s ponsoreri a conventio:-: at  the Hotel AStor 
in New York City , where he  pres ented a nurrt ­
ber of known psyc m c  fakes ,  including 
Khaldah,  ana E gyptian who had, in 1 906, 
fre ely admitted in print that h e  was a fake .  

I think th e case is  quite clear that 
Carrington c annot be taken s eriously as an 
o bjective observer of th e paranormal. His 
writing is s elf-serving and h ighly biased .  As 

· . for Palladino, the r ecord clearly shows she 
was a fraud and a fak e .  If she was genuine 
on o ccasion , as some claim, she n ever p ermit­
ted h erself to be tested under c ircumstances 
that would preclude trick ery and prove those 
claim s .  Her entire l ife gives a lie to her 
having any sort of gift or paranormal a bility. 

Beloff 's  conclusion states that we skeptics 
can always reiy on one su prem e aliy: the 
poverty - · of the human imagination.  H e  is 
wrong th ere , too. It is exactly tha t  imagina­
tion , so malleable i n  the c onditions of the 
sean c e  room , that allows frauds like Palladino 
to succ eed with the s implest of m ethods .  The 
sitters may have an experi en c e ,  but not for 
the reasons they are led  to believe . 

Further Reading 
Col l ier ' s  Weekly, May 4, ' 1 9 1 0  and th e 

American Review of Reviews , July,  1 9 1 0 ,  for 
artic 1 es by Professor Jastrow . 

S ixty Years of Psychical Research by 
Joseph Rinn .  

The Spiritualists,  hy Ruth Brandon.  

This article  original ly appeared in the LAS ER,  
the newsletter of the Southern California 
Skeptic s ,  and is copyrightc 1986,  1987 ,  by 
David Alexander .  All rights reserved.  Used by 
permissior. .  

��''Millionaires sand'' �� �:CUARANTEED TO DO A SPECIAL FAVOR :� 
.�; FOR YOU TO BRINC YOU MONEY �� f: A LIFETIME OF MONEY �� :: You will be so haPPY. screaming wttt1 pure joy that we at AJM :: ::HOWARD KNOW YOU WILL WRITI NfD TELL US WHEN YOUR :: :: IIILLJON.Am!S SAND aessES YOU WITH AS MUCH MONIY AS YOU :: :;wANT. As soon as we hear from you we will Join your success :: �� :; story with all  our other wealthY. happy people's miracles In our :: \ � 
:: book of success. :· 
:: During one of my many travels. 1 met a most Holy Man who :: � :: told me of a very special Shrine wtlere there Is POWDFUL :: � ::SAND ••• PUn WHITI SAND that the local natives cwho knew what :: � It 'S power could 001 called It IIILL.JCMIIAJRES SAND . . . that when ;: lf) · :: people brought this sand Into their homes lt became blessed :: _ { 
:: with the power to bring much weattn to the one whose hOme :: " � :: thiS sand was In.  They said thev felt tt right away, their monev ::j � "i) 
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KNOCK: some new evidence 

In an article published in The Freethinker 
(October 1 9 79, and the B&IS ! . 1 ) , I argu ed 
that the 1879 apparition at Knock,  Co. Mayo , 
was m ost probably brought about by a magic 
lantern. This conclusion was reached largely 
by an analysis of the d epositi ons of the wit­
nesses , and particularly of the variants in the 
two printed versions of these d epositions in 
the Weekly News of 2 1  and 28 February 1 880 
and The Apparition and Miracles at Knock by 
John Mac philpin (Dublin, 1 880 ) .  Since that art­
icle ,  new evidence has com e from two sourc es 
whi ch corroborates the lantern hypothesis . 
First , those familiar with optical equipm ent 
have tried to show that a magic lantern of 
the time could,  given th e physical conditions, 
have produced an effect s imilar to t hat des­
cribeci by the witnesses ( in  parti cular, see the 
television documentary on the paranormal , "Is 
There Anybody There?, " Channel 4, 31 
Octooer 1987 ) .  

But why, it has often been asked ,  would 
someone have perpetrateci such a bizarre 
hoax? Wh ere is the m otive? Who is  th e cul ­
prit? Clearly ,  one needs to find someone who 
would have 1) benefited from the hoax, 2) had 
ac cess to the c hurch or schoolhouse ,  3)  had 
an insider ' s  intim a cy with the village of 
Knock.  and 4) had the a bility to have ac­
quired the magi c lant ern and engineer the 
hoax. 

The person wh o best m eets conditions 2-4 

was the parish priest of Knock , Archdeacon 
Bartholom ew Cavanagh . And it is  c lear from 
the  new evidence ,  which I shall  be presenting 
here ,  that h e  also meets c on dition 1. For h e  
needed just such a n  event t o  bolster his auth­
ority in the parish , authority whi ch had been 
dramatically undermined o nly two months be­
fore the apparition. This comes out in a con­
fidential intelligence report to the I rish Chief 
S ecret ary of a meeting at Knock on 1 June 
1879 . The document is among the S tate 
Pape rs in Dublin Cast l e ;  it is headed "confi -

David Berman 

d ential" and dated "3rd June 1879 . "  As it  has 
never ( as far as I am aware) been quoted or 
even m entioned, I reproduce it here nearly in 
full : 

Ai! t h e  me-n.  c. ::,ou: 300 wr.o r..c:�c�.ec :::; K:w< il .  o�: the.� cir.:; 

nsse::;:>lt>c at a ? l a c �  c- ailec Bar;ng ·Ca:-:-o; and p:-oc e eci ec the;, ce 
in f ou!":- . 

Tr.ey we:-e p!"ofuseiy decoral ec w1t h  g;-een sz s:-: es.  roset tes .  

ri bhons anc laurel  ora nr:nes a n <! l eaves . T �ey we�f' ('O::':'IlT.anciec 
by J.W. �ally.  s1,;spect . Baii a ,  Joh�1 O'Kar:e.  st:S ?ect . of �!'lis 

towr:. anc P.J. Gordor. ,  Bootmaker,  who lives hc:-e also. Anot her 
man who was introcbceci as a W. Jo::es of l}..; blb had a 

c omm anci , but he was <J ctually e person na:ncc s ::ericia:�,  who is 

a n ative of Bohold in this distri ct . Ail th ese men add:-esseci the 
people assem bl e<! on the occasion who r.umbc:-ec abou� J 500 . 

She:-idan was th e first whr· d eliv ered a speech . He said:  Father 

Cavanagh I P . P . )  had endeavoured to s�amp therr. as blackguard s ,  
� e  h a d  done ever·yt hing to brand them (cr:es d ovm with him --cut 

off his suppli es ) .  He shouid not trample or. the people who 

hoped to benefit th eir Country. He had re[ erred �o one m a;, by 
name (Shame . and nine cheers for O'Kanel and saic that he was 

a ctually drawing money and purchasing arms--The on!y motive is 

the common benefit of our Country , that. oy bancimg themselves 

together against the tyrant Landlords .  There w ere poli ce 
present : Jet them hear a sample of their ideas.  Le: them openly 
de c i are their d et ermination to stand and die together. Tt};ey 

were th�eatened with setters (the Conste3ul ary . ir. al lusion
" 

to 
th e format ion of a bar:-ack at Knock)  bt:t they should be no 
longer lukewarm or cowardly. but procl aim in daylight what was 

required.  
O'Kane next spoke:  Father Cavanagh had made a wanton 

att ack upon him who wisbec to see his [.ountry fre e . J-:: was 

said they were feni a n s· -if that means h: ers of Brltish Ruie 
they were all  fenians.  Die Fa�hcr C z ..-ana � i-. wish to be 

reconc i i ed to British Rl: i e ?  Who mad e th e :r  Cm:::t :-)' a des ert ? 

Wo:.;.la they be reconc i i ed ? /three cheers :or the Z:.;lusl  Thcy 
sh m.ol d wait for their opportunity.  En g :anc "'"as as ::os�ii e as of 
olci . the fair fields of Ireianci arc co::.ver�cc :r.:o bdioci< 
pas•;;res.  H e  had promises from Ameri c a -·:i' th ey work toget hc:­

they wot:iC work out the frccciom of � i-.eir Co-..: :::.ry. Wher. 
Engianci wm:id be en gaged by R:1ssia it  wou a i c  -::h en be �!-le 

time. H e  did not want to conc ea l th2t .,_· h en �ne opportl:nity 
offeree it woulci be em bra c ed.  

r;o police station was rec; uireci at Knoc k :  i� would be ar. 
out rage to bri;)g those ruffians-·the poiic e--amongs• the pE:opic,  

{t wou l d not deter them to do their  ciuty.  They shoulc resis� 
the invad e;-s and dr:vc . them into the A•:a:Jt ic .  H:s !in e w1s 
ch a lked anci h e ' d  not d epart from i t .  Gordo�. ci irec�c �he pcopie 

to pay no rent without getting an a baterner. : .  
If the landlorci� res ist e c  they'd rr. a k e  t h e  t enan� n o t  pay . 
A R esoiut ion was then put forw ar·d by S h e:-i da:: in wh i ch i t  

was proposed t h a t  No:an Fa rrel l s Tenar.ts l i n  t � i s  distri c t \ 
shou i d  hoici out ag ainst their tyrant ianci!o:-C. t h e sco-cndrel who 
wou ld c rowd the workhou!'es of their s ax(•:'. e n F- m i "'!' a nd their  
Gaol�·· i iH! l i.hey shouici s i.ano together. 

Having had to wait to re ce iv e the ::otes tuen at t h e  

me eting b y  th e Kiltelr..!&n Constabu!a:-y ,  I w a s  unab:e t o  report 
unti l  today 

J .C . Ca:-t e:-
I Dublin Castl e .  State Papers Offic e ,  C . S . C .R . P. -· 1 879·963 2 . )  

David Berman is a l ecturer in philosophy at Trinity College,  Dublin . His forthcoming history of 
atheism in Britain is due to be pubiished shortly .  
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Plainly . Arc h d e a c o n  Cavanagh h a ci  e n G ar• ­

g er ed his presti ge in th e area by c h am pi oning 
the landlords a n d  atta c k i n g  t he loca l  F e!1iar.  
or L a n d  Lea g u e  1 ea ci er s .  H e  wou lci sure ly h ave 

been al arm ed by th e " c r i e s  ciown with him - - c ut  

off his su ppli es .  · •  And I sh ou l d point out that 

this report was tak en very s eri ous:y i n  Dublin 

Castl e ; for a n  offi d a l .  pro bably the Attorn ey 

G eneral,  has annotated it w ith words : "Very 

ba d ,  I assu m e  t h e  words can be prov e d .  E . G . ,  

20 /6/79 .  •• C o .  Mayo was , i t  would s eem,  in 

t h e  grips -of a "conspiracy a g ainst a ll lan d ed 

property which wid ely · e:xi sts there . "  The s e 

are the words of Lord M ayo , the Lieutenant 

for the County , in a l etter (also unoti c e d )  to 

th e Chi ef S e cretary,  dateci 26 S ept emb er 

J 8 7 9 .  S peakin g  of the '' aiarm ing state'' of 

Mayo, he continues :  

. . I havf' r. o h e < !  e ·. : o:1  i n  say;�;� � : . c: �  P. 5'  soor, a s  a � �:� < s  a:-t­
j n� � �-..; c : f' c  o:- a i i rnn·c  by t :: e : :- e::-. p : o:.· ers -;. o  i ns i st �?On t �; e  

�����;��: :L �:n��-�::·;:��-:� ��ist���e�: c a ��-h��� o�;;y i;ro:;;�;:_rr.���-
life wii i  be s�·r io"Jsiy e;,ca�j g erec . 

Threatening n o t i res are pos:.eci everywh e:-e . anci on a: i  
est a t. es however mocie:-ateiy ren�ed enC: wh ere a!l  r igb:w!' o: 
property are most leniently ex e:-ci sec . the tenar:t ry are, through 
fear of assassination,  preventec paying their rents wh en reaciy 
and will ing to do so . . .  

. .  .it i s  t o  c om m unism alone the present sta:f> o f  things in 
that country is t o  be a ttribu t e d ,  and this c ommunism i s  the 
consequence of the \i olent agi t ation :-aiseci anci maintaineci for 
their o�·n political  pu:-poses by a few ciemagogues . -·of whorr. one 
is a Justi c e  of the Pea ce--who arc constantly inciting the 
t enantry to resistance of all authority, anc all rights of 
property . . .  

I finci .it im possible  t o  understand why there i s  such a total 
a bsence of the milita:-y .  not alone in Mayo but in the whoie of 
the provin c e  of Connaugh t :  surely th ere is no part of I relanci 
where at this moment a miiitary force is as nec essary as it  is 
in M ayo . . .  

(Dublin Castle ,  S t a t e  Papers Offi c e .  C . S . O . R .P . - · 1 880- 580 . )  

Property a n d  a uthority w ere under fire i n 
Mayo in 1 8 7 9 .  Hen c e  it s e e m s  p i ausj bl e that. 

Archdeacon Cavanagh,  whose own authority 

and livelihood w ere espec i a l ly threaten eci in 

June of that year, shou1 d look for a way to 

reesta blish his position which w ould a l so 

strike a bl ow for th e forc es of law and pro­

?ert y an d against th e  s u bversive F er; ian s a n d 

Land Leaguers . There is a long traciition , pos ­

s ibly going ba c k  to Plato,  of d ec eiving the 

vulgar in  the interest of some ( su p pos ed )  h i g h ­

er good . And J s h o u l d  point m�t t h a t  in th e 

1 8 7 0 ' s  apparit ions were featured ir. the  Ir isf: 
Cath oli c periodi c a i s - -for exam ple , various num­

bers of the I l lu�tra t ed Monitor ,  D� bl in , fo:-­

the year 1 8 7 5 .  It is  surely pla usi bi e , then . 

t ha t the rec ently-d enounc e d  Archci e a c on 

Cava n a gh should consid er engineering an appa­

r it ion by m eans of a m a g i c  lant ern for  c e rta in 

high er goods .  But was it l ik e ly ? That is,  was 

Arc hd ea con C a van agh c apable of su bord ina t ing 

truth to som e oth er i d e a l ?  

Consider the following a c c ount of Sister 
M . F. Cusa ck . a nun who worked in Knock i n  

T!ie Britis:-: & lr isf: S i\ e r.- : ; c  

� h e early ! R80 ' s .  In 1 t : a � i y .  a s  sh e t e i l s  u s  b 
The S t o �v of my Life ( Lo;t c o n . 1 89 1 ) . sne w a s  
··:�n o f  enthusiasm '' f o r  th e appariti on : but 
she ' ' soon found c a u s e  r. o  cooJ d ow;; " :  

Whi l e  I w a s  in tile ch:: rcr. one ciay I saw a bri!Zht lll ; n :  
a �ove t h f>  a l t ar,  anci  ail t!-le peopie were exclaimin g ,  �T!-lc:re i:  
is 1  there i t  is '  1'\ov.- w e  have seen it fo:- m:rselves . "  I was 
somewhat irnpresseci rr.yself. anci hopeci that at iast  I h a d  seen a 

su pernatural sight.  C\'en if it was on�v a b:-ight !ight . I was 
kn eeiing when I firs;:  saw the  i igh t ,  �ut when I rose u p  fro:n 
rr.y knees the light disa ppce:-eci : .  I a:  once knelt ciown agair  . . 

anci i o ,  the iight shone on ce more as bright as ever. I tri eci this 

experim ent s everal times,  anci was then c onvinceci that i :  was 
some refl ection .  I !-laci macie up my minci to investigate 
everything t horoughly wher: I came to Knoc k.  though my 
preiucic es were in  favour of �ei:cvin g  everythin g .  I now went 
near the aitar, anc a:  once founci out the cause of what 
seemeci supernatura l .  I t  was si;-:;ply a very iarge giass stone .  

· · which haci c aught the reflec:ion of the settir.IZ sun . 
l ciareci n ot tou c h  anything about the shrin e .  so I w ent at 

once to Father Cavanagh . whose house was quite near, anc 
asked him to come a:-;ci re:nove the "visi on " .  for I thought it  
was dreadful to have the p eople deceivec.  But to my 
amazem ent--end I m ust admi: aiso to my indignation--he woulci  

not remove it .  This macie m e  very scepti c al as far as he was 
c oncerneci (pp268-9).  

From thi s circum stanti a l a c c ount I t ak e  it 
that Archdea con Cavar:agn was capable of 
riec eJVmg t:-: c peopj e :or wha t he proba bly 
c onsici ereci some high e r  gone - -wh e ther guarding 
private prop erty a n d  pu b1 i c  orcicr,  or in crea s ­
ing religious cievotion . I shou ld also m ent ion 
that th e qu estion of su ch d ec eption is stil l  a 
m atter of d ebate ; for cons i der those who 
sanction d e c eiving te:-m in a J 1y i l l  pat i ents a bout 
r.neir ilin esses ,  or  governm ents ' fa ls ifying 
inform ati on in th e int erests of n ati onal  s ecuri ­

ty. or parents ' telling whi te lies to childrer. 
a bout S anta Claus.  

Although I have c1mmcd that Ca vanad1 

engin eered th e appari ti o n ,  I a m  not. c ! aim in g 

that he a c tual ly operated th e m agic lantern . r 
tak e it that h e  hired the 1 antern,  but it m ay 

have b een o perated by som eone else ir: 
Knock.  un d er Cavanagh · s supervisi on . There i s  

a letter in  the Tuam dio c esan arch ive from a 

Mi cha el M cConn ell . from Belfast. who says 

that a fr i end of his called Conste bic 
M c Dermott . who had been stat ioncci at Knoc k .  

h a d  told h i m  that t h e  apparition h a d.  been 
?rod'J c e d  by a magi c lant ern op era ted by a 

Prot estant policeman sta"C ioned at K n o c k . ( S e e  

Cat.h erin e Rynn c ' s  � n o c k�8 79- 1 97Q .  Dubli n .  
1 9 7 9 ,  pp67 - 7 0 . )  This , of  cours e . i s  h earsay,  c. s  

: s  -r.h e statem ent I h earci n eariy eight years 

a go from a s enior m err. b e::-- of the Irish judic i a ­

ry . t o  t h e  eff c c t  that a soli c itor o f  his a c ­

q ua intan c e tolci him that h i s  grandfa ther hireo 
a m a gi c  i a nt. ern to A:-ch d ea con Cavanc.:g� 

ciuring th e w e e k  in q u estior. .  

S u c h  orai  information j s  1.�nlik ely t o per­
s�ade beli evers , but it  is  worth pres ervin g . if 

only bec a u s e it  m ay lead to the discovery of 

hard evi d e n c e  in , for exam pl e , a le tter or 

diary .  
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There is  some hard evw ence  ( long known I 
that ::nakes sense within th e case I am m a k ­

ing . namely, the strik ing fa c �  tha t  although 

Cavanagh was with in  five m inutes ' walki n g  
distance o f  th e apparit ion , he ref"Gsec t o  see  
it wh en asked by  h is  hou s ek e eper , Mary 

McLoughlin,  the first to observe the appari ­

tion . Later,  Cavan agh is reported to have 
consoled himself that:  "If I had seen it . . .  many 
things would have been said that cannot now 
be advanced with a ny fair s how of reason or 
probability on their si d e . "  (Weekly News,  1 4  

February 1 880 . )  I take Cavanagh ' s  absen c e  
from th e apparition to b e  n early as striking 
(and suspicious) as the dis appearance of the 
original manuscript depositions . My explana ­

tion for his absen c e  is that he was implica­
ted,  and that his  post fa ctum statemen t  sug­
gests his implication . The pattern is not unfa ­
miliar to psychologi sts : in sh ort, th e original 
cause is transform ed into an e xcuse or 
consolation . 

A similar reversal of cause and effect is  
also evident, I thin k ,  in "a vivid local  memo­
ry, passed down in the family of [Patri ck 
Walsh ] one of the . . .  eyewitnesses to the appa­

rition , '' according to wh ich there was a meet­
ing of Whiteboys , to which young Walsh came : 

.. L�! ""r .  P.l!trick Walsh apoio£:sed to A:-rhdcuc;;; C:.·::;:l:! ;: .  
for hearin� him denounced a t  this meetinF which h e  attended . 

The peopie felt that the priest was so devoted to Our Lady 

that she prote cted bin: from the Whiteboys and thCJse like them 

(Knock: 1 879- 1 979. p 83). 
In William Coyn e ' s  Venera bl e Archdea con 

Cavanagh (Roscommon , 1 953) ,  there is an even 

more dramatic story (a gain unsubstantiated ) 
a bout a s ecret soc iety that had determined to 
punish Cavanagh for "preaching caution and 
restraint to his flo c k . "  

At Jenrth it was resolved . . .  to have his ears cut 

off . . .  However. before the date fixed for the sacreligious act the 

extraordinary events of the 2 1  August 1879 (the apparition) had 

occurred at Knock.  Th ere wes a complete change . . .  even ':he 

hardest of he arts . . .  regarded it as a a:rec � sign th:-ough Our 

Lady that a crime of the kind c ontemplated was a ciesecration . . . 
(pp 82-4) .  

Here again we have, I think . a reversal of 
cause and effect; that is ,  we are able to see 
what Archdea con Cavanagh ori ginaliy intended 
to achieve by his hoax. He wanted the 
appearan ce of the Virgin Mary to  ormg 
about a complete c hange . . .  evcn i:! the hardest 
of hearts ; "  just  as h e  wished to make his 
flock ashamed at having heard and supported 
his denunciation at th e 1 June 1 879 m e eting. 

I am grateful to Dr Wi lliam Vaughan for 
drawing my attention to the June 1879 item 
in the State Pap ers Offic e, Du bl i n  Castle ,  and 
to Professor William Lyons for commenting on 
an earl ier version of this paper.  
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6 ultlPtt+AJ 5" XI g ?­
Snake'S prank 

4tllld5 

A PYTHON snake, left unat­
tended in a Bremen flat while 
its owner went away for the 
weekend, turned on a bath tap 
and flooded homes below, 
police said yesterday. -Reuter. 
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A CRACK terTorist group is plot­
ting to kidnap Princess Diana, 
according to an American clair­
voyant with an uncanny track re­
cord of premonitions.. 

She says Di will be drugged and bundled­
away to a secret location while demands an: 
made for her release. . 

'-6ss Brenda Eflicx. wbo fortlCZil Haniaac � 
beiore it hit New York in lff79, had arrangedto tnvd to 

�du�y:: 
ot � fears.. 

s.. she injar'ed bt% 
fooc aDd b.ad to c:aDCCI h e r  L o a d o •  h o t e l  
booeina-

But :a Scvd.:aad Y ant 
spotesmm said: "U !ha 
l ady contacts us we 
would be obliged to 
� oa her infonnatioa 
to our royalty aDd di­
PIC? D?,atic protectioa 
umt. 

'-6sa Ellioc, a 34-year­
oid New Yorter. said: 
''lt just suddenly ame 
to cue like a IDO\'le be­fore my eyes.. 

-1 saw the priDa:a iD 

Clairvoyant 'sees' 
princess in hands 

of kidnap gang 
a room S&llTOUDded bf 
���if� a! 
of the men had a bl:act 
patc:b over his eye. 

.. The princesa was gaged. appeared ID be 
druged, and ... very 
distressed. 

''Sbc ... wearina • 
JCUf on her bead, a red 
tank top, jean. and loaf­
en. She was tied up." 

Miss Elliot added; 
'"lbete is no indiatioa 
of euctJy when this will 
h.appen 01" bow it will 
end. but I have c:om­p&ece faith in my pre­monitions. ··Some people mipa 
noc think l w dealina 
with a fuU deck, but 
plenty o( people wiD testify to my accuracy." 

M'- Ellioc bad beca 
boolted into the Keas­
instoa P� Hole! and 
her flisht b ad bee a  
arranged , aJI al her OW11 e:rpcmc. 
m:�s::.:!� 
to caned tbe trip. I wiU 
be laid up fot' scvera.l 
weeks, but I will pass oa 
whatever I caa to the 
pol.ic::e in Londoo. 

"( am a great �mirer 
o( your royal family and 
I wouJd hate 3Jlything to 
happen to any of them. 

"I suppose if my pre­
dictioo comes true then 
I can provide as fuU a description as possible 
or t he  people involved 
and where the princes.a 
is being held." 

ANDY AND Dl WILL ELOPE! 
IF YOU t h i n k  psychics a r e  crackers, 
you ain't seen noth ing yet! 

Here's what top American mediums 
claim will happen befMe Christmas: 
• Princess Diana and Prince Andrew 
w i l l  jet off to the Caribbean to�ether 
for an I l l icit, lnUmate hol iday: -
e Wh ite House aidt's will  dlsC'over that 
Rus�lan spies have inserted rad io trans­
mitters i nside l ive rats to spy on 
President Reagan . 

e Former Marine Prince Edward will  
prove his courage by catching and 
tossing away a live grenade thrown at 
The Queen. 
e Jane Fonda w l i l  become the world's 
fl rst female r. t m star i n  space. V\ 
e A vicious terrorist gang will kidnad:: 
Princess Stephanie of Monaco. S�e �if!i_ 
joi n the 2ang �nd get thrown m J.a 1 l  
a fter a ·spectacu lar shoot -out w 1 t h  

po l ice. 
· .l .,a 

e A . n i ne-year-old Was � <. 
i ngton farm boy w 1 1 l  be 
d iscnvE>rt-rl looki n "  n rtcr 
n n  I nj u red Yell i n  his  ..A 
father's barn. � 

• A c t r e s s  S h i r l e y .,a 
MacLaine wil l  a n nounce 
that she has bee n in reg­
u l a r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a n  
al ien.  

The British & Irish Skeptic 
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In U2 
says 
Zak 

!I' R ICH!£ T.-\ \·toR 
· · .� x T l !' T i l  d l ff�rpm·�� ;.,!1 
lead le l'� lo.-<1� onE' of th .. l r  
numt�� o n  thE' y r• a r  �hP�d.  a 
mem�c o! !h�  �:rouJ: .,. 11 1  �l>o 
�o�.· in,·o(,·pd 1n 3 vubhr 
rontrvarn of 3 �rxuol 
n1tu�.. Thf')e arp JU•I �o� 
ar Zal; Martin·� pr�•rtiOn� for 

(l- 1�. • 

� UnP of the ,.·orld's foremost 
Pl)1:hic5. Za� (oundPd . tht! 
Lender. J>n·chK' C'mtr'! In :::: l9SO t:>�o� rommc homt to 

)(�)��c �'1 n1o�tic10HP�ithn C��� � tr.- m fUt r rn1 nE's. H1� prPdu·· 
..._ :1un� 4tild ! �yrhok iJlf't ! r  ' !'Tll �ll'1 

cw•r rr.,.ut-:rJ d�,>On�i rath,.,:­

- hz' e l>E-�n di:!E'Sif'd �t l � n )ll h 

< ��lt1:h��::·1·!·��;�r!"��·�;; "f.1�d�� .J p<l\loPr � : t htn  u s  ,..h1rh <'an bl' 1:() used f,u t.eahn�; and t h E'  
ll�t' . . .  � HP hJ� on occa�"'"· u ,.,d 

� hu so-enit! po .. ·,.rs to as�1�t 
......_ pohC'1.' ftn'Ct'� w 1 t h  m:��in& ptor· 

�un� •nd ntunler ea�· H .. 1)1 t;�� �•1:urately prc>dirt�d worlt1 
' " f • t>n!'  mcludin.: th .. E'llt<'tlf•n 
..,. <>! J 1m:-rw C'aME'r m 1977 and � �h� .. -uino?r of thf c ; r•nd � �a! :.mal >e<·E-n tlmt>lo m >lK'· � c'1;,toni91!18. Zak /or-.'�>
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?:>i lttro l l :· h�  ffl\'t,...�t'> S m n  
. F r m .  l!nplt" current a d '  Pr�f 

f-el : ng. !x-<t:>nlln$! � mio)Or 
fcrct: 1!1 ln>h vvhtiC' n� '""' 
a df'�t-Tf .. 'retuon of rt>lt�tlvn' 
t-t-: ·•·l't'n 1�.-l.mC: �nd < h•• L.l\ 
- · or,d the.  rt> m.a) � ;.,( ... "" ... 
b�ro t�f'  l"l\ ;O\tJf1lr.1o'll. 1" 
r�.,tr;-.:t lhP Kll'." l ! lt"� vr r"!1•n·e-­
m,r.h l'' In��  natJ<'n31:- h\ .,,, 
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all  you wont to k now 
for 1 988. 

st>nous nft dr,-elopmc "·ttflin 
· thr party early 1n lhe Se,., 

Year.  lfldme to the rtl.icn•· t 1or. o! a luetin& �>&rty . Detn- _ 
lx>r. and ultlmalel)' . to 1 

mllro> J.tE'rmar.ent dn;s1on 
10· o t 1un F,anna F�1r· .  

l n  l'ntam h.. for�res th� 
nf1 het...-e.-n Chules 1nd Dtaua bt-<'orcanc morr · at:'llte. 
· ·,.·1 tt: :hl' pos�tble in,·oh·e· 
m<'nt . by one llf t h t  couple. of a llurd part.•· ThE' hnllh of 
!hP Qut-en 15 111 rn·Sf'nl .  and 
Will  i<:·�rtH:n"l:v �ome. 1 
c3U>E' for roiK't'm .. 

BriUtn wtll al� nu�e 
movf'li towa!"l!s the re.ntroduc­
t;on of Cajj)ttiil ;�un1shment; 
LAbour 111111 rrgam much ol ib le>st �upport. a muS<>um or art , 
1allrry Will � destroyN by 
fart' &!id a pass<C'fli:er pl;,ne.,-. 
•·: ! 1  cra�h·lrnd off the EDC:1sh 
ce>a�t. 

On a . ,..e>rld..,.·adt. scalt' he 
p�t>di<:t� th�t tht' Dt'W US 
pre�idl'nt .,. 111 !M! • "salrJman 
,..1 t h mt'd1cal connection•-. 
M • •:hJr'l Jari:son .,..111 · ·corm a 
dt''-'P r"latoiln>hlp and pontt.:y �nnllur.cP ht� ;ntt-:ttion to 
m a r r)· ·· . 

7.;.1. 1lYJ r, .. �,P!'� a huge 
f o re  U! Hon;: !\ong and seHral 
IIT';>ortant bre-�l.:thrcu¥hs 10 
tt:t' baU:E' lldiOlst Aids. · 

T•.• dJtP h:> prt-cu tion� ha\·e 
h4d 3 !'ugh >.JcceS$ ratE' and 
In · �� he- p:t'dtl·t�d th� d�•t h  
l'! R!!< H��-,.·<Y.th. t h e  ront ro­
·• "'�Y !urroundtni: pr�sidcr.IJ�I 
<'3 ndldJtt Gan· H a rt .  a co.�cn 
a�sh nE'ar ·Lt't>r1� itnd t hP 
!Jt i'OO u n re!<l : n  France. thr 
l:J·; .  ar.d Ml'•ln• 
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V� EDrrOR SUE &AC�� 
'iARLES will be the target of an •�s­
attempt - that's one terrifying pre­
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;n.:� w11l vnl) be ">hghcly h�rmcd-
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JEFFREY ARCHER· went i09" ging yesterda� wouldn't 
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One man who's sure he Is. thougb-. 

t.s clalrvoyant Stephen Alexander, 
who predicts he will ;,e. the next 
Prime Minister. 

Mr Alexand« saya he 
forecau the li� cue 
vlc:torJ al the form« 
� m=a•re�  
last wee!t. 

lie also claiml he pre­
dic ted the record 
== �� ��:: 
paper • . 

a�.��o:· = 
yesterdQ: ··wrs Thatch­
« baa a.twaya backed him and believed i.D hia �nee.. 
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STATE of the ART 

I M PO RT .AN I NOTICE 
. T h a t  t he re be no m is understonc ir:? -B" i t  d i st i nc t ly understood that n i l  

e f f ects desc n bed i n  t h i s  cata logue o re occom..., ; . ::- :-..: :...� - .� ,....,... = 1 �'�0"'5 one 
or� ent i re ly d ivorced from ony supe rnatural  or supernormal po ..... � rs;  thot any 
i tems l i sted os,  � lucky pi<:ces' ore so�d 1"\ t�rely os c urious wi thou t or.y c laim 
to myst e r icus or lucky powe rl' toot cri apparat us and effects o re sold w i t h  
� !-> - .-l i s • i r.c �  :.;nde �slo�-fing thot they will  be used for m o g i c o l  crd enterto i n­
m�nt ;i)A.\ r70S,·l:� �n�.v-

Thus the catalogue of Nelson Enterprises , 
"Largest Exclusive Manufa cturer of M ental 
Equipment in the World . "  H�re was the plac e  
t o  g e t  your talismans,  lod·estones,  Ouija 
boarcis .  ritual cricifix candles , seals from the 
book of Moses, John the Conqu eror Root, and 

even souvenir gazing crystals . All items were 
pric ed by the dozen . som e per hundred and 
per thousand . Mr Nelson also offered 
horoscopes and zodia cal ch arts,  assorted 

readings ($5. 50 per package of 1000) , 

gra phology charts, a diploma conferring the 
Honorary Degree of Master Mentalist (no 
yearly dues ) ,  and "valuable books you should 
own" ,  again at quantity pri c es ,  and including 
such gems as ''Six Lessons in Crystal Gazi ng , "  
"Key t o  Numerology , "  "The Book o f  Forbidden 
Knowl edge , "  and "Are you M ediumistic?" for 
resale to the adoring publ ic  for whatever the 

traffic would bear. For th ose who "desire to 
make their own alleged Lucky Talismans, 
seals,  · scrol ls ,  arid · charms , " he had sheets of 
G enuine Virgin Parchment Paper.  8 x 5 1 /4 
inches .  three for a dollar.  And he would even 
help you get into the mail order business with 
an eight-page catalogue of O c cult Books and 

Psychic Aids ,  available at $ 2 2 . 50 per 
thousand.  All items c ould be  personalized with 
your imprint for a slight extra c harge .  

Nelson himself had  much su ccess with his  
World Famous Enchanted T a lking Teakettle ,  
which answered questions p u t  t o  i t  by the 
credulous who applied the s pout to their  e ars . 
He also conducted for seven years a radio 
programme called "Voice of Destiny" on 
which ,  as  "Dr Korda RaMayne , "  h e  did nothing 
but answer listeners ' questions sent in by 
mail . That wa·s in Detroit: if you lived more 
than a few hundred miles away, you could 

buy his how-to book and try to sell yourself 

with the same act to your local station . 

The Brilish & I risn S k e ptic 

Frank Chambers 
"Personal instru ction ir, ALL phases of 
Mentalism" was "available on an hourly basis , 
appointm ents made by mail . "  A pparently he  
didn 't  a c c ept appointments made by telepathy .  
.. :!e recogni zed that. reporters are busy , 
overworked . people, ana accordingly offered e. 

"Brand New· S.eries of publicity stori es and 
?i'ess noti c es for the me.ntalis� . ' '  -

· ·Getting down to prof essionai effects 
available from his c atalogue ( but only after 
you had sent in your card where you �wore 
not to divulge ,  etc . )  there was " Do the Deaci 
Return?" d escribed as  a lecture-d emonstration 
of which "only a few will realize its true 
possibilities and turn them into ma.ior profits .  n 

"How to Book Your Attraction (Live like a 
millionaire a board some of th e world 's  most 
luxurious cruise ships and get paid for it ) , "  
and "Answers t o  Qu estions (The lack of 
knowl ed ge of how to answer questions has 
proved the only stumbling block to many 
performers and now we offer to the 
profession (only) the r eal secret of answering 
questions of ANY and ALL TYPES that may 
be submitted by the audien c e ) . "  Th ere was 
the "New S ecret I nvention (just a flick  of the 
m a gi c  switch and you have instant secret 
communication between two persons : n ev; 
tr�n sist.orizeci ve:-si • •::; ,  pric e  c� request) .  n 

There was "The Mystery of the Gyrating 
Tabl es  (Manuscript Tells All . No Stooge or 
Confederates ) . "  There was "Confessions of e. 
M ediu m .  a Thoroughly Ac curate Expose of the 
INNER working and LIFE-GUARDED secrets 
of the medium, psychic and h ealer ,  incl-:.1ding 
sample ads to run in the local paper, acivice 
on bl e eding suckers for money,  and an 
explanation of how anyone c an get a 
c ertificate which makes th em immune from 
Pol ice  Interferenc e :  limited edition . deiuxe 
book only $ 5 . 00 .  S old with the distinct 
understanding that a ny information derived 
from this expose will be used for legitimate 
purpo s es only, or for the reader's protection 
from Grafting M ediums . "  Even in 1959. $ 5 . 00 

wasn ' t  very much to p ay for a hard-back 
book,  so if  ·you had s ent for a copy you 
shouldn't  have been too surprised to receive 

(cont. on p 24)  

Frank Chambers is  a retired engineer, a magician, and a mem ber of the Irish Committee.  
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TELEPATHY: a mechanism ? 

An old claim about telepathy is that it is 
due to electromagnetic radiation (the old 

"wireless!' analogy). Nonetheless, one avenue 
of approach to the question in this form has 
not,  to my knowledge, ever been followed : a 

thorough examination of possible receivers 

and/or transmitters in the living organism. If 
such can be found ,  we must seek a reason 
why it is such a rare phenomenon that its 
very existence can be in dispute. The problem 

is comparable to one that has often occurrec 
in particle physics when a new particle has 
been postulated to account for certain anoma­

lies , and later been proven to exist after the 
most rigourously painstaking and costly 

research .  
Such transmission from one brain to an­

other would, in telecommunication terminology, 

come under the headings of interference and 
crosstalk, which are detrimental to communi­
cation . In this context, the brain is a compu­
ting system making swift decisions for survi­
val, so must be protected against such 

effects . We already know that signals in the 
brain are carried by chemical transmitter sub­

stances, very many of which are produced in 
other parts of the body for quite different 

functions.  If, as can happen in certain dis­
eases, those produced in the Soma (the rest 
of the body) become mixed with the same 

substances from the brain,  the results can be 
disastrous , whether in the Soma or in the 
brain . Hence there is a system which chemi­
cally isolates the two, known as the "Blood ­
Brain Barrier, " which has been evolved by 

natural selection to minimise such effects . As 
we know from pathology it is not an absolute 

guarantee against their occurrence, but it 
usually works very well . 

Telepathy, if it is physically real,  must be 
met by a corresponding defense, hence must 
be exceptional and erratic like pathological 
phenomena. 

Gordon Gray 

The question posed here is : i s  there a 
structure in the living organism that could 

receive/radiate electromagnetic energy, and 
under certain exceptional conditions interfere 

with the normal signalling processes of the 
brain? A possible candidate for this is in · the 
membrane that surrounds every living c ell and 
through which it interfaces with the world 
outside it. Briefly , this is a "forest" of sub­
microscopic "aerials, "  l ipid molecules, each 
with a carboxyl charge-bearing structure fac­
ing inwards or outwards . The size of this 
"aerial " is such that it would be tuned to 
radiation, not in the radio frequencies ,  but in 
the gamma radiation band, more penetrating 
than X-rays .  

S o ,  w e  have a possible aerial. but w e  need 

a "detector. "  This is where the carboxyl ends 

come into play . For taken all together in the 

double membrane, they comprise the two elec ­
trodes of a capacitor, which is moreover an 

electrolytic capacitor having another special 

property: it is a rectifier of alternating vol­

tages , so, under the right circumstances it 

could be a detector of gamma-ray patterns . 

Under normal resting conditions, all living 
cells are held at a constant voltage across 
the membrane by means of a chemical mecha­
nism known as an Ion-pump. The voltage may 
vary from one cell type to another but nor­
mally remains constant. There is . no way 
radiant energy can affect this steady poten­
tial without destroying the c ell.  There are 

two important exceptions to this behaviour in 
nerve-cells and muscle fibres. In the resting 
state these are also constant, but when 
actively pulsing, the membrane potential swift­
ly reverses and more slowly recovers . Imme­
diately after firing, the cell cannot be retrig­
gered . but as the wn-pump restores the 
resting state, the old potential difference 
builds up. At a certain point in this build-up, 
the ability to accept a further trigger is 

Gordon Gray is a retired computer engineer/technical writer,  later a teacher of mathematics , 
and a member of the Brain Research Assoc iation . 
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(Chambers , cont. ) . 

r;0 a mimeogra phec ,  typea manuscripted of v 

pages . Yes . I am sorry t� hav
.
� to �el l yo� 

that Mr Neison has long smce passea ove;-, 
as we in the trade say . Who took ov er his 
lucrative business I have been unable to 
asc ertain .  

A large section o f  this remarkable omnium 
gatherum was given over to what were 
euphemistically described as "Spook Show 
S upplies , "  with the usual c aveat that these 
goodies were not intended for use to fool or 
mislead. Here we find "Floating Spirit Fac es , "  
a n d  " I n s t a n t a n e o u s  G h o s t , "  e c t o p l a s m , 
collapsible reaching rods, luminous hands, 
luminou s  paints ( "guaranteed non-injurious" ) ,  
and an "Astral Light , "  a luminous c ircle which 
seems to rec ede into the distan c e  as it gets 
smaller and smaller. 

I can't  leave the su bject without 
mentioning "The Art of Cold Reading" (you 
need not be the seventh son of a seventh son 
or be born with a 'veil over your eyes '  to be 
a suc c essful so-called clairvoyant or private 
reader! No sir--such ability is not inborn--it is 
a chieved ! "  This book is  "not a rehash of th e 
other textbooks, but new and more 
com prehensive enlightenment on the sub�ect. " 
' Cold reading' is the a bility to tel1 an 
individual things a bout himself which the 
p erformer has no way of knowing beforehand . 
It is acc omplished partly by using what 
psychologists c all "the fallacy of personal 
verifi cation " (that is , telling the su cker what 
everyone likes to hear about himself) and 
partly by adroit comments posed in a 
questioning way, to which the innocent 
responds with positive or negative grunts or 
body langu age, thus giving the Swami more 
material to test. 

All this was on off er twenty-five years 
ago, including the transistorised "New Secret 
Invention. "  Who is  purveyor to the tra de 
today? If no one else is serving the market, 
where are our faith h ealers g etting their 
radio gimmicks? Perhaps Mr N elson was able 
to take it with him , and is in  fa ct filling 
orders from wh erever he now resides.  

N E L S O N E N T E il P il i S E S ,  C O L U M I U S ,  

Genuine Gazing Crystals 

0 H I  0 

(Gray,  c ont . )  
T h e  Bri tish & Iris!":. SKept ic  

restored , but in the nerve cell ,  or "neuron , " 

th e speed of transmission is at first slower if 
for any reason a second trigger is accepted 
during the recovery. As the build-up proc eeds , 
the transmission speed of an accepted signal 
would rise towards the normal l evel. Hence, 
any pattern imposed on gamma radiation inci­
dent on the neuron membrane could be recti­
fied during this period of reduced velocity 
(relative refractory period), hence could alter 
the times at which some elements of an 
otherwise normal signal pattern arrived at the 
next stage in the network. Any "telepathic " 
pattern imposed on the firings of recovering 
c ells would appear as subtle super-impositions 
on the normal patterns. As only a small frac­
tion of the total population of neurons are in 
the r.r.p.  's at any moment and the earliest 
pulses would be too weak to trigger following 
neurons in the network , this effect of another 
or even the same brain must be minimal but 
real .  

The "engineerine" advantage o f  "All -or­
none'' signals in the nervous system is to 
minimise the very phenomenon of telepathy. 

This argument is based on "classical" phys­

ical theory, still valid in most engineering 
applications , which must be c onsidered in phys· 
iological problems. However. in the present 
c ontext, we are concerned with molecular, i.e. 
sub·cellular, structures. At this l evel , quantum 
effects loom largely, and these render tele· 
pathy even more tenuous. Nevertheless, as 
anyone having heard "ghostly" conversations 
on the telephone knows, neither interference 
nor "crosstalk" can be eliminated absolutely in 
practice.  Hence, as materialists we are bound 
in the present state of knowledge to admit 
the likelihood that, however tenuous, some 
such effect may exist. But we must be just 
as c ertain that it can only be an exceptional· 
ly tenuous phenomenon. 

This caution, however, leaves us open to 
consideration of the consequences of such 
communication, tenuous as it probably is.  Only 
living brains could communicate in this way, 
usually with badly garbled messages , snatches 
of longer, more c omprehensible ones.  Never· 
theless, given i ts reality as a phenom enon , it 
does direc tly imply the existence of what is 
in effect a collective consciousness and a 
c ollective , immortal memory .  The postulate of 
reincarnation , which is in any case a logical 
absurdity,  self-contradictory,  is redundan t in 
the context of a collective memory, even a 
very tenuous one . 
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The Guardian seems to vary wi1cily 
between writing critical articles a bout su c h  
subjects a s  Esalen ( 18 �ovem ber ) or 
superstition (30 December) and publishing 
articles,  mostly by Jillie Collings. which seem 
almost to be glowing advertisements for 
various alternative therapies. To h and are : 
"Going crystal gazing in the body ' s  inner 
space, " (7  January) ,  which  is a bout new 
discoveries in Kirlian photography and crystal 
energies ; "  "Pinning hopes on the needles"  ( by 
Andrew Moncur),  a bout the use of 
acupuncture in treating animals , which 
recounts the suc c esses of Mrs Trixie 
Will_i�ms ; and "_A sole purpose" (Jillie Collings,  
5 November),  about M etamorp�-,k� . 

Metamorphics,  Collings tells u s .  derives 
from Reflexology. She writes of R eflexology: 
"Consistent therapy has been found to have 
rem arka ble effects on illnesses rangin g  from 
arthritis , migraine ,  constipation , u lce rs and 
kidney infections to angina anci bron chitis . "  
S h e  goes o n :  "Metamorphics goes m u c h  deeper 
and poses the question : what happens if th e 
energy appears to have been blo ckeci right 
from the mom ent of birth or even before as 
in the case of some physical and mental 
handicaps, such as Down ' s  Syndrom e ?  This 
seemingly preposterous concept cioes not seem 
too 

·
far-fetched when it  is  viewed from the 

vantage point of modern scientific thought, 
whi ch contends that wh ere there is matter of 
any kind there is elementary consciousness 
and as such it may be influenced . "  S h e  retails 
Robert St  John ' s  researc h in the field and his 
conclusions:  "the practice  was so simple he 
knew that it could be learned in half an hour, 
and thereafter teaching families to massage 
each other ' s  feet became an integral part of 
the M etamorphics doctrine. " 

It seems a pity that the Guardian does 
not apply the same critical skills to reports 
of success with alternative the:-api es which 
they bring to their analyses of M argaret 
Thatcher ' s  policies . 

The South Wales Echo seems �o have been 
fascinated by Operation Deeps c a n :  of all the 
press reports , theirs seems to have been the 
most comprehensive of anywh ere outsicie of 
Scotiand .  Since then, they have quoted 
bookmak ers ' ocicis as 1 50- 1 a gains t Cnris 
Bonington (who is wagering £ 1 0 )  fin ding the 
yeti .  And they,  among other papers , told the 
story (on 30 Dec em ber ) of the s cien tists 
trying to trap spirits trapped in the walls of 
pu bs . . .  

2 5  

THE PRESS GALLERY 
The (Scottish) Sunday Express has been 

running a series of UFO stories . Published 
under th e byline of Ralph Barker, the artic les 
ar� introduced :  " . . .  UFOs have fascinated and 
baffled for hundreds of years, with reported 
s ightings all over the world .  But are they 
really fact or fantasy? The Sunday Express 
has been talking to eyewitnesses whose 
e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  t h r i l l i n g ,  c o m p e l l i n g ,  
disturbing--and hard to refute . "  Cases covered 
so far include the Todmorden case (when 
policeman Alan Godfrey reputedly saw a UFO 
in Yorkshire )  and the case of a UFO 
reputedly s een by two teenage girls outside 
of Leeds. 

Further articles from the Sunday Express 
include a report of an astrology conferenc e  
h eld a t  the end o f  November, a n  artic le  
about the use of faith healers by local health 
authorjti es in Brighton and North London, and 
"Bio-Harmony" compound,  which allegedly 
slows ageing. 

The Ind ependent reported another UFO 
story on 1 January , when eight policemen are 
supposed to have seen a UFO flyin g  over 
London . "News of the s1gnung put the 
Aet herius S ociety on full alert at its 
headquarters, a converted shop in Fuiham 
Road . . .  " Dr Ri chard Laurence,  the society ' s  
s e cretary i s  quoted : '"Patrick Moore says it ' s  
just Jupiter . . .  I 've been on TV with him .  A s  I 

said to him then, I wouldn't talk a bout  
astronomy because I don 't  know enough a bout 
it and he doesn ' t  know anything about flying 
sauc ers and should . keep quiet a bout them . . .  
W e  don ' t  think it ' s  strange o r  eccentric to 
beli eve in flying saucers.  On the contrary, we 
think it 's  e c centric to disbelieve . ' "  

T h e  n ewspaper also reported : Kasparov has 
lost the mind-reader who claims to be behind 
his suc c ess,  the effects ghost stories can 
have on house sales;  research into n ear-death 

experie:1 c es .  An d in an article balan cing the 
c laims of materialism and religion,  William 

ij.ees-Mogg sum s up: "Nature abhors a vacuum ; 
science abhors a miracl e . "  

T h e  London Evening Standard also varies-­
they ran a small wri te-up a bout the formation 
of the Irish Sk eptics (see B&I S  I . 5 ) .  M ore 
recently they ' ve been reporting sk eptic ally on 
Conan Foods.  a body-building diet whi ch  th ey 
say ,  " is big business.  It not only sells on the 
basis of being ablt to turn mice into m en .  it 
also exploits the health c raze by purportin g 

to be totally naturaL " And on 18 Decem ber 



they reported that an unnamed "medium from 
Tower Hamlets communicates with [Lord 
Lucan) in the South of France where he's 
apparently working in a vineyard." 

The Observer seems to have it in for 
Shirley MacLaine, with a short, slightly 
sarcastic piece about MacLaine's tours of 
historic sites in between bouts of filming (6 
December) followed by a longer piece on . 
t r a n c e  c h a n n e l i n g  ( 1 0  J a n u a r y ) .  
' "Channellers, '" reports Michael Pye, "have 
new consciousness and new Porches both; 
they are upwardly mobile, with spirit guides 
(enough for Doonesbury to mock poor Boopsie, 
whose ancient Egyptian warlord helps her 
fight for parking spaces at the mall). And 
they are not sad- spiritualists, harrassing the 
beloved dead in suburban front rooms; they 
are executive . .  class, with bright Pentecostal 
eyes." 

Pye goes on to report on atte�rling a 
session with Serge Grandbois of Quebec. He 
points out that "Sar�h Grey Thomason, an 
American H�g'list ,  fomui the entranced always 
use what th�y already consciously know, 
nulhing r.-tore. About Serge and his 
�hann.e1ling, Pye says, "this is ego as religion, 
origins remade in line with aspirations, with 
the added twist wrong, in channelers' terms, 
to be sick or hurt. It is your fault. 

"There are hundreds of thousands of these 
people across America--Yuppie fundamentalists 
with nobody to suggest they owe a duty of 
compassion. Shirley MacLaine and her chums 
may turn out to be the nice ones." 

Meanwhile, the Sunday Telegraph ran a 
full-page piece "More things in heaven and 
earth .. . " (27 December) in which Daniel Farson 
recounts his experiences of ghosts. Farson 
notes that "The most common apparitions are 
monks ... and ladies dressed in grey. He 
concludes there must be a physical 
explanation for this--although he draws no 
conclusions from his having seen his own 
ghost--a monk--in the middle of the night when 
he was in bed asleep. Farson tells of meeting 
the Ghost Club, and quotes Nancy Astor: "The 
trouble with ghosts is that their appearances 
are against them." 

Celebrity magazine ran a two-part series 
of which we have part two, "BUNKUM!" (3-9 
December), a review of the Enfield poltergeist 
case. SPR member Peter Hallsan is quoted as 
d i s a e r e e i n e w i t h  M a u r i c e  G r o s s e ' s  
interpretation of events. Hallsan is quoted 
extensively. Some samples: " .. .in all the cases 
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I have investigated, there does tend to be a 
logical explanation . . . ! believe the girl was 
playacting." This skeptical article was coupled 
with a short piece about a haunted bar in 
Florida, and accompanied by a promise: "Next 
week: Exorcist forced to retreat when 
attacked by flying jar of coffee! " 

The Sunday Times ran an interesting piece 
(no date) "When to be naughty as well as 
nice, " an analysis of what sells tabloid 
newspapers. The article quotes a Mori poll 
which showed that in "social classes Cl and 
C2 .. . one in three don 't read any paper at all. 
The rest read four papers; overwhelmingly 
The Sun (20%) or the Mirror (18%), otherwise 
the Mail and Express (each 1 1%). Reporter 
Brian MacArthur's conclusion: "Successful 
tabloids thrive on failures to live up to tl'te 
Ten . Commandments. · That is why they are 
read and bought in

· 
their millions." 

On December 1 1 ,  in "It's those Martians 
again" Charles Brenner comments on Amerkan 
tabloids, pointing out their fondness for UFOs 
and aliens: "Among headlines of the past 
three months: 'Aliens helped write the 
constitution ', 'Airforce captures UFO', 'I was 
pregnant with alien baby' and 'Space alien 
bodies found on Mount Everest'. But nothing 
could compete with the News's scoop on the 
secret Soviet discovery of those long­
suspected links between UFOs, Atlantis, the 
Abominable Snowman and the Bermuda 
triangle. " 

The Yorkshire Evening Post seems to be 
full of small, odd items. In "It Happened To 
Me, "  a section which pays ( 1  for such 
stories, we find that Russell Grant got it 
right: "My YEP stars said yesterday I should 
beware accidents with electrical applicances. 
Last week I had two small shocks from my 
electric typewriter and yesterday, when the 
iron felt funny, I found loose wires inside it" 
(20 October). 

The Post also ran an article on an ex­
speedway rider who, as "The Man in the Iron 
Mask," rides his motorcycle blindfolded (iron 
mask and black hood, inspected by the public) 
and avoids people wandering at will in and 
out of his path. On 18 November, the Post 
tells of "unemployed warehouse manager David 
Barclay (who] has used a series of disturbing 
psychic experiences to launch himself on a 
new career as an author. 

"His first book about the supernatural goes 
on sale tomorrow. Fatima--A Close Encounter 
of the Worst Kind? looks at how the 
paranormal might provide an explanation ... 
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Sceptic says i t  
SO-CALLED m y t h  explod­
e r s  he ld  their  inau gu ral meet­
ing i n  \1anchester rece ntly . I 

CP refe r  to the Sk eptical Soci e t y . Clr whose mission seems to be 
t '1 exposing cla irvoyants and 
n psyc h i cs .  Th ct  is along with 

• stori e s  con cerning CFO 
� si ght ings ,  h e 2 l e rs and metal  

benders .  
VI A;Jparently  l e ading l ights 
� of the \1anch e ster branch are 
� lecturers and researche rs at  
<.the c i ty's u ni,· e rsity .  

Tob \· Howad , a univers i tv 
0 com p u.ter research e r '  tol d  a 
" local pape r he attended a �psychic fair ii"l the  ci ty .  
-::r- " � e arly .: l l  the people � t�ere seemed sincere , . .  he 

commente d .  · · B u t  I saw no­
thi n £  to cor. Yince m e  that 
there were any people wi t h  
special  powers . .  , 

An d he is quite ri ght . . .  i n  
a s e n se . F o r  t h e r e  is  n ot h i n Q.  
:.p(;ci2.: ab0u� : :! -:- gif: �. of c ! 3!r: 
voy ance and h e al ing,  to name 
but  two.  

Ps�·chic faculties are qui te  
nom. c. l ;  t h e re i s  nothing su­
pern c:ural  a t  all  about them . 
They are of n a tu re , not above 
n ature . 

Fra:1kl v ,  I £et increasim:lv 
wearv of bou"Stine Thom ase·s 
who ·take d e lighr'""i n  pouring 
scorn upon the  paranorm a l .  

A medi u m · s  role is v e ry 
simpl e :  to prove to the be­
reaved and lost  that  physi cal 
dea:h is n o r  the e n d .  

Similarly a spirit  healer 's 
task is  to trv and re swre 
harrnonv to the ill  in mind and 
bod,· . be it  twi sted l imbs  or  a 
sore.J v troubled mind . 

Let the Ske ptics say what 
thev want , for we have more 
imror.ant work to d o ,  n a m e ­
l y  proving to a material ist ic  
world that  our t ime on earth  
is but  naught  compared to the  
infini rv  which awaits a l l  -
both Sceptic and beli e v e r .  

SKEPT ICS i n  the NEWS 

IT'S A SHA!\tE, b u t  I don't get as much l oony 
mai l as I used to. 

Many a dull morn.L-.g na.s been b ri gJ1tened up by the 
. news tha t  ,_--.e world was going to end in a 

p ! a go..1e of b c :2.s  a week next TuE-sday, or that 
l i ttle green :-:-.en were controlling the clLrna te from a hole ::. Mount Everest. Actually l m ade t.l-Jose up, b�:  you get the idea .  \\'h at's w : rse, I 'm now getting mail from people who c : ai.:n to be decidedly anti-loony. The lates : �s trom th e  S keptic al movement 

. . . . � ..... . whose merr.:: :rs might n o t  be able to spell but 
arc: r1onet11e: c-ss ci e-terrnine-d tJJ n o u.r  c old water on t.he cla.i..r:"..s o! ilying-sau c er believers clair--�C A L L I N G  a l l  

p o l t e r g e i s t s ,  
.:J"c l a i r v o y a n t s ,  

. tel � p a thi s ts ,  U F O  
J 4:3 potters and potential 
�Uri Gellers! \\.) T h e  M a n c h e s t er �Skeptics group is hol­
�d.ing its inaugTal mee­
�ting a t  The Friends' 
U)Meeting House, Mount � Street, Manchester at �7.30pm on Wednesday. · 

. The Ske ptics want 
. clairvoya n ts ,  dowsers 
i "  and the l ike ,  from \;,) St()ckport and the rest 

;::t o f  G r e a t e r  
\- Ma nches te r , to come 

1 forw ard for te sting to 
; see if their claims are 

true . Large re w ards � have been offe r � d  for 
. - a r. v o r ' a "> l �  t o  
: d·� mc 1st . ' � e  1-'aranor­
. ·mal abi litie s in c ont-

roll�d settir..gg . 
:..,._ . · T h o u s a n d s o f  
: .  pounds can be won, 

but so far nobody has 
been able to demon..st­
rate the v a l i di ty of 
their c l a i m  b e y o n d  

· reasonable doubt. 
The meeti ng �-ul be 

introduced by Dr �far­
tin Bridgestock, a >isi­
t�ng l e c tu r e r  fr o m  11 Au strail i a  w ho has 
been i nvolved in the 11 p aranormal a n d  it" s 
claims for many ye ars. 

Al so speaking ""ill 
be To by Howa r d ,  a 

ll comp utor re searcher 
a t  M a n c h e s t e r .  I University, who sai d  of 
a recent psychic fair 

1 he att e n d e d : .. 1 s a w  
nothing to coo...,ince me 
that there were a ny 

' p e o p l e  with sp ecia l 
· powers."' 
· And a demonstra­
. tioo of h o w  vunerable 

people are to cl ev er 
misdirection will be ­
undertaken by profes; 
siooal magician Frank � 

Koval. 

voya.TJt.s, Ch:-..s tia."l fundamen tali.sts and' so on. 
The m o v e :nent, alread y s trong lii Ameri c a  (of  course) , A astralia and for some reason Sweden, is c : :r..in g to Brit.8Jn and intends tO start a Ma!1:: :-:ester group with an ina u gural 

mee:.ing at :."'le friends Meeting House in 
Mo1.l!; t S trE-e : .  Ma."1chester, on Dec ember 9, 
(thot.!gh Ll-J e;e  1s n o  c o r.ol1ec tion with the 
Socie ty of Fr. e nds). 

T!"Je first .x-ssion v.ill hear from an Austra­U an  �ect.urer � e en ro disprove the claim o f' L"le cr�a:im: s c : e :.ce peool e  - you know, the 
m . .LSg-...:1aed ty::;es who believe the Bible can be ta ug!-. t  as a s -:: : e nce subjec t.  

A:-so on �:-. e bill are a cc.mputer researcher fl;OJ7l �Janch t � :.er worried about the increasin g  ��a1�..s of psy ::u�s and cl�r.-oyant.s, a n d  pro­
IesslC-nal ma g-:c1an FranK Koval, who will 
show just ho,.· far t.nclcs can take one dov.-71 L'le path of foo l; :-. g  t)ome of L�e people all of the tLrne . . .  \\-�i:h the : oanies o n  one side a.'1d t..'l-le antt­
!oor:lE-5 OI? .�:= o ther. it's a good job most of us 
m tt.e nu c � ::  a:e re asonab ly sane and take 
boLl-J si des w: :.:; a pinch of s al t  . . . or two. 

The �fes� ::. ge :- Fri da y  DE>oe m be r  4 th  1 9 E '7 . P�e 5 

Wo u ld yo u b e l i eve it? 
A GROL"'P o f  l oc al  ' d.i.s ::-� li e ve rs' 
w i ll  h o l d  a m e e t ir. g a t  t h e  
Fri e n ds' :'\fe e t in g  H o-..: s e  in t h e  
cit)_,s 1\foU!lt Stree t n E> X"': Wed.n e s­
dBy - to fo:-m a societv. 

The aim i s  t o  fo� � a local 
'Skeptical Soc i e tY

_ 
to i.=. ve s ti" a t.e  

cl..ail:::..s of  th e  paranorm.a.l s u c h  as 
U F O  s i g h t i n g s , t e l e p a t h y ,  
po l t e rge i s t s ,  c) airvoya...."'l. c e  an d  
metal -b.e...""J.ding.- ' 

Be gin.n.ing at 7.30p� t he mE>e · tin.g � be in trod u oed by visiting 
leoc ture r Dr � 1art:i.n B ri d.gs t.oc k.. 
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<:·s
·
potl ight 

·

· ·on 
paranormal· · 

TELEPATHY, po l te rge} s t s ,  1.-- By Chris Sou thern chtirvo�·ance and UFO Sight- . 
ings ·are Just a few of the sub- t i c a l  m o\'em e n t  is  open m i n ded 

· jec ts �·h1ch wil� com e under to w a rd s pa ra n ormal ph-=nom�n a ,  
the mi c roscope I n  1\far.cbesV.:r t h ey beli �\·e c l a i ms s h o u l d  b e  
next week. c il rdu l l y  te sted .  

For the \'e ry  fi r s t  meet i ng of_th e  "I -�·o u l d  b e  del ighted t o  d i s­
c ity's Skeptics  gro.u p - a �ociety c oH:r for i n sta nce that someone · wh i c h  wi l l  i nvestigate c l a i ms o f c o u l d  a c tu a l ly comm u n i c a te with 
the. para norm a l - is to b e  held t h e  d e a d ,  b u t  t h e r e i s  n o  
o n  Wednesd ay. e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h i s  cari be done." 

To b y  H o w a r d ,  a · � o m l?" u t e r  T o b y ,  w h o  i s  h o p i n g  t h a t  
re se a rcher a t  t h e  Um\·e rs lty o f b e twe e n  1 00  a n d  200 people will Ma n ch ester, i s  t h e  pri m e  plO\'e r  attend t h e  fi rst m eeting at the be h i n d  t!:e �!a � ch e st£r s c :1e�y. Frie nds·  ��t t:t i;,g ;rvuse in �:ol,tr,t  

He tuhi .\!etro News: ·"Th e  S ke p- S t r e e t ,  on D e c e m b e r  9 ,  _ a t  
tics are a worl d w i d e  mo\·e m e :- t · . 7 30 pm·, says : . . with stro:.g e s ta bl i s h ed gro u p s  m · · ·1 w o u ld l i ke to pub l i c i se the 
th e  Un ited State� . . · .  . · · . . fa c t  that there are ·: people who _. 

"There h a s  b e e n  some mtere s t  are l o o k i n g  at t h e s e  t h i n g s  i h  a 
i n  t h e  mo\·e ment  in B rita i n  i n_ the r a t i o n a l  way a n d  if anyone is  
l a st fi\'e to s i x  yea rs, but I b e h e\'e inte rested · i n  i m·estiga ting the 
t h i s  is  the fi rst gro u p  in th e  Man- . · p a r a n o m a l  o r  in meeting people · ·· 
ch e ster are a . "  . .. . . · wi t h  s i m i l ar interests they are · 

1-Je clai:!ls t h at wh � l
.
e t h e  Skep- very "7·e_l c o m e

_ �
corn� al o�g. " 

He;  is especi a lly intere5ted i n  
t h e  claims o f  clairvoyants a n d  
psych ics to pred ict t h e  fut:ure. · . 

He recently attended a psyc h i c  
fa ir i n_ M a n c heste r. "Nea rly a l l  
t h e  people seemed v e ry  · s i ncere ,  
b u t  I s a w  n oth ing t o  cqnvi n c e  1!1 e  
that  th ere were a ny people w 1 t h  
s p e c i a l  power. But s i n c e  . they 
were c h a rg i ng about £6 for a 1 0-
m inute . consultation I ' d . l i ke to 
s e e  a ca reful ch_eck�ng ·or the i r  
a b i l i t i e s  u n d e"r c o n t r o l l e d  
cond itions." .-

The meeting will  be atte n d e d  
b y  gu est spea ker D r  Marti n B ri d g­
stock, a vis �ting lecture r  . fro m  
A m e r i c a ,  a n d  by· p r o fe s s 1 o n � l  
magi c i a n  Fra n k  Kova l who w i l l  
d e-m o n strate j u st h o w  Yul n e ra b l e  
h u m a n  b e i n g s a r e t o  c l e v e r  
mi sdirecti on . · . 

There w i l l  a l so be a video ta pe 
of some sensational  stu d i e s  i n  the 
U S  of faith-he ii l i n g  fra u d �. · 

·
·Manchester Ev�n i:1g News : Monday, December 7, 1 987 

�-Mihd '�bUt, . . . th�r�'s 
;. : _ �� . .' 

I 
t· • . •  ...-� 

a Skeptic .:aboUt ! ·. 
By I•e ter Sh arples the Fr.iends' �eeting House, in �lou�t 

Street Manchester; o n  Wednesday. ' :· THE . myth-expl oders are comi n g  to . Toby Howard, "  a u ni versity computer Man·chesttr. · · · · 

·. · · · researcher who recently attended a ! Their mission . . To boldly g.o to any psyc hic fai r  in the c i ty said: "Nearly len gths to ex_pose cr�ckpot cla1noyants all the people there see'!l� sincere, and so-called psyc h 1cs. . . bu t  1 saw nothing to convmc� me_ that -�nd .,to _shoo� down ID fla!Des . any : there wefe · any peopl�·-.. �i.t�.  Speci�J rhoary· old' sto_r�es of l1'0 s1ghtm gs, -= powe��-· .:-�- . · . · . :_ .- ;:: ... ·.:� :-�_-. .  � � ;  - " m i racle'.' fa l t h - healers - an� met�l·.: · · • . .  · · :· - , . .. · .._- ' · - · � - � , • •  : b ders -· ' .:.  · · · -. • · : - ·. - .  : ·  :: : :: · ;._ . :� · e Sceptic�. who may oe tem pl-e(! not . to 
1 

e�he "Skeptical Society aim · to -expose 
· 

take the aims of the Skeptical Move­
, once and for al l  the charlatans who ment seri o usly because of the strang_e 

make money o u t  of s u pe rstit ion. . way they s pell  theit name, should be.ar · Leadin g l ights of the local Skephcal i n  mind that the .  moHment has 1ts , m o v e m e n t  . ..... . a r e. ,  .. l_e c t_u_r e r � _ _ a_n d _ -. origins . i n the . UniteiL �ta._!e�, _�here researc hers at �a.nch e-ster Umv�rs1 ty . . . they spe l l _d i fferently . .  ":. . _ -;:, � . : --.. : i . Tli�y will  hold an mau g u ral meeti n g  at · . 
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Toby Howard 's PSYCH IC DIARY 
ln recent years , popular ideas a bout the 

paranormal have und ergone a su btl e ,  but very 
important transformation . The em ergence of 
the "New Age" has brought about a kind of 
grana unification of many of the fringe and 
paranorm al interests traditionally label l ed 
"occult ."  Along with this regrouping has come 
an extraordinary growth in recognition and 
respectability, and , more dangerously , a shift 
in what is popularly regarded as scientific 
fact .  Certainly New Age thinking embodies 
what many would consider laudabl e  ideals-­
positive lifestyles, self-help and development, 
environmental  awareness--but on the other 
hand it c arries along with it many of the 
irrational trappings of its predec essors . Think 
of any occult/fringe su bject ,  and the chances 
are that it will slide smoothly into th e N ew 
Ager 's  world -view and vocabulary. One of the 
chara cteristics of the New Age is its 
diversity,  and many of the traditional follies 
find themselves re-expressed in  the new 
system . S piritualism casts off its dusty doily 
image and becomes channeiling--Red I ndian 
spirit guides and all; energies supposed to 
radiate from th e fingers of natura l healers 
now come from hi-tech pocket-sized electronic 
d evi ces. One of Britain ' s  largest and most 
w e l l - o r g a n i s e d  s o u r c e s o f  N e w  A g e  
paraph ernalia is Brighton 's "Unicorn Place" 
(39,  Duke Street, Brighton,  BN l 1 AG) .  Within 
the pages of its mail-order catalogue New 
Agers can find just a bout all  the gadgetry 
they need.  All th e more popular forms of 
"New Age science" are collected and 
presented as a complete package. For New 
Agers there is an implicit continuity: once 
they accept the truth of, say, p endulum 
d o w s i n g , t h e  r e s t  f o l l o w s - - p a l m i s t r y ,  
phrenology,  pyramid power, crystal power, 
c hanneliing . All are valid, everything is 
proven.  So, after t his  onslaught of all  things 
fringey, it comes as something of a surprise 
when the order form rather grudgingly 
announces, " ' The Unicorn Place '  c laims no 
mystical, medical or esoteric powers with any 
of our advertised products . "  What a letdown ! 

The subject of "anomalous phenomena" is 
one which stirs the passions in many free­
think ers and sk eptics.  Two pu bli cations which 

approach the subject in strikingly cliff erent 
ways are Fortean Tim es and Science 
Fronti ers . Fortean Times (96, Mansfield Road, 

London NW3 2HX)  is a quarterly pu blication 
edited by Bob Rickard , also responsible for 
the recent Brook e  Bond 'Paranormal ' card 

seri es (see B&IS 1 . 2 ) .  Each issue is crammed 
with reports i often highly anecdotal) from 
around the worl d of unusual ,  bizarre,  and 
frequently hilarious happenings . Typical topics 
include rains of fish , spiders, and winkles, 
"faces"  in the sky,  hum ans with horns , feral 
children , strange coincidences,  exploding 
chickens . . .  The secret is not to take it all 
too seriously--FT is often infuriating, but 
always entertaining . Along similar lines, but 
much m ore restrain ed, is the work of William 
Corliss , whose bimonthly Science Frontiers 
(Source book Project, P .O .  Box 107 , Glen Arm,  
MD 2 1057 ,  USAJ newsletter is full of strange 
reports mostly culled from respectable 
scientific journals such as Nature . Mr Corliss 
i s  an arch etypal free-thinker; whil e he 
sometimes juxtaposes respectable scientific 
reports with wild speculations,  he m ore often 
presents his data without comment ,  l eaving 
the ball squarely in the reader 's  c ourt. Can 
explanations be found within established 
scientific knowledge for strange o c currences 
such as e arth noises , flashes in the sky ,  rains 
of o bjects ,  marin e phosphorescen c e ?  Or must 
we declare them "paranormal , " invo king alien 
visita tions,  mystical p owers , and the rest? 
Whatever one ' s  outlook ,  Science Frontiers is 
a fascinating record of reli a bly reported 
pnenomena, whose very strangeness s hows just 
how much th ere still is to und erstand and 
discover. 

S p irits whose tal ents li e on th e musical 
side should contac� medium Rosemary Brown 
(see B&I S  1 .4 ,  "Mark Plummer on G ay 
Byrn e " ) ,  who is recording a new LP . In the 
past, Ms Brown has been the channel for 
"new" works by decomposed composers such 
as  Chopin , Liszt, an d Beethoven . Other 
posthumous collaborators have included 
Einstein, Shaw,  Russeil , and Jung, and she 
claims to have rec ently met Gershwin and 

· John Lennon. Extraordinary, but that is not 
all ; as Ms Brown says , "they have instruments 
on the other side we have n ever seen . "  

Have you ever been intrigued by 
c oincidences ? Thanks to Predi ction ' s  "Occult 
Question Tim e "  page I can reveal their true 
significance at last . They are , and I quote. 
" psychic  s ignposts aiong life 's  highway. They 
show the beholder that th ey are on the right 
path towards evo iution and that they are in 
harmony gen erally with the universe .  Not a 

lot of people know that . . .  



30 The Bri t is�: & l risr1 S � e � : 1 c  

T H E  • A L T E RN A T I V E • 

I N  A L T E RN A T I V E  1\lf E D I C I N E  
MICHAEL HEAP 

was interested to read that Toby 
Howard attended this year 's  Alternative Medi ­
cine Exhibition in London (B&IS I . 5) .  My wife 
and I visited the 1985 event . I recall the 
sunny July day in affluent K ensington .  Actual: 
ly, it was the same day as Bob G el dof's ' Live 
Aid ' concert on behalf of Africa 's  starving 
and famin e-stricken mill ions .  As w e  ap­
proached the opulent Exhibition Centre ,  a 
young man thrust a l e afl et into my hand.  It  
said . 'We are suffering a h ealth crisis of  
enormous and growing proportions , '  and attri ­
buted this to our diet and farming method s .  
Thus warned , w e  qui c k ened our pace,  and 
soon found ourselves asc ending the richly car­
peted stairway leading to the exhibition halls . 

There were two e xhibition areas,  huge 
rooms l ined with stall upon stall -- 1 7 1  of th em-­
displaying every conc eivable aid to good 
health to go unreported  in  th e most compre­
h ensive medical textbook.  There were phials 
and boxes of potions an d pills ,  elixirs and vit­
amins . exotic perfum es , me chanical contrap­
t ions and el ectroni c apparatus , precious 
stones and crystals , al l  overseen by healthy , 
smiling , confident  Experts . 

I was interested in hypnosis,  for which 
there w ere a number of Experts . The first 
Expert I saw was Euro p e ' s  Leading Hypnotist .  
I have s een Europe 's  Leading Hypnotist a 
number of times . On t his occasion, he was a 
man called David Canova .  I must confess I 
had never heard of him . He sold videotapes 
to stop you from smoking and wetting your 
bed ,  to improve your s ports performance ,  pass 
your exams,  and so on . His leaflet said his  
methods were used by the ancient Egyptians . 
the Greeks,  and th e Romans,  amongst others . 
' It is as NATURAL as life itself. ' In fact,  
nearly every stall  I went to impressed on m e  
that the medic ines o r  m ethods were NATU­
RAL.  So here was my first c lue  a bout alter­
native therapies- -they are all NATURAL. But I 
was confused about what NATURA L meant.  

Europe ' s  Leading Hypnotist gave me a s e c ­
ond clue as t o  t h e  nature o f  alternative ther­
apies :  many of them are associat ed with , or 
actually named after, some rare and extraor­
dinary p erson . S o  we have: the Feldenkrais 
method , the Alexander  technique,  Rolfing,  
Shirley Price aromathera py ,  the Proudfoot 
Hypnosis Centre ,  the Matthew Manning 

Centre . and the McTimon ey Chiropra ctors . 
Sometioes we were favoured by having the  
person present in th e flesh .  Mr Proudfoot was 
there. His credentials for this form of beatifi ­
cation included his having been a :Member of 
Parliam ent- -Conservative , of course .  A lady 
called l·rsula Markham sat s erenely, as befits 
someone who is a ' cla irvoyant and hypnoth era­
pist . '  :\'ot only could you buy her book , but 
you could have it autographed.  Two ladies, 
striking �Y similar in appearan c e  but unrelated ,  
offered a combination o f  s piritual healing and 
psychot herapy cal led ' soul directed therapy . '  
I n  the i :  information sheet they ask,  ' But does 
the patient becom e dependent on the two 
therapists? At £90 a session it 's  essential 
they learn to help themselves . '  I 'm sure these 
two la d ies know all  a bout helping themselves. 
In the ieafl et on 'The Magic Story of Pelgar 
Herbs ' we read of how the herbs are grown 
and gat hered by the shores of the Mediterra­
nean UL der the supervision of herbalist Fran co 
di Zanc ariny. We are told that ' Franco,  being 
an art i s t .  then retires from the world for a 
few w e �ks whil e he is combining them t oge­
th er.  ( Sometimes he emerges with a white 
beard . ) ' But th e highest accolade must surely 
go to Dr Edward Bach of Bach Flower Reme­
dies�. Dr Bach discovere d  his remedies by 
working himself into a p articular 'negative 
state o: mind '  or physical  complaint and then 
wanderi.Eg off down the fields and lanes until 
he foun d a flower whic h  immediately allevia­
ted his �ental or physical  suffering. Remedies 
for 'al l  known n egative states of mind from 
which r:::ankind can suffer' were thus discov­
ered . There are thirty-eight of th ese, and as 
they in : lude th e tribulations of puberty and 
the me:::.opaus e ,  Dr Bach ' s  achi evement must 
be cons idered quite extraordinary .  

And jere we have anoth er c lue .  Al l  these 
alternat :  ve therapies promised you so much 
more t t -3n conventional m edicine .  'Open the 
windows of your mind . '  ' Develop latent talents 
and gif:s . '  'Move through life with ease . ' 
' Look a::.d  feel younger and more attractive, ' 
' Be c ome a God incarnate within the physi cal 
body . ' Our old family doctor wouldn't have 
stood a chanc e  here . Dear, kind ,  gentle Dr 
Walker-·  · rry some of these pills , love, they 
migh t m =ke you feel a bit better . '  None of 
that her e �  

Michael H eap i s  Prin cipal Clinical Psychologist at  Middlewood Hospital ,  Sh effield , a lecturer in 
psychology at the University of Sheffiel d ,  and  Honorary Secretary of the British Society for 
Exp erimental and Clinical  Hypnosis.  
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You see. Or Wai t er didn ' t  treat T H E  
WH OLE PER SON.  A l l  t h e  exp ert s a t  t h e  exhi­
bition said 'WE TREAT THE WHOLE PER­
SON . '  This decl arati on was usu al ly made in  
reverential tones with a solemn nod of the 
head .  'WE TREAT THE WHOLE PERSON . '  
said the lady i n  charge o f  the Reflexology 
sta l l .  nodding beautifully.  I asked h er if there 
was any evidence that a l l  the organs of the 
body are c onnected to  the feet.  She  said 
they aren 't  those sort of connections.  I per­
severed .  ' Are there any predictions your theo­
ry makes whi ch c an be replicated by others ? '  
S h e  said ' I 've told you, WE TREAT TH E 
WHOLE PERSON;  you can't  replic ate A 
WHOLE PERSON. ' Ah.  the power of words!  
' Food for thought . '  she added,  as I gave my 
feet a puzzl ed stare .  

' You c an change your mind and im prove 
your life ' with NATURAL su bliminal percep­
tion . '  Not only that,  but you can a l leviate 
your d epression,  increase your memory c apa­
city ,  d evelop your psychic a bilities and im­
prove your 1 0-pin bowling by l istening to th e 
appropriate subliminal perception tape .  The 
messages are masked by the sound of waves . 
Naively I asked the Expert , a young ,  fast­
talking Australian,  if it would make more 
sense to be a ble to hear what was being 
said .  He replied ' No. the messages go to your 
subconscious mind. As you 're talking to m e .  
a l l  t h e  noise around y o u  is being registered in 
your su bconscious mind . If I were to d eeply 
hypnotise you , your subconscious mind would 
recall everything you ' re not l istening to. ' I 
ventured to ask how the user c an be sure the 
message is really on the tape.  ' If you put the 
tape on an oscil loscope,  you ' l l  see the noise 
up here and the message down there , '  he 
said,  waggling his  finger in  the empty air 
arou nd him. I could have listened to this 
young man for hours . His pamphlet c ontained 
endorsem ents by two Experts . One. Professor 
Philip A .  Hansen, Ed .D .  of California State 
University .  is q uoted as s aying that the sub­
liminal programmes 'are a very powerful tool 
using high level research and State of the 
Art technology. ' There i s  a photograph of 
Professor Hansen in front of a microphon e .  
presum ably uttering th ese very words .  

I remember as a student researc hing subli ­
minal  perception and having a hard time 
attempting (and indeed fail ing)  to detect its 
microsc opi c effect (if. indeed ,  there is an 
effect  at all ) on human experience and behav­
iour.  And this wa s anot her t hing that stru ck 
me about  a l t ern a tive  medi cine .  Eit h er t h e  
ideas a r e  contrary t o  a l l  t h e  avail able  sc ienti-

. , .., ,) j 

fi e knowledge or when t h e  wretched scientists 
bother to investigate th em the effe cts  are 
minimal or non- exist ent . Take biofeedback . for 
example . on which  there were several Experts 
at the exhibition . I sn 't  it just like a scient ist 
to c ome u p  with the discovery that.  more 
often than not , false feedback is just as 
effective as true feedback or no feedback at 
all? In other words ,  people relax regardl ess 
of whether the apparatus is  working or not . 
Are the practitioners at al l  influenced by t h e  
objective evidence?  Perhaps t h e  c omment of 
the Kirlian photographer gives an indication . 
To my enquiry ,  ' What kind of energy is it 
that you photograph? '  he  replied, ' I t ' s  ele ctro­
magnetic  energy--but it ' s  not recogRised by 
scientists . ' 'Not recogni sed by sci entists ' :  is 
that,  I wonder,  a subtle sel l ing point- - lik e 
' I t ' s  not available on the National Health ' or.  
for that matter, ' It ' s  a NATURAL remedy ' ?  
And what exactly is  the meaning of NATU­
RAL? Well ,  I picked up a pamphlet by the 
Natural M edicine Society entitled ' The Threat 
to Natural M edicines . '  The pamphlet voi c es 
the Society's  disapproval of Government inten­
tions to make NATURAL medicines su bjec t  to 
the sam e scrutiny for safety and effi cacy as- ­
I suppose you could say--UNNATURAL medi­
cines.  M edicines whi ch are NATURAL, it is  
argued ,  have been proved to be harmless and 
effi cacious  by th eir usage over the centures .  
Is ,  t herefore , the real  meaning that a NATU­
RAL remedy is one that does not require any 
c onfirmation of its s afety or validity? 

So, my search for the alternative IN a lt er­
native m edi cine ends with my wondering if  
there i s  an alternative TO alternative medi­
cine. Perhaps it  would have bneen useful to 
have had a 1 7 2nd stal l .  One where. before 
reaching for their wallets, cheque books ,  or 
A c c ess c ards . p eople are asked to  consid er 
whether they real ly need any of the pi l ls .  
potions.  supplements , contraptions ,  and assor­
ted paraphernalia being peddled in the name 
of good h ealth . Instead . they might be encour­
aged to really take responsibility for th eir 
health and well-being, rather than to believe 
that these are things to be entrusted.  for a 
fee. to self-st yl ed expert s :  to adh ere to a 
healthy diet . take s impl e .  regul ar exercise .  
avoid cigarettes and alcohol . put  tim e aside 
for relaxat ion , recreation. and socialising . and 
so on . P erha ps also to recognise how fortun­
ate  we in the West are to  be able  to  even 
cont emp l at e  such luxuries as the alt ernat ive 
medicine industry offers us . and how in reali ­
ty  most of our ai lments and c omplaints are as 
not hing compared t o  the dai ly suffering  and 
mis ery of many of our fel low beings . 
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WITCHCRAFT . THE BBC . AND 
RESPONS IBILITY 

Michael  Hu:chi.r1sor. 

- ·- - - -· - -- - - - - -- - -- -- - -- - · - -·--- - -----

" O p e n  to Ouestio r: " .  B BC 2 .  O c to oe :- .  198 7 :  
�·��t.�<.?!:_� ·· . BB�. �ov em �e r l ?.L :.Q8�7:.....:· . ____ _ 

Wi th s u c n  inte rvi ewees as A:-::; ::;- S c argir . 
Peter Tat c � e l l .  . anci a - eading :n e :;1  "6e:- of t � e  
Fre emasons,  B BC 2 ' s  O o e n_ to _ _9�e-�_ii_o_n--ir. 
which a young at;dien c e  asks -che �'.l esiions-­
t ends to oe controve:-s:a: . Prod t; c e r  S tewar:: 
Lamont admit.s t:-.at the ?rogra:nm e  :s  · a  forum 
fo:- disct:.ssing . . .  con�roversia� �ae a s .  Bt:.� 
;;.·aving two witc hes rm t h e  ?rogra :n m e  : ed t.o 
its oeing the main suo.i e c t  of anothe r  BBC 
?rogr a:n m e .  N �-t�qr_� -

A c c ording to · Anna Fore , c o - p ::- es enter o f  
::he a c cusa t i on w ;:� s  

. . � . .  
illa a e  -:::ra -.  tr. e  

witches managea t o  ' oewitch t.r.ei:- yollng 
a: 1ciienc e.  guii ef�� ily ri eEe c ti n g  tnei:- q u e sdons 
anC. charming 
c: onfronT-at.ion . 

:he::- way throt:.gP. r.ne 
Reve:-er. d  D avi ci �1a:{ e pea c e  

said that i t  was ' C.angerous t o  yo'-.:!:1gsters 
a n d � -whatever th e ��Q; _Q _ _  T�ffi_e_� �:� :. ::::g ::;.ay 
have saic about Haliowe- en oeing a harmless 
:·estivai--irresponsible of -che B BC . '  

Unfor::unatei.y,  I on:y saw the �ast  fiv e  to 
:.en :ninutes of the origi:1ai ir:tervi ew, whic !-1  
was about thirty-five minutes iong .  I was 
e s p e c iaily interested �ecaus e I ::av e �et tne 
wit ch e s .  Janet and S r.ewart Farra:- . and have 
:-eaci S t ewart ' s  book Wh_a_t _ _W_i_t_�b.__�-�-_ D o .  

Reverend Ma"K e p e a c e  was aliowec � o  · make 
il .:: 1 .;..::n ' �asting thre e or :our IT!ir::.n. e s  -:.:1 whi c �  
h e  made h i s  protest.  As may b e  exp e c t e d .  h i s  
: �1m t o o k  the Christi an view -c � a t  anything 
other than Christianity was wrong anc must 
�e dabbling with t!'le d ev:l . He �n c:.':.laed 
c om m e n ts from a psychia�rist who has dealt 
with ?ati ents sup?osecily ciist'..lr�ed by 

involv e m ent in the oc c ult .  A:so interviewee 
was a woman who haci �een in a c oven for 
ten years.  She spoke of s e e ing e man arop 
ri eaci after � eing c'..lrseri and of �eing 
frigh t e n e d  r.o i.eave the c over. .  

��t��L� inc ; u d es � :1e  ?artici?ation o f  a 
st udio audi e n c e .  two memoers of whi c h  were 
:n  -c ;; e  or: g:na1  progra:r. :n e  a:lC as�{ ed the 
Fa.::-rars q u e s �ions . The : :::-s :: �:;.o ::ea e ? a s s e. g e  

The British & I rish Skeptic 

::-om D euteronomy i:1 w h i c h  divi:1a�:on ana 
w: �chcraft were forbicide :: .  Stewart Far;ar 
:- e ? ii e d t�at  
o::-iests of 

�e -thoGght : ::. :s was s:m ?�Y : � e  
�h e d m e  n o t  wa:: t i n g  c:ny 
:Ma :< e ?ea c e a c c-:..s ed t!J.e Farra:-s 

o :  nea�. ;y s i d e -stepping :::1e ques::or. a::d 
:> : � �s e q u ently fa�s eiy equati::g �i b l i c a l  prophecy 
wi::h  o c c ul t  ciV:::at ion ,  ask-:.�g ::he viewer · no 
·.:o:l :{�OW the  a::: ere n c e  ? "  :'J'o.  R everen d .  I 
C.o� ' t .  And :ny cic tionary was no h e � p  ei:::e:- .  

t • • � • • 
a1.v:..::1atto:: said : 

c.:scovery of unknowr: or fut u:-e o:.­
S � ? er:-wiural :n eans;  sk:i :f� i for e c ast:  �ood 
guess . (I e s p e c ially like -cr:e  � a s t  7_wo ' )  o: 
?:-op;-,ecy ' : ' Fa c :lity of a prophet;  ?ro ph e:: c 

�neranc e ;  foret el.i:ng of ft:�t.:re events . ·  
Th e s ecor.d qu estion er asked th e Farrars if 

� � ey icientify -r:heir :-e:igion today w: : ;-. 
Canaanite wors;; ip of Baa�  a n ri Ashtarot�.  
That they dicr. · t  upset  oo::h the q � e s :� o :-t e :­

anri tl; e R evere::ri Makepea c e ,  w h o  s e e :n  too 
prejudic e d  to a c c e pt -r::-,ar.  ar:y fo::-� o� 
'N:-:: c h craft can have goori ir. t entions . 

Even s�ewart Lamon t �greec that these 
::wo questions �ad not � e e :1  answereci .  Bu t 
pernaps h e .  ::oo . is prejucic e ci .  as [ know tr,a:: 
:;e was onc e- - a � d  :nay sr,:.�  b e--a part -t1 rn e  
preacher . H e  workeC. for s o m e  t i m e  :::  . t :t e  
Re� �g: o n s  riepart:::1 e:1t o f  the B B C  in S c or.!an ri .  
Howev e :- ,  Lamon : C.:c defe r: C.  the Fc:.r:-ars :: o  

s o ::; e  extent,  saying that h e  di ci n ' t  �eiieve 
the.v were Sa�a nisr. s ;  �na:: the:"· represe::�  
somethi::1g --::ha1: wo-:;; ri �e �etter d e s c ri b ed : :: 

:-: �s  vocarn�lary as ' Druiciic . re ligion 0:' O . C.  
?aga�. C eltic r: tes , p eople  who c a s �  s p eEs a n d  
rea:l:v w o r k  n a t u r e  magic ; -;: � ey r eeEy wo::-s�: � c 
Yfor.:-te:- Earl;-, , a:1ri :�at ' s  :: :: e  !d:1ci of r e : �gio:1 
they put a cross . not th:s sc:.tanic r:te whid: 
3G osr,:�'..l�es � l! e  d evil for Goci and :s a:: 

ups�de -ciown vers:o;: of orthocox re: igior: .  
T :,  e attac ks o n  � h e  Fn:-:-ars were � a ci e  0 :1  

re:igious anci r.ot rational. g;ounds . The :- e  are 
-�w o typ es of witchc:'aft� c a .i � e ci  ' white ' (o� 
' r:ght-hand ed ' )  a ne ' biac k '  ( o :- ' left -hand e c ·  L 

White witc h c r aft (or Wi c c a--t�e c :aft of 
the wis e )  is qt:.ite � a:-m�ess ,  be:ng practised oy 
sin c er e  peopie  with gooci i:: t:.c:1ti on s .  It has 
done far l e s s  harm than probably any othe� 
:-eEgion i:1 the wor:d. That th ey believe in 
paranormal phenomena such as tarot c ara 
reading, astrology, f ort':.ln e  teEing,  astral 
projec tion ,  etc . .  is in my vi ew W�c c a ' s  oniy 

riraw�a c k .  My k.::1ow�edge of white wit c !'l c raft 
ieads me to a c c e p t  that its basi c  bei iefs in a 
�ig:-: e:- � e i:::g are  as �ogi cai  as thos e of any 
o ;:n e r  r e ligio n .  �-r. i r. e  w i � c n e s  qo ____ not worship 
:::-1e  a evE . aithm;.g:-; t.r. e�r go a' : s  a �or�ed 
goc . H o r n s  w e r e  oniy assoc iateC. w: t r. : r: e  

c ev: " �y  � � e  c :-: r : s t : n :-1  c � u :- c �  : n  t h e  :\1: cid�c 
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Ages . so thet it c oulc then sey, ' Loo� . those 
heath ens are worshipping a hor:t eri goci,  a:1d 
as the cievil has horns , they are wo:-srli pping 
the devil . ' A good reason to hang or burn 
someone . no doubt . 

T=:ose who involve them selves 1r. bla ck 
witchcraft are dangerous , but not clue to any 
supernaturai 'power· .  T h ey are people 
prepared to do a nything evil in  their belief 
that the devil will give them powe:- and 
ric h e s .  

None o f  this w a s  taken into c onsideration 
in the criticism of the Farrars. It  was not 
maae c lear whether the women in 
Makepea ce's film was involved in wrm:e or 
bla c k  witchcraft. If she had been in a bla ck 
c oven , then she would have had every reason 
to have · been frightened of its m em bers . I 
doubt, though, that a white c oven would have 
been intimidating to any rational person . As 
they also believe that an evil spell rebounds 
on the spell-maker, it is silly to suggest that 

it was a white coven whi c h  ' c ursed'  someone . 
(Of cours e , I am not a c c epting that this  

happened as reported.  I want more proof than 
someon e ' s  word . )  It was s om ewhat amusing to 
hear this woman a dmit to belief in Goci ' s  love 
and ,  in th e same breath, a c cuse the Farrars 
of d e c eiving themselves in their beliefs . H er 

reason ? That there are only two pow ers , one 
is  God ' s  and one is S atan ' s .  

It is  easy to s e e  how a c cuseci W:tches 
were persecuted in the Middle Ages by the 

attitude of one young m em ber of Network 's  
studio audience who was c o nvinc ed tt.et th e 

Farrar 's 'weren 't  honest p eople,  they weren ' t  
true . '  How s n e  knows t h e  Farrars were 
dishon est, I don 't know. Could it again be 
preju dice? Although a skepti c ,  I support th e 

a ppearance of white witches on Open to 
Question , especially the Farrars, whom I like 
and who I believe want only to h elp people 
with their craft . A proper understanC...:.ng of 
wi tch craft is to be en c ourag ed,  for sound 
knowledge is not a ci an gerous thing . w:tches ' 
beli efs in paranorma l  phenomena sh ou�d be 
dealt with scientific ally in the same way as 
c laims by other so-called p sy chi cs ,  and not by 
someone with a prejudiced,  o pposing re:igious 
belief. 

Recomm ended reading 
What Witches Do, Stewart Farrar, London , 
197 1 .  Gooci insight into the beliefs anci 
c eremonies of a white wi tch .  Farrar does 

admit to making some mistakes in this book,  e 
comm enda ble action . 
The Encyclopedia of Witchcraft anc 
Demonol ogy, Rossell Hope Robbins,  Newnes , 
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� 934 . A non -s ensational , matter-of-fa ct �istory.  
Eight S ebbats for Witches , Janet ana Stewart 

Farrar,  Robert Hal e ,  1 9 8 1 .  

The Life a n d  Times of e Mod ern Witch,  
Piatkus ,  198 7 .  

M i chae1 Hutchinson is th e  UK distributor for 
Prorn eth eus Books. 

KILROY ON UFO'S 

Steuart Campbell 

"Kilroy , "  BBC 1, 9 . 20- 1 0 .0 am , 26 November,  
1 987.  

On 26 November 1987 the BBC 's ' Kilroy' 
programm e d ealt with the subject of UFOs.  It  
was a ramblin,  sometimes confused d ebate 
involving people who had made UFO report s ,  
UFO investigators , authors o f  U F O  books anc 
a few sc eptics (although no ' inform ed ' 
sc epti c s ) .  The prime s c e ptic seemed to be 
Adrian Berry, science c orrespondent of the 
DaEy Telegraph , but he suffereci from 
ign oranc e  of the subject.  At one point, he 
attribut ed the object in the Day film (a 'glow ' 
moving slowly along a bove a lin e  of trees) to 
a meteorite ! This was rightly s cornec by 

others , although no one expiaine d  that the 
object hac been identified as the surp1us fue� 

being burned off by an F-1 1 1  fighter whi ch 
late1· crashec.  Presenter Robert Kilroy-Silk 
kept a sKmg UFO-reporters whether th ey 

believed they had seen a ' UFO' without once 
airin g  the distincti on between what a person 
reports and the interpretations put u por. that 
report by th em and oth ers. Jenny Randles of 
BUFORA did point out that reports could be 
expl ained by all sorts of phenomena but 
alleged that about one in ten defeatec all 
attempts at explanation (of course she i s  
ignoring my explanations ) .  T h e r e  w a s  ar. 
interesting c omment from Ralph Noyes 
(ex-MOD) who expressed the view that if 
there was an offi cial ' c over-up '  i t  was to 
conceal the fact that government agencies 
cannot explain all the reports . I have been 
saying this for years . 

Steuart Campbell is a science writer living in 
Edin burgh , and a former h1vestigator for 
BUFORA . 
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RADIO SPIRITS 

Andrew Tomlinson 

"Soundings : The Medium and the Message , "  

BBC Radio 4,  Sunday 2 2  Novem ber, 1987.  

Presenter, Trevor Barnes; Editor, David 

Coombs; Researcher, Amanda Han cocks . 

On Sunday 22nd November, BBC Radio 4 
broad cast a docum entary which had as its 
basis an analysis of a performance by one of 
Britain ' s  most popular clairvoyants, Doris 
Collins . It was thus unfortunate that 'The 
Medium and the M essage, '  part of the 
'Soundings ' series , was flawed . Presented by 
Trevor Barn es,  it was a hotch-potch of ideas . 
Its half hour contained far too many brief 
snippets from interviews with far too many 
people to provide coherent anlysi s .  

M u c h  o f  the programm e was a m erry-go­
round of claim and counterclaim concerning 
the m oral ethics of spiritualism from the 
standpoint of the Christian religion . Their 

view was provided by the Rev. Clive Calver, 
General S ecretary of the Spiritualist 
Association of Great Britain. Added to this 
were the arguments of Canon Michael Perry, 
Archdea c on of Durham ,  who is both a member 
of the council of the Society for Psychical 
Research and chairman of the Churches 
Fellowship for Psychical and Spiritual Studies . 
h e  explained that the psychi c phenom enon 
"certainly exists" but, believing no one was 

1 00% successful,  was "very cautious of publis 

psychics . "  
The u bi quitous Brian Inglis was also 

involved. Asked why psychic power had not 
been used to discover the remedy for all 
known disease,  he replied, "Partly because 
we 're not that good at it, and p artly because 
science has blocked it. " 

By far a more interesting and palpa hie 
feature was provided by the recordings of 
Doris Collins on stage at South end. Th ese 

were scrutinized by David Berglas . 
The brief extracts presented l eft one in 

no doubt of Ms Collins ' a bility to entertain . 
With verve and enthusiasm , she exposed 
dramatic tales from th e lives of her audience.  

What was also clear was h er use of ' cold 
reading . '  Mr Berglas explained this entails 
fishing for information , changing or improving 
its presentation, then throwing it back.  

Com bin ed with an a bility to make a few 
inspired euesses. cold reading can,  if timec 
c orrectly, deceive an audience.  Doris Coli ins ' 

timing was impeccable.  

The British & Irish Skeptic 

Her technique was openly d emonstrateci by 
a conversation with one elcierly laciy: 

D. C . :  If :: av e  a gentleman here with you . 
He sejd to m e  .. I shared your life ! "  

Lady: Yes .  

D.  C . : "And I loveci you so much . "  
Lady : Yes . 
D. C . : He said to me "You know it was 

better for me to go first. " 
Lady: Yes . 

D.C. : H e  said "Will you tell h er I couldn' t  
have managed without her. " 

Lady: No. 

D.C. : H e  said "I wasn' t  the easi est you 
know. 

Lady: 
D.C. : 

difficult . "  
Lady: 
D.  C. : 
Lady: 
D. C . :  
Lady: 
D.C. : 

twice . '' 

No. 

He said "In fact I was very 

Yes . . .  that's  true. 

Did you nearly leave him? 
Yes . . .  yes . 
I ' m  trying to be c areful . 
Yes.  

' Cos he said "Sh e nearly ran away 

Lady: Yes . . .  that ' s  true . . .  although I wouldn't 
have done,  not really. 

D.C. : Well, you trie d !  
(Applause )  
In a similar fashion , she steered a 

conversation to seemingly reveal a lady's  

broth er-in-law had been "�en tally disturbed . "  
This was o nly after the lady had volunteered 
that the brother-L."'l-law had committe d  suicide,  
having made previous attempts to take his 
life. 

Not all Doris Collins'  attempts at apparent 
psychic contact were as impressive .  S h e  could 
only muster a nonchalant "No" from a 
teenager every time she asked if the phrase 
"you are standing at the crossroads" meant 
anything. This failure was unlucky , for as 
David Bergla s  pointed out, "it ' s  impossible not 
to be at the crossroads when you 're a 
teenager. " 

Although it was not obvious from the few 
Southend recordings included,  Doris Collins 
had apparently been wrong a large p erc entage 
of the time .  This fact was put to her towarcis 
the end of the programm e  by Mr Berglas .  "I 
wouldn' t  agree , "  she d efended herself, "what 
a lot of rot you are talking . . .  that's 
journalism ! "  
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BOOKS 
ANSWERS WITHIN . . .  

Wendy M .  Grossman 

The Straight Dope , by Cecil  A dams,  
Ballantin e, 1 986. 416  pp. $ 3 . 95* . 

According to the book review whic h  ongm ­
ally drew The Straight Dope to my attention , 
Cecil  Adams is a man few have ever met with 
a mind like the Encyclopedia Britannic a .  His 
column appears in a small host of "alterna­
tjve" newspapers in a num ber of citi es.  most 
notably Chicago and Baltimore . Readers send 
in question s ,  and A d am s  answers them . 
Questions a bout anything:  the best way to get 
rid of c ockroa ches (ori ginal qu estion and four 
field reports from "The T eeming Mill ions , "  as 
Adams dubs his readers ) ,  why there is no 
Channel One on Americ an tel evisions (standard 
is two to thirteen ) ,  h ow do they measure 
snow, do c ats have navels , how do the stripes 
get into toothpaste,  what would ha ppen if 
every person in China c limbed up on a c hair 
ana then all jumped off at exactly the same 
moment, c an man live by brea<i alone and if 
so for how lon g ,  why water doesn ' t  remove 
the fiery effect of hot spices . . .  

Adams answers all these and m ore i n  a 
lively, aggressive styl e .  For example,  m 

answer to the last auestion nam e<i a bove : "If 

you had been p aying a ttention in sixth-grade 
science class l ike you should 've,  Bobo , you 
would already know the answer to t�:s 
question , whi c h  can be summeci up thusly: oil 
and water don ' t  mix . "  

But t h e  insults work , or at l east they 
don't offend this reader,  the range of ques­
tions and answers is fascinating,  and he 
prints replies attacking his  answers and 
rebuts them thoroughly . 

A few of his entries d eal with the para­
normal: s pontaneous h um an combusti on, 
Carter ' s  UFO , vampires , d owsing, and th e lik e .  
In t h e  Carter case,  h e  quotes Robert 
Sheaffer, "independent research er for the 
Committee for Scientific Investigation of 
Claims of the Paranorm al . "  His answer on the 
subject of spontaneous human com bustion is a 
little disappointing, but the harci-cover version 
of this book was published in 1 984 , and th e 
subject was only dealt with in the Summer 
1987 issu e of The Skepti ca1  Inquirer . His en­
try on vampires lists the proper m ethods for 
killing them in the vari ous c ountries which 
they inhabit . 
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A�� in  a.:..:. , :.::e book is entertaining, lively, 
anci ir.:orr.-.ative . . . and unavailable in the UK . 
However.  do not ci es?air! If readers indica-te 
. � . m .. eres:. ,  we 
few copi es .  

a r e  prepared to try importing a 
It ' s  worth it.  

Wendy 
writer. 

M .  Grossman is a folksinger 
and e ditor of the B&I S .  

and 

The Human Aura 
Develop Your 
Psychic 
Power of 
Attract ion 

What strangE forces pull you toward another? Why do you 
at times experience uneasiness in the presence of some 
person . . .  without any apparent cause? The human 
organism ra diates psychic energy. This is the aura-a 
ft� of supersensitivity surrounding your entire body. 
This natural phenomenon is  part of the mysterious inner 
powers of self which every one has. but few understand. 
leam to master this phenomenon. Write today for your 
free copy of the Mastery of Life. lt tells how you may use 
this and other workable knowledge. Write: ScribeCPA-21 

· The ROSICRUCIANS IAMORC) 
......... '* llack llll c,.......... 

£. a.a.1 m liE. � 
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TE L:  380 0983 Open 1 0a m-8pm 
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LET TERS 
[We welcome letters from our readers. All letters rec eived are fair game for quotation and; or 
publication unless specifically labelled private. Letters may be edited for spa c e  and clarity . J  

DOONESBURY ...  

I am enclosing a set of 
Doonesbury cartoons from the 

Guardian which were pub­

lished this past August . . .  I 
think they do belong in the 
Skeptic ' s  files, if they are 

not there already .  

T h e  s e t  o f  cartoons is not 
actually complete . I couldn't  
resist ke eping the first of the 

series where Lord Hunk-Ra is 

introduc ed as very good­

looking both on and off the 
field of battle . "  After he is 

··slain , ignominiously by a 

t r e a c h e r o u s  m a n s e r v a n t ,  

2 1 ,000 y ears later Hunk-Ra, 

like so many of h is peers 

from anc i ent civilizations , sur­

faces in California . "  Having· 

lived in C alifornia ( Berkeley) 
in the ' 60 ' s ,  I can believe it. 

I have also kept back the 
strip · in which Boopsie ex­

plains what will happen when 

the harmonic convergence 

c omes. "There are , "  she says, 

'' supposed to be two strong 
possibilities. The first is a 

new age of insight and under­

standing, of mass unific ation 
of divine and earth-plane 

s elves. The other possibility 
is nuclear annihilation . "  And 
she adds, " Either way, there 

will proba bly be a crafts 
fair . "  I remember those from 

California, too. 
I am a great fan of Boop­

sie and her past lives. As a 
specialist in ancient art, I am 

particularly interested in what 
she has to say about her ear­

liest incarnations. In one 

strip last March she informs 

B . D . ,  her boyfriend,  that "a 

few lives after my incarnation 

as a Hittite concubine,  I be­
c ame a fresco painter at the 
Minoan pala c e at Zakro . "  

Now, this is very interesting . 

Since the context 

suggests that Boopsie was 
female in her Minoan life, 
although she doesn't actually 
say so,  sh� provides us with 

evidence for the employment 
of women in major Minoan 
crafts and this would q uite 
nic ely ac count for the 

particularly large number of 
women represented in Minoan 
wall painting (as compared 

with Egyptian, for instanc e) 

and the pacific nature and 

delicate handling of the 
subject matter. Boo psie ' s  
evidence should l e a d  t o  new 
and · important approaches to 
the study of Minoan painting. 

Perhaps more exciting is 
Boopsie 's  revelations about 
her l ife as a c ourtier to 
Queen Nefertiti in the same 

strip.  This was , she tells 

B.D. ..  th e _:"lrst time "I began 

to see the importance of a 
sense of self.:esteem . " She il­
lustrates her new awareness 
by sayin g  to Nefertiti , "Pull 
in that tush, Majesty. That's 

it. Feel the burn . "  This, as I 

am sure you cannot fail to 
see, is a statement which 
may revolutionize Old Testa­
ment studies. For Boopsie is 

here giving us evidence that 

the Hebrew captivity and 
most likely the Exodus took 

place in the 18th Dynasty 
under Akhnaton rather than, 

as many believe, in the 19th 
under Merenptah, the 14th 

son of Rameses the Great. 

For there is clearly no way, 

except through the influence 
of Moses as an intimate of 

the royal family that court­

iers like Boopsie ' s  Egyptian 
incarnation Boopshepsut could 

have learned to use a Yiddish 
expression (see L. Rosten, 

The Joys of Yiddish,  p 4 13). 

I must admit I would not 
mind having a chat with 

Boopsie myself as I ' m  having 

some problems understanding 
the nature of the Celtic dei­

ties I am currently studying 

and she might be able to give 
me help.  

Marjorie Mackintosh 

KNOCK 

In reply to Steuart Camp­
bells '  furth er comments regar­

ding Knock, I plead that some 

confusion is inevitable when 
an honest inquirer fac es wide­

ly divergent theories. Nicholas 
Humphrey and his team seem 

convinced that Archdeacon 
Cavanagh was so worried a­

bout his political reputation 
that he acquired a magic lan­

tern and worked out how to 
use a shaving mirror or the 
like to project lantern slides 
on the church gable for a 
couple of hours. Steuart 
Campbell puts forward dazz­

ling arguments for an astrono­
mical mirage,  followed by la­

ter reflections of the planet 
Jupiter on the same c hurch 
gable. 

I doubted that a mirage 

on a church gable should be 

a unique event in a single Ir­

ish village because I have not 

found reports of any similar 
' mirages' on any of the hund­

reds of church or house gab­
les in Ireland, or even else­

where. Moreover the common 
agreement of a number of 

witnesses tha the apparitions 
were of the Virgin Mary, Jo­

seph, and St. John, with an 

altar and a lamb, argues 

against a mirage and even a 

theory of group hallucination 

superimposed on 
seems far-fetched. 

a mirage 
Again , the 
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evidence that there were 
halos and orbs of light on the 
evening of 21 August 1879 , 
as well as on 6 January an ci 
9 February 1880, suggests 
that a combination of mirage 
and reflections of the planet 
Jupiter wouid indeed make 
this c hurch gable unique. 

Admittedly th� static na­
ture of the images makes the 
magic lantern theory m ore 
attractive. Most reports of 
visions of the Virgin Mary, 
even into modern times (as at 
Medjugorje) involve an appar­
ently living, moving figure . 
The KnQck tableau seems un­
ique, and the only comparable 
static apparitions sin c e  1879 
would appear to be 1) the 
vision of the Virgin hovering 
over a Catholic c hurc h  in 
Belfast, seen by a British sol­
dier on a dark night in 1969, 
and 2) the nightly appearan­
ces of an apparition of the 
Virgin in Cairo between April 
1968 and May 1971 J.n the 
sky over the Coptic Orthodox 
church of St. Mary. The lat­
ter church was said to be on 

the route of the flight into 
Egypt, and the apparition was 
seen by large crowds of 
Christians, Jews and Moslems, 
estimated, at the peak, at 
250,000 nightly. 

However, there is not the 
slightest evidence to suggest 
that Archdeacon Cavanagh 
was capable of a magic lan­
tern fraud, and it is improba­
ble that a travelling showman 
could have perpetrated a mag­
ic lantern show in the church 
without the knowledge of the 
Archdeacon. Collusion with 
the Archdeacon is also impro­
bable. Strangers are always 
noticed in a small Irish vil ­
lage, and the installation and 
removal of such apparatus 
would surely have been obser­
ved by a churchwarden, clean­
er, or daily worshippers. As 
the church then lacked elec­
tricity, the only light source 
for a magic lantern wouald be 

kerosene or a cetylene, and 
even if these sustained a 
bright picture for over two 
hours , there would surely 
have been some susp1c1ous 
smell or other evidence in the 
church. In a previous commu­
nication (Reviews , B&IS 1 .6) I 
cited the difficulty of the 
Archdeacon being able to 
visit and leave the church 
unobserved and be back at 
home with an alibi (so to 
speak) when his housekeeper 
returned. 

Validation of the magic 
lantern theory would require 
tracing actual magic lantern 
slides of the period which 
coincided with the r eports of 
the visionary tableau of 1879.  

Even so, there is no appa­
rent motive connected with 
the Archdeacon. His political 
views did not incur enmity in 
his parish , and while he did 
not approve of the Fenians,  
h e  treated them kindly when 
they came to him for charity. 
There is general ·agreement 
that Cavanagh was a saintly 
man, loved to the end of his 

life by his flock. Whatever 
his politics, he had no need 
to s eek approval from the vil­
lages since he already had it. 
Cavanagh himself was reputed 
to have seen visions of the 
Virgin Mary, and during his 
last illness he was found to 
be habitually wearing a hair 
shirt. It would be wholly out 
of c haracter for such a man 
to plan or execute a single 
pious fraud of such magnitude 
as the appBTitions after 
twelve years in the parish. 

Under the circumstanc es ,  
both the astronomical mirage 
and magic lantern theories 
are at present interesting and 
ingenious speculations only, 
without a shred of supporting 
evid ence. And they cannot 
both be right. 

Leslie Shepard 

PREDICTIONS '88 

. . .  I have had a late pre­
diction flash--Princ e Charles 
will grow an extra toe, be 
elected President of the 
United States, and win three 
Olympic gold m edals. 

Paul Quinc ey 

... Delighted to see my pre­
dictions in the latest edition 
of the magazine--! have in 
preparation the aforemen­
tioned Geller magnetic tie but 
I've yet to test its c ompass­
bending properties. Suffic e it 
to say that I'll send it to the 
winner of the predictions. 

J. Alan Remf ry 

RENDLESHAM 

. .. I disagree with Leslie 
Shepard about InCA's presen­
tation of the alleged UFO 
incident at Rendlesham; it 
was not 'brilliant.' According 
to Nicholas Humphrey, the 
object was a combination of 
the light from Orford Ness 
lighthouse and the various 
lights of a police patrol car 
(this ignores the fact that 
there were two separate 
sightings). My article ' Throw­
ing Light on Rendlesham, '  
showing how the second light 
could not have been that of 
Orford Ness (and how it must 
have been from a more dis­
tant light vessel) , was publi­
shed in Magonia 2 1  (Dec , 
1985). Ian Ridpath and I have 
since dis cussed the case in 
recent issues of the Skeptical 
Inquirer. Whil e the Orford 
Ness hypothesis came via Rid­
path, the patrol car lights 
h y p o t h e s i s  w a s  e n t i r e l y 
Humphrey's  own idea; Rid­
path's doubts about it were 
ignored (as were my own 
views). In fact the police 
were not called to the forest 
until the day after the first 
report of an object with red 
and blue lights. This is an 



e x a m p l e  of deour. K. i n g  a: a ny 
p ri c e ,  a ten a e:1 cy a � s o  exhibi ­
ted i n  Hump hrey ' s  t rea tment 
of th e Knock a pparition 
( r i g h t l y  c o n d e m n e d  b y  
Shepard ) .  

Frank Chambers has the 

wrong distinction between the 

sceptic and the debunker.  A 

sc eptic questions th e truth of 

c ertain c laims while a d ebunk­

er exposes false claims (COD) .  

Consequently, ;,. debunker 
must first be a s c e p ti c .  But 

not all s c eptics are ciebunk ­
ers ; it is clear that m any 

sc eptics never come to any 

conclusions and ca:mot decide 

what is  false .  Ot ners ( l i k e  

Humphrey ) come to :.he wrong 
conclusions . . .  

Steuart Ca:np bell 

DIVINE CREATIONISM 

[Colin Wood responci s  t o  A . T .  

Symon ' s review (B& I S I .6 ) . J 
' Divine Creation ism ' is 

ba sed upon research into the 
ongms and original meaning 
of the early Genesis texts of 
the Bible . . . particularly tne 

'A dam and Eve '  narrative. 
This res earch o err: onstrates 
that the 'A dam and Eve ' 
source material initally rela ­
ted to human sexu ality and 
the unique ability of our spe­
cies to be able to reject the 
act of sexual intercourse 
even wh en subjected to opti­
mum s exual stimui a � ion and 
t emptation in th e most conciu­
c ive of environments .  The 
fa ct that this mat erial be­

came distorted into its Bi bli­
cal form is interesting to 
tra c e ,  but not my worry .  It  is 
a ma tter for the · church · to 
c on c ern i tself with .  

The outcome of this  re­

s earch is  relevant � � h  regard 
to the fa ct that a c c orciing to 
Un ited Nations ' predi c tions 
world , human popul a t ion is 
exp e c t ed to doubic to 10 bil­
lio:1 within 40 y ears . . .  sho�.;id 
the A I DS virus al low . Eitne:-

s c en ario wiL load to horrific 
s o c i a i  impli c ati on s .  if  allow ed 
to d evelo p .  

. . .  T h e  evoluti onary model 
does not off e r  an explanation 
of h ow and where this para­
psy c nowgicai quality to our 
c onstituti on o cc urs . Indeed as 
reaci ers of the B&IS are pro­
ba bly aware, the fossil rec ord 
is testament 'a gainst evolution 
as being the explanation of 
our place on E arth . Life fol­
l ows no-life a bruptly. Verte­
brates follow invertebrates 
suddenly. S p e cies after spec­
ies is found in  the fossil re­
c ord , complete, inta ct. and 
true with no transitional 
stages being evirient l ea din g 
to the earliest  example of 
that species .  Th e evolud onary 
fraternity do NOT de ny that 
this,  and or.ly thi s ,  is what 
the fossil  record offers . 

It is the same with 'mod­
ern man'  who is suddenly ( in 
geological  terms)  found world­
WlO e  with distinct p hysi­
o l o g i c a l  a n d  a n a t o m i c a l  
features . 

I t  is the same with Nean­
derthal Man . A.T. Symon is 
mistaken wh en he states that 
Neanderthal M an evolved . The 
proc ess is assumed.  Th e evi­
dence is lacking .  Neande rthal 
M an was as Neanderthal in 
features at the end of his 
1 00, 000 year reign as he was 
when first a pparent in the 
fossil record . 

This l ed m e  to seeK a new 
explanation of our pla c e ,  pre­
s en c e  and purpose on Planet 
Earth . . .  which I offer with 
' Divine Creationism ' . . .  though 
th e essenc e  of th e con c ept 
seems lost with the review 
offered by A . T .  Symon . 

Colin Wood 

NONEIN BOARD 

[Mo:-e from La k e  Ok e e c h o bee]  

. . . For a fuL descript ion of 
this  in com para bl e and e d u c a ­

t ional  d e vi c e ,  i t s  powers , 

:neth od of use a n ci  test re­
port ,  s e c  the next B& I  S .  

0 / S ,  Large,  M edium & 
S mall  mod els . Modest prices.  

Com plete and ready to Esta b­
l i s h  C o n t a c t .  A t t r a c t i v e  
a p p e a r a n c e .  S t i m u l a t i n g  
performance .  Poltergeists iove 
it.  (Full- colour i llustrated 
broc h ure in preparation . )  

The principle of its opera­
tion is sim pli city itself .  It is 
recommended and guaranteed 
completely safe . . .  for all who 
d esire to be En lightened as 
to the Facts of Life on High­
er Plan es.  

A Board is a Board is a 
Board, but it is believed that 
only ONE original NONEIN 
Board is ext ant. Onc e  word 
of its Psychic  Capability be­
c om es �dely kn own , :mm erous 
replic as in  all  s izes and col­
ours will be produ ced and 
mad e availabie to all  who 
wish to participate in a 

Unique Experi en c e in the 
Briti sh I sles .  T h e  British-­
and Irish of course--LEAD the 
way again.  

Results are guaranteed . 
The ONLY guarantee in the 
world or the Next WITHOUT 
small print.  Do n ot be satis­
fied with Crteap Imitations . . .  
The S ol e Motive Power is 
Gravitation as harnessed and 
directed by PSYCH I C  Mind 
P o w e r .  F a b r i c a t e d  f r o m  
Genuine Tree Wood and 
Guaranteed for the Lifet ime 
of the Original Purchaser 

against Rust.  Unlike other 
devi c es which purport to be 
guided by Psychic infiuenc es ,  
t h e  Original NONEIN Board 
has no moving gl.ass parts and 
is therefore entirely safe for 
use by the Young,  Eid e riy , or 
Incom peten t .  

Inquiries fo::- Franchise 
Righ ts from Well Establi shed 
Capitalists (or inciustr iaiis ts ) 
w e l c omed . Anonymity respec­
ted . Patents a pplied for for 
swivelling devi c e  throu gh 360° 
Azimuth. 

Reage Lewis 



Ghost haunts kit 
An e' 1 1  .:umputcr term mal "' htch 
ha� k i ll.:d three opcrahlr� in Chtle 
i� 10 be CXUTCI�d 0) a lo;:al pne�l 
in Valpanw. 

The voodl)l) termin.� l ... hich w as 
part uf a JAm in�li.tllo�tum fur a 
clearing bank even ·· made a 
workman faint'' when he t ru:d tu 
un-plug it . 

One of the death� "' �  originally 
attrit>uted to a "mal>l>t\e l>troke" 
while another was re.:orded as 
death by -unknown �use� .. . A 
third operator il> in a coma. 

rdu� to wurk ncar t hc J l n �cd 
machinr: . 

A �pol.e�man fur t he ban!. ell.· 
plamr:d th.Jt sino:r: nu on,· w il l  n''"' 
go near i t  " v. e  hi.tve tu gr:t it 
cxorct""d <H face i.l multt-nll l lt<lll 
pound t>tll  to replace t he e ntire 
syl>tcm . .. 

But t he WeeJ.Iy Wurld Ne ... ·s can 
�till  nut repeat it� Sl.'l)l)P of la�l 
yea r  when it re\ cakd a Chine� 
computer developer was kil led by 
a ··jcaluu� .. maL·h ine . � · 

R e a l i z e  
y o u r  

P s y c h i c P o w e r  
A b b e  G a i l 

"I kro:)w /Ou have psyC �'·C powers a ne 3� goons to help /OU fona 

the"M " - Aooe Gail 

',\IIth this book. jOU o/111 1 1 Oe ao e :c ·eahze you r p s y c hic 

oower , ... s �  a s  Abbe Ga · "'as done. B a se·:: -::>On her own 

ex ;:,e ,..�e - c e a s  a 1ead1ng = s y c h•c ar"C O '" a ""  ., g  upon her c a se 

hostcr·e s . sne has evolvec a no -non ser se 3erie s of Que st •OI' S . 

exe, cose s and eY.amptes :o brini out tr'e :: sych 1c poteM, al of 

everyo ,...e .  

Woll psych•C energy enr�c"' m y  life? 
Report ing the first C\ Cf  posses­

�d .:umputer.  Am.:riL<�'• national 
wedl) tabloid the Wukly World 
News telb how ban!. �taff now 

The AI computer elcl·trocutcd 
its huilder after " i t  di�ovr:rcd he 
had made i.l mar k - t wo ver�iun- of 
its circuih and aimed to phase it 
out . 

·ona we shot anybody we didn't 
like - now we jusa put tbftn in 
front of 11 vdu' 

Abbe G a.t · s answer I S a,.. ... noual•foed Y E S  �nd he• 0001< w.tl lead 

you to f1nd tour ov.·, De�"S:>:"'\al an s ""w'\.·er s ::; �any ot�er :; �,..estlons 

oncludo,.,a. 

A 
· T  h 

0 

s t r o l o g y  
e E v i d e n c e 
f S c t e n c e  

P e r c y  S e y m o u r  
D e m ,, 1 i s 1: e s t lr e c a s e a g a i 11 s t a s t r o 1 •' g y 

Ortrodox s: ence "' a s  alwa� s ;,eod tr-a t a s t rc' cg y c a ,.,,.,c: ...... orl<.  

No w . for t--e f 1rst t:me. a sc •ent1st a"'i'..Jes !rat 1t doe s . D ... �ercy 

S e y �our ,. - o  spra.,g to oNernat •o r. al pror- -ence ' n 1 9B-: w •th 

r"'·S ,.e·,et a t  :: - s on t'"" e astro CiY :;t tt- e Star e '  :ethi er-.er- - � v e i l s  

� ft...ll rus b""'!a:l.(th rol-ih dtsc :: ve" e s  o �  tt" : s.: -. r.t1fic pr ,r c :=�le!» 

ber.r d as� · :  ogy &. 'elat � - snop cet ,.,een �erea •ty pe , s c � � ··ty and te � ;:,e • a -> e C' t  

a " o  t - .o:  stl!l te of the c ::>srros at t h e  r-o,..,ent of O•rt- ,.,,s thec r y 

·ncor::·: rates t"'e latest ac v a r c e s  .n as:·onorr.y sc a :: e se'� 'Ce. 

solar :: - y s.cs ;eoma.s>et•S""' a-c c ·o•c;;;/ lt leads _ s  to see t"e 

:-n,s �,.  .. = e " stcc-::l magret1c ' 1 :""e s �f for.:e :>f t h e  sur a-c -:r-e ear-:n 

as a :. : ...... pi ex - u s,c al n st n ... rT"e"" t. one on wh•ch tr-� e .. a: v •tatJOr"'al 

::lul! �· :�e p!a ,..e:s p la y s a C:: 1ffe�ent s >  - onony for e . er y 

·ndov c -al . 
Ta� r g up t.,e c h al le n ge cf svch sceot•CS a s  Pa:• c k  

r-'*oore and -'!athe' �ouper . Sey mou' ad o s  : a  �'-.�s o w n  t ..: s :  ,_ c n y  
: h a t  of Eyse - c k . Ptc!em y . l yall Watson. Ccce,noc u s. C - a -cer, 

Car' Sagar- a-d S r d K espeare to pre se n t v·e :-ost exc•t - g  and 

c ::>�trove'5 a sc ,e r :. f.c c ase cf rec e.., t ,ears 

D .. Se)'·mc.:... r 1 s  ;Jnrc q::�at tec t - rer .,., astro,omy a! 

Ply n-outl" :: : . y :ec:-: - .c and D1rector of the N .,• am D a y  

P!2:""'etan �.. - He wa s � o r n  r. K • ....,ter ·ey . So�... th A f nc a a ... . = ':OOk 
a n  ear' y • r :e -e st , ... astroncr-ty as a '"est.. lt o .- :t"e './ e r y  ::: 'e2-- s� e s 

at tre edge : '"  t�e . �:ot w � '! r e  ke i'-! "" LoO 

What can I do w•th m y  osychic power? 

Can !.e v er kncw aOo<A fe afterdeath7 

Can PS/Choc ene•gy affe'.:t my sex /ofe:> 

Afte� w ork ing rn snow O'. s1nes s as a w r  :e,.. and as a perfor mer 

woth. al""oro gst other oe::cte. Benny H.!l . �:Jmmy Cooper. Noel 
Cowar:L Terry T;,omas a � d  Arthur As• e ,  Abbe Gaol 'elt she 

had to de "ote all her to r"e :o her goft. 

For 5 years she -ad a tOI=' ratec :.�one-In Show •n 

Hollywood - My PsyChiC :..Jniverse - a ne ,,or keel woth t n e  

L o s  A ro g e l e s  Police De::a·:ment. w h o  r e  eo on her gofts �o loc ate 

m'ss;ng k1dnap vic:•ms "' 1 986 she ret_ · - ed to London to 

c on t· l' ue ner work w•th csychic energy - 3 rotaon 

Th1s ·S t h e  essent1al ., a r- c:=;ook of tne r e s.:  �rces of the "'!1 1 n d .  

- a ' : : � >  t:1: ;s 
5 3 "'-. . -:- :29 �  :- : � ;  

.·. _ · : · '!i,-· s 

The Loch Eil 
Nessie hunt 
PENSIOJII"'E R Stanley Ro­
binson, 73. of Sheffield 
plans to look for the Loch 
Ness mons:�;r next sum­

mer - in Loch Eil , near 
Fort William .  

He claims he first saw 
"Nessie" in Loch Eil in 

1 955 and is convinced that 
the creatu..-e uses rivers 
and waterv•ays to swim 
from loch to loch. 

Mind games grip the West Coast 
From Alex Brummer 
1n W aahl.niton 

Califonuans' quest for beauti­
ful brttlns to match their bodlea 
is anractlng the attention of 
federal health authot1Ues, v.•ho 
proCess themselves frankly be­
mused by this latest manifest&· 
l i o n  of t he " Ne w A 11 e " 
phenomenon. 

Throughout the Golden State, 
YOWii Californians are talun& 
to �brs.in bulldin&" with the 
same enthusiasm . that they 
took to the aerobic studlos and 
Nauulu body-buildlna ma­
chu._ In thll •rly 19801 Peopl�t are abapdonlna the1r 
uercl&e benche�> for relanna 
beacb chatn and a brain tun• 
up complett with paddt!d e&r· 
ph006i and 3D-l1ke IIOIIiles. 

Wuh the help of a sent!li ol 

I 
den .. � auch as the Syncrt» 
El'IUilser - which UN& luih 
freQuency llahlli and aoundi to 

t bnn& clienu mto a m«lltaove 

trance - clu� and clirucs 
across the state have begun the 
awesome · wk of enhan.cini 
brainpower. 

Accordin(! to a survey of the 
this latest fad by California 
IJlB.iaZine, chronicler of all that 
ts trendy on the West Coast. 
br&.lil buildmi hu cauaht on 
like wildfire. 

T h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  
DeHypnotheraphy in Northern 
Ca.llfomian reporu that wme 
3,500 people have journeyed to 
their centre for Syncro.EneJ'iU­In& liMiilons 

At the Altered Statlli Flo.�t 
Centre in Weit Holly wood , the 
o w n e n  h a v e  I n s t a l led a 
MindGym at whlch adhenmta 
can watch their br&Jn pattern& 
0!' apm around on a Graham 
Potentlallz.er encomp&S5ed m a 
tw�volt electroll"l&illetJc field "We 've 110ne trom druas to 
meditation deVlCel in the p&-
1"81Ul1&! queat for lnCI"eUllli the 

mind's capacities," Mr Denis 
Gorges, a self-styled bio-medical 
researcher, told the magazine. 

· He says that he has wld some 
6,000 of his devices at $6,500 
apied! since 1985, and Includes 
amon& his fans the singer 
Carly Simon, the actress Ally 
Sheedy, and rock atar T1na 
Turner. 

Mr Gorges ' Innovations In 
the area of bratnpower, includ­
ing devlceti auch as the 
Endomax, which claims · to 
"stimulate brain growth", and 
lhe BioRI!&t, which pumps low 
voltqe Into the bnt.ln , are u.ld 

�m�n& ����e�:m��� 
all tho.e Involved are d1101ptor 
reliUitlon, improved memory, 
lesser drua use, Increased mtel­
li.ience. and even expanalon of 
brain cella and ossues. 

The Food and DrUi Admlnis· 
tratioo in Wuhilliton. whole job it ia to monitor all equi� 

ment which purporu to have a medical purpose, seems less im· 

pressed. 
"We 'have never approved 

one of these device�." a spokes· 
man, Mr David Duarte, said 
yesterday. 

The FDA said that should the 
de\1Cei cross the state line In 
Cahfornla, by means of news­
paper advertlsmenti broad­
casu or other mearu. or should 
there be complaints. then 1t : 
would be required to launch an 1 
investiaatlon. and could ban 
fUrther dlatrlbutlon of the 1 
deviCes 

Ho\ll ever. by the ume 'that 
the federal bureeucrac-y catchea 
up Wlth "bntln bu1id.ll1�", Call· 
forrua li llkt!l)' to bt populated 
with a new super-clever aenera­
tlon 11•hich will not only have 
the brw.inpower to out.,..it Ita 
purauers. but will &iao put an 
end. once and for all. to the 

' "air t-d" canard. 
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PSYCHIC INVESTIGATION 

Toby Howard writes from Manchester: 
"The Metaphysi cal and Psychic Research 

Group is seeking would-be psychic sleuths to 
form a "Bureau of Psychic I nvestigation . "  The 
idea is to solve crimes using the psychic 
senses. Would this include crim es committed 
paranormally? Crooked psychics coulci use 
te] eportation t o  shoplift witha11t �ven g0ing 
out ! "  

SHEFFIELD R.I .P.  

Chris Wright writes from Sheffield that he  
attended two meetings of the Sh effield 
Society for Research into th e Paranormal : 

"The meeting on Dec em ber 2nd was going 
to be a talk on UFOs;  unfortunately the 
speaker was unabl e to come that night. The 
evening was therefore an i nformal on e with 
the main theme ESP. The members of the 
society seem to have a range of points of 
view a bout the paranormal  from the mild 
bel iever to the skeptic .  I thought it would be 
unfair to the m embers if I tried to form an 
opinion from this one m eeting, so I went 
along to the next one on January 6 .  

"This time i t  was t h e  UFO talk . The 
s peaker was Mr Philip Mantle and he gave a 
fairly general talk on what people mean by 
UFOs . On speaking to him afterwards,  I found 
he was far more skeptical than his talk would 
have suggested.  

Chris Wright also sent a copy of UFO 
Brigantia , which he got from Philip Mantle at 
the meeting. 

Philip Mant le ,  and Andy Roberts, editor of 
UFO Brigantia , have set up a UFO hot line at 

:Published bimonthly from P. 0.  Box 

0924 4 4 4 049,  according to an article from 
Yorkshire Life , November 1987 . The artic le  
notes ,  " if  you have any experi en c es or  
sightings of the  following : ghostlights , 
s pooklights, UFOs,  fairies,  or poltergeist 
phenomena, they want to hear from you . "  

MAGONIA CONFERENCE 

The ind ependent UFO journal Magonia has 
anno un c ed their inten tion to hold a 20th 
Anniversary Conference .  Proposed dates are 
either May or August Bank Holiday, 1988 . A 
l etter was included with their latest issu e 
asking for comments and suggestions . . .  

SPIRITS ON THE DOLE--UPDATE 

To by H oward writes: "Disem bodied spirit 
entities who are c onsidering writing a novel 
wouid do well  to avoid using Bourn emouth 
"psy chic " Peter Froude (Hits & Misses,  B&I S 
1 .6) as their penman. Psychic News reports 
that Mr Froude has had his weekly £ 40 
Enterprise Allowanc e  grant suspended for non­
compliance with with regulations . Will his 
spirit n ovel The Demoniac ever materialise? .. 

G ELLER'S EFFECT 

It was reported in the Septem ber, 1 987 , 
N ew Zealand Skepti c  that t h e  Gell er Effect is  
not working quite as weli  in New Zealand as 
Gel ler 's  publish ers would  lik e:  "The Auckland 
agent for the publisher of Geller 's  
autobiography reports that only four c opies of 
the book have sold in New Zealand this year . "  

20 • Blackrock • Co. Dublin • Ireland 



ASSAP MEDIA S ERVICE 

The Association for the S cientific S tudy 
of Anomaious Phenom en a (ASSAP) ,  whose 
a c tivities we wrote u p  in H i ts & Misses in  

our last  issu e (B& I S  1 . 6 ) ,  have,  a c c ording t o  
Psychic News , begun a m edia information 
servi c e .  The arti cle says,  "Mediasc en e  will 
c over all aspects of the paranormal , including 
UFOs and th e mystery of stone c ircl es. When . 
inqu1r1es about Spiritualism are received , 
Mediasc ene will refer the callers to [Psyc h i c  
News ),  t h e  S p iritualists · National Union ,  
S piritualist Associ ation of Great Britain or 
other responsible bodies . "  

TAPE LIBRARY 

Toby Howard reports from Manch ester that  
the tape collection is growing steadily .  He 
lists the following tapes avail able on loan to  
paid  s ubscribers to  the B& I S :  

Audio:  Mark Plummer o n  t h e  Gay Byrne 
show; LBC Nightline:  Brian Inglis on Dreams ; 
LBC Nightline :  Christian Dion ; LBC Nightlin e :  
Timothy Good & Jenny Randles o n  UFO 
c o v e r - u p s ;  E v e r y m a n :  d o c u m e n t a r y o n  
astrology (BBC 1 ) ;  Newsnight :  spontaneous 
human c ombustion (BBC 2 ) ;  Jimmy M a c k  
programme on BBC S cotland :  d ebate on 
dowsing with Denys Parsons and others ; 
Manchester S keptics Meetings, including 
Martin Bridgstock on being a skepti c .  

Vid e o :  Uri Geller on t h e  Wogan show; Uri 
G eller on the Late,  Late Show; Viewpoint 8 7 :  
Thy Will be Done (documentary o n  U S  a n d  UK 
tel evision Christian fundam entalism ) ;  Panorama 
documentary on Scientology ; "Is  There 
Anybody There? "  Karl Sabbagh ' s  documentary 
on the paranormal (Channel 4,  3 1 October 
1 98 7 ) ,  together with Karl Sabbagh answering 
the c ritics on Right to Reply;  BBC 
docum entary on the Spiritualist Association of 
Great Britain. 

To borrow any of these tapes or to 
c ontribute tapes to the collection , please 
c ontact Toby directly at 49,  Whitegate Park , 
Flixton, Manchester, M31 3LN. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Michael  Hutchinson and Janet Bord both 

wrote in with copies of two a dvertisements 

whic h  hav e rec ently appeared in the 
Bookseller magazine ,  among other places,  both 
from Lennard Publishing. The first is for a 
book entitled Astrology--the Evidence of 

Scien c e .  Written by Percy Seymour,  this book 
is claimed to demolish the case against 
astrology . The advertisement reads in part , 
"Taking up the c hallenge of such s c eptics as 
Patri ck M oore an d H eather Couper,  S eymour 
adds to his own testimony that of Eysenck,  
Ptol emy , Lyall Watson , Copernicus ,  Chau c er ,  
Carl S agan a n d  Shakespeare to present the 
most excitin g  and controversial scientific case 
of rece nt years . "  

The second book i s  entitl ed Realize Your 
Psychic Power . Its author, Abbe Gail ,  is 
d escribed as follows : "For 5 years she had a 
top rated phone-in s how in Hollywood- -"My 
Psychi c Universe"--and worked with the Los 
Angeles Police Department , who relied on her 
gifts to locate missing kidnap victims. In 1 986 
she ret urned to London to continue her work 
with psychic energy in Britain."  The ad 
conc ludes,  "This is the essential hand book of 
the resourc es of the mind . "  

SCOTTISH GHOSTS 

Steuart Campbell writes from Edin burgh 
that the S c ottish Tourist Board has published 
an A4 booklet enti tled "Scotland ' s  Ghosts . "  
Accortiing t o  Steuart , "It lists 67 allegedly 
haunted pla c es for tourists to visit (although 
one of them, the County Hountel in Dumfries, 
is actually c losed) .  The introduction cla ims 
that 'spirits ' are 'tortured souls '  who return 
to the ancient places !  Although the list is 
som etim es c autious enough to use phras es like 
'reputed to be ..  . '  and ' it is said that . . .  ' ,  at 
other times it gullibly reports what is 
believed as if it were true . "  

Both Steuart and Steph en M oreton have 
had l etters published in the S cotsman 
c omplaining about this form of exploitation of 
' S cotland ' s  assets , '  and point ing out that the 

· burd en of proof is not on skeptics ,  but rather 
on those who claim that ghosts e xist.  

ELECTION RETURNS 

Last summer, Step h en Cox of Reading sent 
a collection of predictions a bout the 1 987 
British general electi ons (see pp 2 0- 1 ,  this 
issue) .  In a recent l etter, he points out: .. Re 
specific  predi ction s ;  J onathon Carver (Todav's  
astrologer) predicted an Allian c e  win in the 
S lough constituency for our G en eral Election. 
I said no c hanc e .  I t  was the only seat in 
Berkshire wh ere the Alliance came third , 
arguably the worst result in the c ounty . Given 
that of the 650 c onstituencies he only made a 
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CSICOP EUROPEAN CONFERENCE 

Amardeo Sarma writes from West G ermany :  
" . . .  on e o f  the 1 989 CSI COP c onferen c es is 

to be held near Munich in Germany . The 
German organisation GWUP (previously A SUPO) 
will host the conference .  We are very keen 
to coordinate the topic s  and the c onference 
with the other European national groups . The 
conferen c e  is plann ed for May 5th and 6th 
1989 with some social programme offered on 
the 4th and a meeting of the national (mainly 
European) groups on S unday, the 7 th of May .  
Please let m e  know i f  the date suits you and 
whether . you wish to contribute in a ny way. 
The c onference venue is Bad Tolz near 
Munich.  We are also open to suggestions 
regarding topics and other items . . .  " 

We will be glad to p ass along any of our 
read ers' suggestions to Amard eo. 

NETHERLANDS 

Bert van Gelder, secretary to the new 
Dutch group writes from Utrecht:  

"We gave our committee the legal form of 
a so-called ' Stichting'  (=-Foundation)  and c alled 
it ' SKEPS I S ' : Preofessor emeritus in the field 
of Astronomy of Utrecht University , Cees de 
Jager, is c hairperson and I ,  a sociologist and 
student-c ounsellor in the University of 
Amsterdam,  am s ecretary . The Board c onsists 
of 15  men and only one woman. 

"We c a lled ourselves a foundation for the 
sci entifi c research of ' paranormal phenomena' 
and not of ' c laims of the paranorma l '  not to 
alienate people beforehand and not to c onfirm 
the connotation that the word ' SK EPS I S ' has 
already for true believers . 

"We got muc h  press c overage:  from the 
beginning of October on De Jager was 
interviewed at least three times a week;  he 
was on radio (not yet on TV) and a bout 350 
people wrote us a bout the foundation . . . 

"Our primary aims are editing a quarterly 
c alled ' S K EPT ER' (chief-editor: Marcel 
Hulspas) and granting to the Koninklijke 
Bibliotheek (=Royal Library) the full set of 
Skeptical I nquirers and a subscri ption to the 
future volumes besides a selection of 
importan t  books in the fi eld of our objectives. 
This is because nowhere in Dutch libraries 
(nor bookshops) you can find good scientific 
books a bout paranormal research and 
paranormal phenomena and only � li brary 
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(the Department of Psychology of the 
Univers ity of Amsterdam) has a subs cription 
to the S kepti cal Inquirer. " 

J . W .  Nienhuys has written from Waalre 
enclosing translations of the press write-ups 
of the foundation of SKEPS I S ,  and has very 
kindly agreed to k eep us i nformed of the 
c ontents of S k epter,  when publication begins . 

Ni enhuys translates an artic l e  published on 
1 0  O ctober and entitled "Dutch skeptics unite 
in c rusade against the paranormal . "  Journalist 
Felix Eigenraarn says : "A few years ago, a 
Dutch group was almost established.  Because 
of the untimely d eath of the originator of 
that pla n ,  Tel egraaf journalist and skeptic 
Piet Hein Hoe bens,  this did not happen.  But 
now,  thanks to the missionary activity of 
[Paul] Kurtz and [ Mark ] Plummer, it is going 
to happen.  A quick poll among subs cribers 
present fat the meeting on Octo ber 8] showed 
that there was enough interest to start a 
c ommittee . 

"The Dutch c ommittee will closely m onitor 
paranormal c laims in their country ( l ike the 
12 oth er c ommittees in other countri es ) ,  
examine them c ar eful ly , a n d  wherever possibl e 
refute them . "  

SPAIN 

Luis Alfons o  Gamez Dominguez writes from 
Bilbao:  "Geller was in S pain for a couple of 
days, bending spoons,  transmitting num bers 
telepathically, etc .  His visit did not raise the 
excitement expected by those who brought 
him ;  they did not a llow Felix [Ares de Bla s ]  
and me to attend a television program w h e n  
Geller was interviewed. The press c lippings 
whic h  I enclose with this l etter and the c opy 
of the press release whic h  we prepared will 
give you an idea of what happen ed . " 

" . . .  I agree completely that we need to 
ensure that all  the European groups work 
together.  I think the biggest problem w ill 
c onsist. in convinc ing our c ol l eagues in a ll 
countries that we must establish continental 
c oordination and that this can work for 
everyone . . . " 

Lui s Alfonso adds that ARP, the Spanish 
group,  was legally c onstituted in March, and 
that since O c tober they have been getting 
n umerous enquiries about A RP and the 
sk eptical movement in  g enera l .  A nation a l  
m eeting is planned f o r  5 Decem ber i n  Madrid . 
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The Loch Eil 
Nessie hunt 
PENSIOKE R  Stanley Ro­

binson . 13. of She
.
ffield 

plans t.o look for the Loch 

Ness mon..c;:.er next sum­
mer - in Loch Eil.  near 

Fort W1lli am .  
He cl aims he first saw 

"Nessie" in Loch E il in 

1 955 and is convinced that 
the creature uses rivers 
and water>�:ays to sv.im 
from l oc h  to loch. 

Mind games grip the West Coast 
From Alex Brummer in Wa�n 

Callfonu&n.s' quest for beauti· ful brams to match their bodiea 
is attracting the attention of 
federal health authorities, who 
profess themselv� frankly be­
mused by this latest manifesta­
tion of t h e  " N e w  A ae " 
phenomenon. 

Throughout the Golden State, 
YOWli C.allforruAIUi are ta!Ung 
to �brain bulldmi" with the 
same enthusiasm . that they 
took to the aerobic studios and 
N a u t 1lu bod y-buildlna ma­
chlne6 In the early 19801. 
f>eop.lt are abandoning their 
exercue beochei for relax1ng 
btiach ch&1n and a brain tun• 
up c:omplet� w.·llt. paddlld ear­
phonM and 3D-Uke eowes 

Wtth the help. of a sene5 of 

I 
deneb such u the Syncrh� 
EnefilUr - whlch Ul86 h.lih 
t.requenq· ll&hu and aoundi to 1 brtn& clienu mto a !Didltat1ve 

trance - clubs and clirUcs 
across the state have begun the 
awesome · wk of enlumc1ni 
brainpower. 

According to a survey of the 
this latest Cad br California 
ffilli81ine, chronicler of all that 
15 trendy on the West Coast .  
brain bulldmi has C8UJhl on 
Uke wildfire. 

The I n s t i t ute  of 
DeHypnotheraphy 1n Northern 
Californian reporu that wme 
3,500 people have journeyed to their centre ror Syncro-Etleri11-
lni -slons 

AI the Altered Stilet Float 
Centre 1n Wat Hollywood, the 
owners  h a \l e  Ins ta l led a 
M1ndGym at which adherenta 
can watch thelr braln patterna 
or 1pln around on a Grah.a.m 
Potenllallz.er encompassed i.n a 
tw�volt electrolll&illetic field. 

"We've aone trom druis to 
meditation de\icet 1n the pe­recn1al quest for l.ncreuuli the 

mind's capacities," Mr Denis 
Gorges. a �lf-styled blo-medlcal 
researcher, told the mlli&Line. 

· He S&)'S that he has wld some 
6,000 of his devices at 16.500 
apl� since HISS, and includes 
among his fans the singer 
Carly Sunon, the actresi Ally 
Sheedy. and rock at&r T1na 
Turner. 

Mr Go1"'ie8' lnnovationa In 
the IJ"eB of brainpower, lnclud· 
1n11 de\1ces iUCh as the 
Endom..a.x. whJch claims to 
"atlmulate brain arowth", and 
the BioR�t, whJch pumpi low 
voltllit into the bnlln, are aa1d 
to be dol.ni • roaring tra4e. 
Amona the benefita claimed by 
all thow 1nvolved are d•�r 
relauUon. Improved memory, lesser drui use, lncreued 1ntel· ll&ence. and even expanalon � 
brain cells and tissues. 

The food and DNi Adminli· 
tration 1n Wuhiniton, wboee job it il to monitor all IQ� 

mtnt whlch purports to have a 
medical purpo�. seems les.s im· 
pressed 

"We ' have never approved 
one of these devices," a 5p.;ki!S· 
man , Mr Da\1d Duarte, wd 
yesterday. 

The FDA wd that should the 
devices cros.s the state lmf tn 
California. by means of ne��. s­
paper advertlsments, broad­
casu or other means, or •tx>Wd 
there be complaints, thee. lt 
would be required l<� laui"'Ct an 
1nvest:iptlon. and could t.n 
tunher diatrtbutlon of the 
devlc� 

· 

Howe,•er. by the time �t 
the federal bureaucracy catd�ea 
up wtth "brain bulldin11". Call· 
fornia li Ukel� to be populated 
with a new super·dever eene.--a­
t1on "·hJch will not only have 
the brainpower to OUt¥111 Its 
purauer-6, but will allo put an 
end, ooce and for all. to tbe 

'''air bead.' canard. 
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The first skeptic s '  m eeting ever to be 
h eid in M an chester took pla c e on 
W ednesday , 9 Dec ember,  1 98 7 .  a t  the 
Fri en ds ' M e eting Hall.  Organised by Toby 
Howard and M a rtin Brid gstoc k ,  the meeting 
attracted n early ei ghty people. most of 
them from the Manc hest er area . Out-of-town 
visit ors included Redge Lewis from South 
Devon , and Mi chacl  H utc hinson and Lewis 
Jo:1es from Lon d on .  

Advan ce press coverage was excellent 
(se e Skepti cs  i:1  the N ews,  this issu e , for 
some of the press write-ups ) ,  and both BBC 
Radio Manchest er and on e of the l ocal  
stat ions r-an interviews with Toby Howard in 
the l ast coupie of days before the m e eting.  

Michael H u t c hinson h a d  brought a tape 

of an Am eri c an TV s p e ci al ma gi cian and 
CSI COP Founding Fellow James Randi hac 
m a d e ,  and this played whil e p eople filtered 
int o the hall and found s eats . 

The meeti n g  proper began with a talk 
by Martin Bridgstoc k .  a le c turer in 

socioi ogy on loan to th e UK from his home 
in A�strali a ,  where he has been a promin ent 
anti- c reationi st campaigner. Bri d gstock 
s t ressed that being a skept ic  is a 
qu estioning rath er -than a n ega t.iv e position , 
and talked aoo�: the various sums of money 
on off er arou nd the world to those who can 
prove they have paranormal powers . A 
not epad was provid ed for thos e at th e 
mee t ing who wish ed to be tested . 

Magi cian Frank K oval th en did a bri ef 
demonstration of the art of m isd irec tion , 

and th en showed a tape of Uri G el l er ,  
point ing o u t  wh ere G eller w a s  distrac ting 
attention from his a ctiviti e s .  

Finally, a ta pe was shown of James 
Rand i ' s expose of Peter Popoff on the 

Johnny Carson show in March , 1 986. After 
th is , there was a tea break,  and lively 
dis c ussions ensu e d . 

I myself was approached by a number of 
p eople of various p ersuasion s :  a local UFO 
gro u p  wanted to show me books of 
top-secret docum ents which , th ey sa id , 

proved t n ere was a government cover-up . 
H ow couid I expl ain i t? I said I was not an 
expert on UFOs . A woman approac h ed m e  
wjth th e story of having s een ,Jesus Christ  
in  perso :; o v e r  h e r  back f e n c e  one night : 
the appariti on h a d  made an instant c onver.t 
to Christian i ty of h er neighbor. And �a 
pa 1m ist s eized my hand and rea d my palm : i 
wa s  m arried,  he said  (was my husbana 
arounci a nywh ere ? } . I had had difficulty in 
c hildbirth , I k e pt close ties with my family . 
that is ,  he hasten ed · to a dd . my parents . H e  
seemed fascinated by the length o f  one of 
th e lines on my paim.  but unfortunately did 
not explain what the extraordinary length 
m eant. He said I wouid have a furth er 
romance after my husband . I am not 
m arri e d ,  hav e  n ever been pregnant, a n d  
n e v e r  see any of my reiative s .  I think this 
was probably t h e  l ea st su c c essful reading I 

· h ave ever had of any kind.  On the othe::­
h a n ci , it was fre e ,  ana I suppos e in this ,  as 
iri other tnings , you g et what you p ay for .  

After t h e  m e eting w a s  reconven ed,  th ere·_ 

was a short pe r ioc for questions anc • 
answers. 

The m e etin g  brok e up early to comply 
wi th the Fri ends · regu.lations,  but was 
d u bbed a great su c c ess by all those who 
attend ed.  A further organizational meeting 
i s  plann ed for those who indicated interest 
in forming a regional committee.  We wish 
them the best of lu ck and look forward to 
rec eiving reports of their future activities . 



. prediction in one, he really ought to have got 
it right . . .  " 

Thanks to Stephen for a truly enormous 
batch of clippings. 

HUBBARD BIOGRAPHIES 

Two biographies have been published, one 

in the US, and one in the UK, both after. 

considerable ,  reported legal harassment by the 

Church of Scientology. Bare-Faced Messiah, 

by Russell Miller, is published by Michael 

Joseph, and concentrates mainly on Hubbard 's  

life story, with relatively few details of  the 

inner workings of the Church of Scientology. 

Messiah or Madman, by Bent Corydon and L. 

Ron Hubbard, Jr. ,  concentrates primarily on 

the reported inner workings of the Church. 

The Sunday Times ran three extracts of 

Miller's  book, and a review; reviews of one 

or both books have appeared in the New 
Scientist (reviewer: Dick Kovan) and Nature 

(reviewer: Martin Gardner) . 

GBLLER STRIKES AGAIN 

Toby Howard writ�s: "Peripatetic skeptics 
will be delighted to hear that jet lag may 
soon be a thing · of the · past, thanks to the 
tireless research efforts of Uri Geller. 
Interviewed in Business Traveller magazine, 
Uri says he hopes to have ready by 1990 a 
wristwatch which will "stop the extra low 
frequency waves from entering the body . "  
This , he explains, will prevent jet lag. Uri 's 
passport lists his profession as "lecturer/ 
writer. "  Skeptics  might possibly he able to 
supply more apt descriptions. 

DORIS COLLINS AND THE SUN 

The Sun ran another one of its 

extravaganzas on January 15. Readers were 

instructed to "Dim the lights and sit on a 

comfortable chair at a table.  Open the Sun at 

this page and lay it out in front of you . Then 

ON THE DOT OF 8pm, look deeply into the 

eyes of the picture on the l eft. .. " We will run 

a more complete report in our next issue. 

Thanks to J. Alan Remfry for sending in the 

clippings . 

ALLERGY HOAX 

The Times and a few other papers 

reported that writer Caroline Richmond had 
written a spoof on the arguments against food 
additives and sent it to an organisation called 
"Action Against Allergy . "  The report, 
purportedly issued by the Dye Related 
Allergies Bureau (DRAB), said, among other 
things, that: "Clothes are brighter than ever 
before, which accounts for the epidemic of 
obesity, malaise, flatulence ,  irritability, 
lethargy, indigestion, headache, dyspepsia, 
tiredness, and constipation."  

Writing in the British M edical Journal, 
1 9-26 December 1987 , Richmond notes: "I had 
not expected DRAB to be taken seriously and 
now have qualms about what I have done. I 
have learnt--and I suspect most doctors know 
this already--that there are quite a number of 
p eople out there who want to hear bad news 
and are vulnerable to every kind of charlatan. 
Most of them are middle class women who 
would he described as educated but have no 
knowledge of human biology or other aspects 
of everyday science."  

LIFE IN SURREY . . .  

Reader Paul Quincey sent clippings from 
the Richmond and Kingston local Guardian. 
Self-styled "ghostbuster" Stephen Alexandre 
investigated Richmond Theatre as the latest 
in a series of haunted theatres .  He · receives 
messages via automatic writing.  The m essage 
which appeared "scrawled" on his pad read, 
"Before you leave this theatre you will be . . . n 

M�anwhile there has been a psychic health 
and fitness festival in Surbiton in December; 
which was disrupted as "local Christians 
formed a picket line outside . "  

YETI 

The Yeti has been in the news again, with 
articles appearing in the New Scientist, the 
Sunday Express and the International Herald 
Tribune.  

Frank Chambers, of Co. Mayo, sent in the 
clipping from the International Herald Tribune 
dated 1 1  November about a debate over some 
photographs alleged to be of the Yeti . 
According to the article,  English physicist 
Anthony B. Wooldridge claimed to have 
encountered a Yeti in the Himalayas in 1 986. 
Wooldridge 's evidence "consists of two sets of 
photographs taken on March 6, 1986 . . .  0ne 
photo shows fresh tracks in snow made by 
enormous feet with widely splayed big toes. 
The other, taken from a distance of 450 feet 



through a wide-angle lens, shows a silhouette 
of a vaguely human figure . . .  Although the 
photograph is sharp and well exposed , the 
figure in question is so distant that an 
enlargement of the image reveals little 
detail." Frank Chambers comments: "Next time 
use a telephoto lens ! "  

According t o  the Sunday Express on 
December 20, however, the yeti has been 
seen,  filmed, and shown on Russian television 
by "zoologist Mrs M .  Bykova . "  

The New Scientist article, on the other 
hand, reviews a century of reported yeti 
sightings and says, "There can be little 
doubt . . .  that the yeti is currently Nepal 's  
number one foreign currency earner . "  The 
article goes on to review the possible 
candidates for "perpetrators of the yeti 's 
tracks . "  

I n  a letter to the Scotsman, James 
Pringle explained that in his visits to Tibet, 
he found that local village people "utterly 
dismissed contemporary stories of sightings as 
the product of over-fertile imaginations [while] 
Chinese Communist Party cadres interviewed 
in the region almost to a man believed . .  . in 
the existence of the Yeti . "  

TIME-LIFE 

The Time-Life book series Mysteries of 
the Unknown is now available in the UK. 
According to their full-colour brochure, the 
s e r i e s  " p r o m i s e s  y o u  a n  a s t o n i s h i n g  
exploration of a wide  spectrum of unexplained 
phenomena. "  Among the phenomena:  the 
psychic arms race (Moscow is ahead ! ), Gerard 
Croiset's psychic powers , the "Bermuda 
Triangle" ,  Stonehenge, Nostradamus , UFOs, 
and so on and on. They don 't say how many 
volumes are in the series, but each costs 
£ 12 .95 plus £ 1 .95 postage and packing until 
June 30, 1988. And if you reply within seven 
days (this brochure came in a copy of the 
Listener) ,  you can have a free gift! Yes, you 
can own your very own set of ESP cards . . .  

THE OPEN CENTRE 

"What is the Open Centre?" their brochure 
asks. It then proceeds to answer: "We are a 
well established Growth Centre providing a 
variety of different therapies within the broad 
spectrum of the Humanistic Psychology 
Movement. We offer both groups and 
individual sessions. 

"We run as a collective . . .  " 

Th e therapies they offer: Body-oriented 
therapy; Primal Integration and Bodywork; 
T r a n s a c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s ; E n c o u n t e r  a n d  
Awareness ; Bioenergetics and Psychodrama; 
the Feldenkrais Method and Gentle Dance;  
Gestalt and Intuitive Massage. From the 
brochure, "Primal Integration is a process 
which helps to heal splits in one 's  being and 
resolve blocks to one's doing . . .  I draw 
on . . .  various forms of bodywork--'intuitive l 
bodywork ,  massaage, Pulsing (a rhythmic form) 
and Postural Integration (deep tissue work) . " 
On Bioenergetics and Psychodrama, "My basic 
training in helping people through crisis was 
nine years as an international household 
removals contractor . . .  " 

EXORCISM AT SEA 

Several papers carried the story of the 
haunted Bridlington trawler. The Daily 
Telegraph said, "The Rev Thomas Willis . . .  the 
exorcist of buildings to the Diocese of York, 
was called in to perform the ceremony by a 
Department of Employment clerk who queried 
why the trawler's  crew were claiming benefit 
when they should have been out fishing. "  

Before the exorcism: "the 65ft Bridlington 
trawler . 1?ickering skippered by Mr Der�k 
Gates was haunted . . .  the steering . regularly 
went haywire, sending them round in circles . 
The · radar system would go wrong, always at 
1 :30am and at sea . 

"Lights would go on and off and the 
cabins were freezing even when the heating 
was on. A ghostly figure had also been seen 
on deck . "  

After: "Mr Gates . . .  said "the atmosphere 
had I changed overnight I • • •  and that he and his 
crew were now landing healthy catches. "  

The Guardian added that "Mr Willis . . .  was 
appointed an official exorcist in 1972 by the 
then Archbishop of York, Dr Donald Coggan ; . .  
The vicar researched the ship 's history and 
found that a human spirit, rather than the 
ghost of a vengeful mackerel or cod, might 
genuinely he responsible . "  

. " . . .  M r  Willis, who said that he believed the 
spirit was now at peace ,  has been thanked by 
the Pickering's owners, the Bridlington 
Trawler Co. ,  for being 'most helpful ' . "  

SAG AN 

In "Red star Gorbachev, who wants to go 
to Mars, gets only Iowa, " ( 1 1 /XII) ,  Guardian 
reporter Michael White described Carl Sagan 
as "the American d issident and sage . . .  the 
popular astrologer. "  Urn . . .  
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Toby Howard 's PSYC H IC DIARY 
ln recent years, popular ideas about the 

paranormal h ave und ergone a su btle ,  but  very 
important transformation . The emergence of 
th e "New Age" has brought a bout a kind of 
grand unification of many of the fringe and 
paran orm al interests traditi onally labelled 
"occult. " Aiong with this regrouping has come 
an extraordinary growth in recognition and 
respectability, anci,  more dangerously,  a s hift 
in what is popularly regarded as s cientific 
fact .  Certainly New Age thinking embodies 
what many would c onsider laudabl e  ideals-­
posi tive l ifestyles, self-help and development,  
environm ental awareness--but on the oth er 
hand it carries along with it many of the 
irrational trappings of i ts preri ec essors . Think 
of a ny occult/fringe subject,  and the chances 
are that it wil l  slide smoothly into the New 
Ager ' s  worlri -view and vocabulary . One of the 
chara cteristics of the New Age is its 
diversity, and many of the traditional follies 
find th emselves re-expressed in the n ew 
system . Spiritualism casts off its d usty doily 
image and becomes channeiling--Red I ndian 
spirit guides and all; energies supposed to 
radiate from th e fin gers of natural healers 
now come from hi -teen pock et-sized electronic 
devi c es .  One of Britain 's largest ana m ost 
w e l l - o r g a n i s e d  s o u r c e s  o f  N e w  A g e  
paraph ernalia is Brighton ' s "Unicorn Place"  
(39 ,  Duke Street, Brighton, BN l l AG) .  Within 
the pages of its mail-order catalogue New 
Agers can find just about all the gadgetry 
they n eed . All the more popular forms of 
''New Age science"  are collected and 
present ed as a compl ete pa ckage.  For New 
Agers there is an  implicit c ontinuity :  once 
th ey accept the tru th of.  say , pendulum 
d o w s i n g ,  t h e  r e s t  f o l l o w s - - p a l m i s t r y , 
phrenology, pyramid power, c rystal power, 
c hann ell ing . All are valid , everything is 
proven . So,  after this onslaught of all  things 
fringey , it  comes as something of a surprise 
when the order form rather grudgingly 
announces,  " ' The Unicorn Pla c e '  c laims no 
mystical ,  medical or esoteric powers with any 
of our advertised products . " What a letdown ! 

The su bject of " anoma lous phenom ena " is 

one whic h stirs the passions in many free­

think ers and skepti cs .  Two publi cations whi ch 

approach tn e su bjec t  in  strikingly d ifferent. 

ways are Fortean Tim es and Sci ence 

Frontiers .  Fortean Times (96,  Mansfield Roa d ,  

Lon don NW 3  2HX )  is a quarterly pu bli cation 

edited by Bob Ri ckard , also responsi bie for 

th e rec ent Brooke Bond 'Paranormal ' card 

seri es (see B&IS 1 . 2 ) . Each i ssue is crammed 
with reports (often highly anecdotal)  from 
aro'Jnd the worl d of unusual , mzarre,  and 
frequently hi larious happenings . Typical topics 
include rains of fish , spiders, and winkles,  
''faces" in the sky,  humans with horns , feral 
children , strange c oincHlences,  expioding 
chickens . . .  The secret is not to take it al! 
too seri ous1y--FT is often infuriating, but 
always entertaining. Along similar l ines,  but 
much more restrained,  is the work of William 
Corliss , whose bimonthly Science Fron tiers 
(Source book Project, P . O .  Box 1 0 7 ,  G l en Arm , 
MD 2 1057 , USAJ newsletter is full of strange 
reports mostly culled from respectable 
scientific journals such as Nature.  Mr Corliss 
is  an arch etypal free -think er; while  he 
sometimes juxtaposes respectabl e scientific 
reports with wild speculations, he more often 
presents his data without comment, leaving 
the ball squarely in the reader's  c ourt. Can 
exp lanations be found within established 
sci entific knowl edge for strange o c c urrenc es 
such as earth noises,  flashes in the sky ,  rains 
of objects ,  marin e phosphoresc en ce? Or must 
we d eclare them "paranormal , '' invoking al ien 
visitations ,  mystical powers, and the rest? 
Wnatever one ' s  outlook,  Sc ience Frontiers is 
a fascinating record of reliabl y  reported 
pnenomena , whose very strangeness shows just 
how much th ere sti l l  is to und erstand and 
discover. 

Spirits whose talents ii e on the musical 
sicie should contact m edium Rosemary Brown 
(see B&I S  1 . 4 ,  " Mark Plummer on Gay 
Byrn e") ,  who is recording � new LP. In the 
past , Ms Brown has been th e channel for 

"new " works by decomposed composers such 
as Chopin ,  Liszt, and Beethoven .  Other 
posthumous collaborators have inc luci ed 

Einstein ,  Shaw, Russeil , and Jung, and she 
c laims to have rec ently met Gershwin and 
J ohn Lennon . Extraorciin ary , but that is not 
all ; as Ms Brown says , "they have instruments 
on the other side we have never seen . "  

Have you ever been intrigued by 
coincid ences ? Thanks to Predi ction ' s  "Occult 
Question Time" page I can reveal their true 
significance at last . They are , and I quote, 
" psychic signposts along l ife 's highway. They 
show the beholder that th ey are on the right 
path towards evolution and that they are in 

harm ony generally with the universe .  Not a 
lot of people know that . . .  
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